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MADAM, 


Ww? en the Firft Volume of thefe 
Sermons was publifhed, I did 
not prefume to requeft the liberty | 
of prefixing to them a name fo 
illuftrious. Encouraged by the 
favourable manner in which .the 
Public has.received Two Volumes, 


| A 2. . [now 
os 3 School of Theology 
at Claremont 


~ DEDICATION. 


I now humbly beg leave, on the 
publication of a Third, to lay them 
ail before your. Mayzsty. 
: Had I been in doubt to whom 
‘3 they could be pfefented with. the 
#-oreateft propriety, the public voice 
“Would inftantly have dire&ed me 
to the Perfon to whom I have now 
‘-the-honour of addreiling myfelf. 
Difcourfes intended to promote res 
ligion and virtue can be infcribed 
to none more fuitably than to One 
who, in the higheft ftation of life, 
has - ever fapported the “caufe’ df 
religion by her: confpicuous regard 
for™ its; who has advanced the int 
ae of virtue, by her diftinguith- 
ed example ; and who, by a happy 
‘union of the’amiable with the efti- 
mable qualities, has commanded 
| . 7 bask ad the 


DED LOAT FON. 
the- love and the parines of a great 
nation,» 
dt isa, ‘feaal Sain toa gna: 
ae when a Perfon..whole charac- 
ter. would, haye, _refleéed, honour 
upon any condition of fortune, is 
placed by Providence in that ele- 
vated rank, which allows her virtues 
to fhine with extenfive luftre, and 
_ to ditfufeitheir aufpicicus influence 
over a whole land.. 
That this influence of your Ma~- 
fishy’ $l vittues may long continue 
to be felt; that while they alleviate 
the cares, and increafe the comfort 
of our gracious Sovereign; while. 
they improve the minds, and con-_ 
tribute to the felicity of your illu 
trious offspring; they may, at the 
fame time, fuccefsfully exert their 
A 3 power 


vi 


DEDICATION. 
power in forming the public man- 
ners on a pattern fo worthy of imi- 


tation! fhall be my finéere with 
and earneft prayer. 


I have the honour to be, see 
peas refpedt, 


MADAM, 
Your Majesty’s moft humble, 
And moft devoted fervant, 


HUGH BLAIR. 
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On the Truz Honour of Man. 





PROVERBS, iv. 8 . 


Lxalt her, and fhe foall promote thee ; foe 
JSoall bring thee to honour. 


CESARE love of honour is one of the 


we T NS “ftrongeft paffions in. the human 
Ye 3826 .3¢ heart. It thews itfelf in our earlieft 


years; and is coéval with the firft exer- 


_ tions of reafon. It accompanies us through 
all the ftlages of fubfequent life; and in 


private ftations difcovers itfelf no lefs thane 


in the higher ranks of fociety. In their 
ideas of what conftitutes honour, men 


greatly vary, and often grofsly etr.. But’ 


of fomewhat, which they conceive to form 


SERM 


Vou. III, B pre- 


cos 
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pre-eminence and diftinction, all are de- 
firous. All with, by fome means or other, 
‘to acquire Hebe from thofe among whom 
they live; and to contempt ard difgrace, 
none are infenfible. 

Among the advantages which attend re- 
ligion and virtde, the honour which they 
confer on man is frequently mentioned in 
{cripture as one of the moft confiderable. 
Wifdom is the principal thing, fays Solomon, 
in the paflage where the text lies ; therefore 
get wifdom; and, with all thy getting, get 
underftanding. Exalt ber, and fhe fball pro= 
mote thee; [he fhall bring thee to honour, when 
thou dof? embrace her. Shé foall give to thine 
head an ornament of grace; a crown of glory 
foall [oe deliver to thee. It is evident that 
throughout all the facted writings, and 
particularly in the book of Proverbs, by 
wifdom is to be underftood a principle of 
religion producing virtuous condu@. The 
fear of the Lord is {aid to be the beginning 
of wifdom: And by this fear of the Lord 
men are faid to depart from evil; to walk 
in the way of good men, and to keep the path 
Qf the righteous ®, Man is then regulated by 


mG Prew ii, 20, 


a the 


Bec 
Ee rs 
# 


On the true Honour of Man. 


the wifdom which is from above, when he is SERM. 


formed by piety to the duties of virtue and 
morality; and of the wifdom which pro- 
duces this effect, it is afferted in the text, 
that it bringeth us to honour. 


On this recommendation of relisted ie 


is the. more neceflary to fix our attention, 
becaufe it is often refufed to it by men of 
the world. ‘Their notions of honour are 
apt to run in a very different channel. 
Wherever religion is mentioned, they con- 
ne& with it ideas of melancholy and de- 
jection, or of mean and feeble fpirits. They 
perhaps admit that it may be ufeful to the 


multitude, as a principle of reftraint from | 


diforders and crimes; and that to perfons 
‘ of a peculiar turn of mind it may afford 
confolation under the diftreffes of life: but 
from the aétive fcenes of the world, and 
from thofe vigorous exertions which dif- 
play to advantage the human abilities, they 
incline totally to exclude it. It may foothe 
the timid or the fad: But they confider it 


as having no conneGtion with what is pro-_ 


per to raife mento honour and diftinétion. 
I fhall now endeavour to remove this re- 
proach from religion; and to thew that in 

B 2 every 
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every fituation in human life, even: in the 
higheft ftations, it forms the honour, as well - 
as the happinefs of man. 

But firft, let us be careful to niinin 
what true religion is. I admit that there 


. isacertain fpecies of religion, (if we can’ 


‘ee 


give it that name,) which has no claim to 
fuch high diftin@tion; when it is placed 
wholly in. fpeculation and belief, in the 
regularity of external homage, or in fiery 
zeal about contefted opinions. From a fu- 
perftition inherent in the human mind, the 
religion of the multitude ‘has always. been 
tinctured with too much. of this {pirit. 
They ferve God as they would ferve a 
proud mafter, who may be flattered by 
their :proftrations, appeafed by their. gifts, 
and gained by loud proteftations of attach- . 
ment to his intereft, and of enmity. to all 


~ whom they fuppofe to.be his foes. But 


this is not that c4/dom .to which Solomon 
afcribes, in the text, fuch high preroga- 
tives. It is not the religion. which we 
preach, nor;.the religion of Chrift.. "That 
religion confifts in the love of God and 
the love of man, grounded on faith in the 
Lord. Jefus: Gbrilts the great Redeemer of 

‘the 
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the world, the Interceffor for the penitent, SER™M. 
and thé patron of the virtuous; through aes 


whom ‘we enjoy comfortable’ accefs to the 
Sovereign of the univerfe' in the ads of 
worfhip and’ devotion. It confifts in jut 
tice, humanity, and mercy}; ina fair and 
candid mind, a generous ‘and affectionate 
heart’; accompanied with temperance, felf- 
government, and a perpetual regard in all 
our actions to confcience and to the law 
of God. Av religions, and a thoroughly 
virtuous oapad therefore I confider as 
. the fame. : 


By the true honour of man is to’ be 
‘underftood, not ‘what merely commands 
external .refpedt, but what commands the 

refpe& of the heart: what raifes one to 
acknowledged eminence above others of the 
fame {pecies ; what always creates efteem, 
and in its higheft degree produces vene- 
ration. The queéftion now before us is, 
From what caufe this eminence arifes? By 
‘what means is it to be attained? 


, Fah. eet 
GH j ; } 7h yi : 


Tsay, firft, from riches it does fot arife. 
7 oor, ‘we ‘all know, may belong to the 
ee 5 3 vileft 
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vileft of mankind. Providence has fcattered 
them among the crowd with an undiftin-— 


guifhing hand, as of purpote to. fhew of 


what {mall account they are in the fight of 
God. Experience every day proves that 
the poffeffion cf them is confiftent with 
the moft general contempt. On this point 
therefore I conceive it not neceflary to in- 


fit any longer. 


NEITHER does the honour of man arife 
from mere dignity of rank or office. Were 


‘fuch diftin€tions always, or even generally, 


obtained in confequence of uncommon me- 
rit, they would indeed confer honour. on 
the character. But, in the prefent ftate of 
fociety, it is too well known that this is 
not the cafe. They are often the confe- 
quence of birth alone. They are fome- 
times the fruit. of mere dependance and 


_ affiduity. They may be the recompence 
of flattery, verfatility, and intrigue; and 


fo be conjoined with meannefs and bafe- 


nefs of character. To perfons graced with 
noble birth, or placed in high ftations, 
much external honour is due. This is 
what the fubordination of fociety necefla- | 

ily 
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xily requires; and what every good mem- 
ber of it will cheerfully yield. But how 
_often has it happened that fuch’ perfons, 
_ wwhen externally refpefted, are, neverthe- 
lefs, defpifed by men in their hearts; nay, 
fometimes execrated by the public? Their 
elevation, if they have been unworthy of 
it, is fo far from procuring them true 
honour, that it only renders: their infigni- 
ficance, perhaps their infamy, more confpi- 
euous. By drawing attention to their .con- 
-du&, it difcovers in the moft glaring light 
how little they deferved the flation which 
they poflefs, 


I musr next obferve, that the proper 


honour of. man arifes not from fome of thofe . 
{plendid aGions and abilities which excite’ 


high admiration. Courage and prowefs, 
military renown, fignal victories and con~ 
quefts, may render the name of a man 
famous, without rendering his chara&er 
truly honourable. To, many brave men, 
to many heroes renowned in ftory, we look 
up with wonder. Their exploits are re- 
corded. Their praifes are fung. They ftand, 
as on an eminence, above the reft of man- 

: By kind. 
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kind. Thien eminence, neverthelets, may 
not be of that fort before which we bow 


with inward efteem and refpe&. Some- _ 


thing more is wanted for that purpofe, than 
the conquering arm and the intrepid mind. 
The laurels of the warrior muft at all times 
be dyed in blood, and bedewed with the 
tears of the widow and the orphan. - But. 


‘if they have been ftained by rapine and 1 in- 


humanity ; if fordid avarice has marked his 
charaGter ; or low and grofs fenfuality has 
degraded his life ; ; the great hero {inks into 


a little-man. . What at: a diftance, | or on a 


fuperficial view, we admire, becomes mean, 
perhaps odious, when we examine it more 
clofely. It is like the coloffal ftatue, whofe 
immenie fize {truck the {peCator afar off 
with aftonithme: nt; but when nearly viewed, 

it appears difproportioned, uplypely and » 
rude. 

Obfcreadtiite of the at kind may be 
applied to all, the reputation derived from | 
civil accomplifhments ; from ,the. refined . 
politics of the Statefman ; or ‘thé literary 
efforts.of genius and_erudition.!, Thefe bé- 
ftow, and within certain bounds, ought. 
te peltow, eminence and diftinCtion jon, 

men. 
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men. They difcover talents which in them- SERM. 
elves are fhining ; and which become high~ isuai 
ly valuable, when employed’in advancing 
the good of mankind. Hence, they fre- 
| quently give rife to fame. But a diftine- 
tion is to be made between fame and true 
honour. © The former is a loud and noify 
-applaufe, the latter, a more filent and in- 
ternal homage. Fame floats on the breath 
of the multitude; Honour refts on the 
‘judgment of the thinking. Fame may 
give praife while it withholds efteem: 
True honour implies efteem mingled with 
‘refpe@t. The one regards particular diftin- 
guifhed talents; the other looks up to the 
whole charaéter. Hence the ftatefman, the 
orator, or the poet, may be famous; while 
yet the man himfelf is far from being ho- 
noured. We envy his abilities. We with 
to rival them. But we would not choofe to 
‘be claffed with him who poffeffed them. 
Inftances of this fort are too often found in 
every récord of ancient or modern hiftory. 
From all this it follows, that, in order to 

_ difcern where man’s true honour lies, we 
mul moe) ‘not to any adventitious circum- 
: {tance 
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sERM, ftance of fortune; not toany fingle fparkling 


I. 
+ abnormal 


the mind and the foul. 
to fear, to felfith intereft and corruption; 
a mind governed by the principles of uni- 


quality ; but to the whole of what forms 
aman; what entitles him, as fuch, to rank 
high among that clafs of beings to which 
he belongs; in a word, we muft look to 
A mind fuperior 





form rectitude and integrity; the fame in 


profperity and adverfity.; which no bribe 
can feduce, nor,terror overawe; neither by 
pleafure melted into effeminacy, nor by 
diftrefs funk into dejeGtion ;. fuch is the 


mind which forms the diftingtion and emi- 


~mence of men. One, who in no fitua- : 


tion of life is either afhamed. or afraid of 
difcharging his duty,.and acting his proper 


part with firmnefs and conftancy ; true to 


the God whom he worfhips, and true.to 


the faith.in which he profeffes to. believe ; 


full of affeiion to his brethren of man- 
kind ; faithful to his friends, generous:to 
his enemies, warm with compaffion to the 
unfortunate ; felf-denying to little private 
interefis and pleafures, but zealous for pub- 
lic intereft and happinefs; magnanimous, 
without being proud ; humble, without be- 


- Ing 
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dni ‘mean ; ate without being harth: fim- sp RM, 


ple in his manners, but manly in his feel- 
ings; on whofe word you:can entirely rely ; 
»whofe countenance never deceives you, 
whofe profeffions of kindnefs are the effu- 
fions of his heart ; one, in fine, whom, in- 
dependent of any views of advantage, you 
would choofe for a fuperior, could truft in 
as a friend, and could love as a brother: 

-This isthe man, whom in your heart 
above all others, you do, you mutt, honour. 





“Suc a-charaéter, imperfe@ly as it ee 
now been-drawn, all muft acknowledge to 
be formed folely by the influence of fteady 

‘religion and virtue. It is the efle@ of 

principles which, operating on confcience, 
determine it uniformly to purfue what/oever 
things are true, whatfoever things are honeft, 
whatfoever things are jul, whatfoever things 
are pure, whatfoever things are lovely, what- 
foever things are of good report, if there be 
any virtue, and if there be any praife*. By 
thofe means, wi/dom, as the text afferts, 
bringeth us to honour. 


* Philip, iv. 8 
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- In confirmation of this do€trine it is to 


be obferved, that the ‘honour which man 
acquires by religion and virtue is more in- 


dependent and more complete, than what 


‘can be acquired by any other means. It is 


independent of any thing foreign or'exter- 

nal. It is not partial, but entire refpect 
which it procures. " ' Wherever fortune ‘is 
concerned, it is the ftation or rank which 
commands ‘our’ deference. Where fome 
fhining quality attracts admiration, it is only 
to a part of the charaéter that we pay ho- 


‘mage. “ But when a perfon is diftinguifhed 
‘for eminent’ worth and’ goodnefs, it is the 
“man, the’ whole man, ‘whom we refpeé. 
“The honour which he’ pofle Tefles is intrinfic. 
‘Place him in any fituation of life; even! an 
‘obfeure one} “let room only’ be given for 
‘his virtaés to come forth ‘and fhew' them 
vfelves, and-you will revere himas a pri- 


vate citizen ; or'as the father ofa family. 
{fin higher life he appear more illuftrions, 


‘this is not owing merély to the’ refpeet cree 


ated by rank. It is, Becaufe there a nobler 
{phere of ation is opened-‘to him; becaufe 


) 


his virtues are brought . forth into more - 


oe exertion; and placed in’ fuch 


con{pi- 
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con{picuous view, that he appears to-grace. SERM: 
and adorm the flation which he fills. Even cops 
in-the filence of retirement, or in the. re- 
treat of old age, fuch a man finks not into 
forgotten obfcurity; his remembered. vir- 
tues continue to be honoured, when their 
active exertions are over; and to the laft 
{tage of life he is followed by public efteem 
and refpect. . Whereas, if genuine worth 
be wanting,’ ‘the applaufe which may. have 
attended a man for a while, by degrees dies 
away. Though for a part of his life,, he 
had dazzled, the. world, this.was, owing to 
his. deficiency in the. effential qualities hav- 
ing not been, fufpected. -As foon .as the 
impofture is difcovered, .the falling ftar 
finks in darknefs.—There is, therefore, a 
ftandard. of independent,,.intrinfic worth, 
to, which we muft bring in-the. end what- 
ever claims to be honourable among men. 
By this we mutt ‘meafure .it 3 and jit will 
always be found, that nothing. but what is 
eflential to man has.power to,command the 
refpect of.man’s heart. . | 


@{F1In@ 5C> he Ee io j3 yp! | Fy ib 5 ha 
Ir is, to be farther obferved, that the 

univerfal confent of mankind in, honouring 
real 
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real virtue, is fufficient to fhew what the 
genuine fenfe of human nature is on this 
fubje&t. All other claims of honour are 
ambulatoryyand changeable. The degrees 
of refpect paid to external flations vary with 
forms of government, and fafhions of the 
times. Qualities which in one country are 
highly honoured, in another are lightly 
efteemed. Nay, what in fome regions of 
the earth diftinguifhes a man above others, 
might elfewhere expofe him to contempt or 
ridicule. But where was ever the nation 
on the face of the globe who did not ho- 
nour unblemifhed worth, unaffected piety, 
ftedfaft, humane, and regular virtue? To 
whom were altars ereéted in the Heathen 
world, but to thofe whom their merits and 
heroic labours, by their invention of ufeful 
arts, or by fome fignal aéts of beneficence 
to their country, or to mankind, were 
found worthy, in their opinion, to be tranf- 
ferred from among men, and added to the 
number of the gods? ——Even the coun 


terfeited appearances of virtue, which are 


fo often found in the world, are tefti- 
monies to its praife. ‘The hypocrite knows 
that, without afluming the garb of virtue, 
| every 
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ts 


every other advantage he can poflefs, is in= st RM. 


fufficientito procure him efteem. — Interfer- 
ence of intereft, or perverfity of difpo- 
fition, may occafionally lead individuals to 
oppofe, even to hate, the upright and the 
good. But however the characters ef fuch 
perfons may be miftaken or mifreprefented, 
yet, as far as they are acknowledged to 
be virtuous the profligate dare not traduce 
them. Genuine virtue has a language that 
{peaks to every heart throughout the world. 


It is a language which is underftood by all. 


In every region, “every clime, the homage 
paid to it is the fame. In no one fenti- 
ment were €ver mankind more i Simckies 
phar 


‘FINALLY, the Bases ead by reli- 
gion and virtue is honour divine and im- 
mortal. Jt:is honour, not in the eftima- 


tion wa men only, but in the fight of God 3. 


whofe judgment: is the. flandard of truth 
and right ; Pagani. approbation confers a 
crown of glory that fadeth not away. All 
the honour we.can gain among men is, li- 
mited ‘and confined. Its circle is, narrow. 
Its.duration is fhort and tranfitory. But 


the 


ess 
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the. honour, whichis: founded: on truegoods 
ne{s, accompanies us through the whole pro- 
grefs of our exiftence. It enters with man 
into,a future ftate; and.coatinues to brighten. 
throughout, eternal,ages. » What procured. 
him, re{pect on earth, fhall render, him, efti+ 
mable among the. great,aflembly , of angels. 
and Spirits, of. “juft men, made perfec; wheres 
we are aflured, they who, have been eminent. 
in righteoufnefs fhall /bine as the brightnefs. 
of the firmament and as the fiars for\ever 


and ever*, Earthly honours are both fhort-} 


lived i in their continuance, and, while they; 
laft, tarnifhed with {pots and ftainsi;,Qne — 
fome quarter or other, their brightnefs\ is; 
obf{cured ; their exaltation is humbled. Buty 
the honour which proceeds from,God,and\{ 
virtue, is unmixed and pure.» It is a,lufttes 
which isderived from heaven, andis likenedgr 
in Scripture, 40 the light of the morning avhen* 
the fun, rifeth, even a morning witheutclouds, 


tothe light which foineth more.and more unto. 


the perfect day +. Whereas the honours whichy 
the world. confers refemble the: feeble and 
twinkling flame of a taper ;; which is often 
clouded by the {moke it,fendsforth);::is» 


* Daniel, ‘xii. 3. a di 2-Sam. xxii, 4.3°Provi iv. 1! + 
13 always 
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always: es anid foon ~ vata 
reg ; Oy: : 


» Ler him, therefore, who retains any fenfe 
of human dignity ; who feels within him 
that defire of honour which is congenial to 
man, afpire to the gratification of this paf- 
fion by methods which are worthy of his 
nature. ~Let him/not reft on any of thofe 
external diftin@ions which vanity has con- 
trived to introduce. Thefe ‘can’ procure 
him no’ more than’ the femblance 8f re- 
fpe&. Let him-not be Aattered by the’ 
applaufe which fome occafional difplay of 
abilities may have gained him. That ap- 


x7 
ore 
ee 


plaufe may be ‘mingled with ‘contempt. — 


Let him look to what will dignify his cha- 


racter'as a man. Let him cultivate thofe’ 
moral qualities which all men in their hearts’ 


refpe&t.. Wifdom thall then give to bis head 
an ornament of grace, a crown of glory foalt 
foedeliver to him: This is an honour to 


whichall may afpire. It isa prize, for which’ 


ewery One,’ whether of high or low ‘rank, 


may contend. “It is always in his power fo 


todiftinguith himfelf by worthy and virtuous 
conduct, as to command the refpect of thofe 
Vox, LI. oF around 
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around him ; and) what is higheft of all, to 
obtain ard and fonpir iis? God. 2g insrt 


: it fs 
| , g 


LET noone imagine aici in ‘the ne . 
part of this charaéter there is: any thing 
which ca{ts over it agloomy thade, or dero= 
gates from that efteem which men are genes 
rally difpofed to yield to.exemplary virtues. 
Falfe ideas may be entertained of religion; 
as falfe and imperfect conceptions of virtue 
have often prevailed in the world.) «But to 
true religion there belongs no fullen gloom; 
no melancholy aufterity, tending to with+ 
draw men from human fociety, or to-dimi- 
nifh the exertions of ative virtue. Om the 
contrary, the religious principle, rightly 
underfiood, not only unites with all.fuch 
virtues, but fupports, fortifies, and confirms 
them. It is fo far from ob{curing the. luftre 
of acharadter, that it heightens and ennobles 
it.. It adds to all the moral virtues a-vene- 
rable and authoritative dignity.) It renders 
the virtuous charafter more auguit., To the 
decorations of a palace it a the majefty 
of a temple, cgi ye see 

He who divides) velintowh ese virtue 
underftands neither the one norothe other 


j ty 
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6: 


It is) the union, of the two, which confum- SERM: 


miates the Human character,and, flate. » It 
is their union which ‘has diftinguithed thofe 
greatiand illuftrious men, who-have-fhone 
with)foymuch honour in former ages; and 
whofe. memory lives)'in the reayembrance 
of: fucceeding ‘generations. 1: ‘Iteas \ their 
union which forms: that .w ifdom which ts 
from: above ; that witdom to which the text 
aferibes fuch high effects; and to which 
belongs the fublime encomium given) of it 


byan author of one of the. apocryphal - 


books of Scripture: with whofe beautiful 
and emphatical expreffions I conclude this 
difcourfe: Lhe memorial of virtue is immor+ 
fal It is known with God, and with men, 
When it is prefent, men take example at it; 
and when it is gone, they defire it: It wear= 
eth a crown, and triumpheth for ever ; hav= 


ing gotten the vittory, firiving for undefiled | 


‘ rewards. Wifdom is the breath of the power 
of God, and a pure influence flowing from 
the glory of the Almighty. Therefore can-no 
defiled thing fall into her... She is the bright- 
nefs of the everlafting light; the unfpotted 
mirror ofthe power of God; and the image 
eg Saoduefs.» Remaining in berfelf, foe 

G2 maketh 


a 


\ 
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SERM. “aia all things new ; and in all ages i=. 
wes tering into holy fouls, foe maketh them friends 


of God, and Prophets: For God loveth none 
but him fie 49 dwell Leth Af e ‘She is 
more beayti iful Goer par ie ana above all the 
order of the fiars. Being compared with 
light, foe is found before i¢*) 


dy 


* Wildom of Gotin gta 25, 26, 27, 28, 29 
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uae xin 15. 
Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and weep 
with them that weep. 


HE amiable fpirit of our holy reli- sERM. 


gion: appears in nothing more than 

in the care it hath taken to enforce on men 
the focial duties of life. This is one of the 
cleareft charateriftics. of its being a reli- 
gion whofe origin is divine: For every 
doétrine which proceeds from the Father of 
mercies will undoubtedly. breathe benevo- 
lence and humanity. This is the feope of 
the two exhortations in the text, ¢o rejoice 
with them that rejoice, and ta weep with them 
that weep; the one calculated to promote 
the happinefs, the other to alleviate the 
C3 forrows, 


il. 
Yoon 


e~ 
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S E RM forrows, of our fellow creatures ; - both con- 
wets curring to form that temper which interefts 


-part in their joys, and in their. forrows.., 


us in the concerns of our brethren ; vi which | 

dilpofes us to feel along with them, to take” 

This temper is known by. the name of Sen 
fibility ; ne word which in, “modern times | 

we hear in the mouth of every. one; a qua; one 
lity which every ‘one affedls to poffefs, in, 
itfelf a moft amiable and worthy difpofi-. 
tion of mind, but often miftaken an ta 
abufed ; 3 employed as a cover, fometimes to. 
a: capricious humour, fometimes to felf th 
paffions. I fhall endeavour to explain, the 


nature of true fenfibility. I thall confider., 
its effedts ; and, after fhewing its advantages, 


thal point out the, abufes, and miftaken, . 


forms of this virtue, me 


‘Tue original conftitution of our nature 
with ‘refpeét to the mixture of felfith a 
focial affections, difcovers in ‘this, as Fito 
every other part of ur frame, profound and’ 
admirable wifdom. ~ Each individual is, by” 
his Creator, committed particularly to him-" 
felf, and his own care. He has it more in” 
his on, ‘to ie 2 ig own ‘welfare than a 
a aay 


» On Senfibility. 

any « other perfon can poffibly have to pro- 
mote it. It was therefore fit, it was necef- 
fary, that i in each individual felf-love thould 
be the ftrongeft. and moft active inftind. 

This felf-love, if he had been a being: who 
ftood folitary and alone, might have 
proved fufficient for the purpofe both of his 
prefervation and his welfare. But fuch. is 
not the fituation of man. He is mixed 
among multitudes, of the fame naturé. In 
t efe multitudes, the felf-love of one man, 
or attention to his particular intereft, en- 
caquieting the felf-love and the interefts of 
anot er could not but produce frequent 


oppofition, and innumerable mifchiefs. It 
was heceflary, therefore, to provide a coun-— 
terbalance to this part of his nature; which | 


is “accordingly done by implanting in him 


23 
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thofe focial and benevolent inftinéts which — 


lead him in fome meafure out of himfelf, to 


follow the intereft of, others... ‘The ftrength., 


of -thefe . focial inftinds. is,.. in», general, 
proportioned to their importance,,in,, hu-~ 


man life, Hence; that degree, of fenfi-. 


bility, which, prompts. us, to, weép, avith, 
them that. weep, is ftronger. than, that which rs 


prompts. a to. rejoice zwith them. that rejoice 3) 


yee C4 for 
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for this reafon,. that «the, unhappy ftand, 
more in\ need of .cur, fellow-feeling and 
affiftance than. the profperous... .Still,, howe 
ever, it was requifite, that.in ¢ach:indivie 
dual the quantity of, felf-love fhould remain 
in..a large; proportion},on account idfidts. 
importance |to the prefervation of: his) life 
and well-beings, But as the quantity>:re= 
quifite for this, purpofe’is apt bothi:todms 
grofs his attention, and» to: carry chim’ inte 
criminal. exceflés, the perfection of his ata: 
ture is meafured by the due counterpoife of 
thofe focial principles which; tempering the 
force ,of the felfith afféetion,» vreitder Mah 
equally! ufeful to himfelf, and to thofe with 
whom he is joined-in fociety?’ ‘Hencetht 
wfevand the value of that fenfibility of whic 
we new itheat. 907 1° 2G RO GW 240 %7 
} OSIM WO ss 

eee it, eortfeuhih ani esti part ofa 
salbcighticial tha Siete there canbe no. doubt. 
Not only are the :words of the text exprefs 
to this purpofe, but the whole New! Téfta- 
ment abounds with paflages which enjoin 
the, cultivation, of this difpofitiony: Being 
all one body and members one of another, .we 
are commanded to love our neighbour as our- 


2* : | ng 


On: Senpibility, ois 
jeifs to look every man} not on his'dwn'things s¥. wig 
arly, but on'thofe of others alfo;'to be pitiful, beeen 
tobe courteous; tobe tendér-bearted + to bear 
one another's burdens, and Jo to fulfil the law 
ofsGhrife*oo The difpofitions ‘oppofite to 
fenfibilityoare cruelty, hardne{s of heart, 
contracted attachment'to worldly interefts; 
whichievery one will:admit to be direétly 
oppofiteito the Chriftian: character. “Ac> 

cording to the different: degrees of conftitu- 
tional;warmth in men’s affections, fenfibility 
may;-evem among the virtuous, prevail: in 
different proportions. For all derive! not 
from,-nature the/fame happy delicacy, and 
tendernefs of feeling. With fome, the ‘heart 
melts, and relents, in, kind emotions, much 
nore eafily than) with others. Burswith - 
every one who afpires at the charagter ofia 
good man, it is neceflary that the humane 
and scompaffionate difpofitions fhould be 
found... There muft be that’ within him 
-which fhall form him to feel in fome degree 
with’ the Heart ofa brother; and when he 
beholds.others: enjoying happinefs, or’ fees 
them. funk) injforrow, fhall bring. his» af- 
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fections to accord, and, if we may, fpeak 
fo, to found a note unifon to. theirs. ., This, 
is. to. rejoice, with them that rejoices, anid, to. 
weep with them that weep. How much,, 
this temper belongs to the perfeGion. of .. 
our nature, we. learn from one who_exhi-,, 
bited that perfection in its higheft degree., 
When our. Lord Jefus, on a-certain ocea- . 
fion, came to the grave of a, beloved friend,, 
and {aw his relations mourning around. ity 
he prefently caught the impreflion of their | 
forrow ; . he groaned, in fpirit and: as 
pou hina He knew that he was about. to. 


remove, the. caufe, of their diftrefs, by. 


recalling Lazarus to life: yet, in the mo- 
ment of grief, his heart fympathifed with 
theirs ; and, together with the weeping 


friends, 7 efus wept... ye 


Lev us next proceed to confider the effkee 
of this virtuous fenfibility on our. ape 
and our ‘ftaté. I fhall confider it in two 
views ; its influence on our moral ied 
and its influence on our happinels, : 


Bris It powerfully infigacelfithe pres 0 


‘Pet difcharge of all the relative and focial 


ytiyal 
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dages of life. Without fome difcharge of SERM. 


thute duties” there could be no neue or 


fecurity in- “human fociety. Men would 


beconie hordes of favages, perpetually ,ha- 
raffing ‘one another. ei one way or other, 
therefore, the great duties of focial life muft 
_be*performed. There muft be among man- 
_kirtd fome teciprocal co-operation and aid. 
In this, all confent./ But let us obferve, 
that théfe duties may be performed from 


different principles, and in different ways. 


_ Sometimes they are performed merely from 


détency and regard to charater; fome=— 
times from fear and even from thelfithnefs, © 


which obliges men to fhew kindnefs, in or- 


der that they may receive returns of it. In 
fuch © eafes, the exterior of fair behaviour. 
may be preferved. But all will admit, that | 
when from conftraint only, the offices of 

feeming, kindnefs are performed, little de-». 
pendance can be placed on them, and little. 


value a allowed, to,them, 


By .others, thefe offices are Aildaetved ) 


folely from a principle of duty. They are 
mem of cold-affetions, and perhaps of an 


interefted:character. But, overawed by a). 


 fenfe of religion, and convinced that they 
tL me are 
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On en 
ate bound + be beneficent, they full aap 


cp. FIO diag 
courfe of relative duties with re ‘Tegula tenors 
fe ad sd Sih 

Such men act from confe cience vand p prin 


ciple. ‘So far they do well, and are, wore 
thy of praife. They afi fe see fanaa 85 
they § give ‘to the poor ; : ‘they do Sid tice to 
all. Bat what © a different ‘comple exion ue 
given to the fame adtions , how much higher 
flavour ‘do ‘they. acquire, when they flow 
from the fenfibility of a . feeling mee e 
‘one be not moved by affeion, even dup- 
pofing” ‘hint ‘influenced “by principle, fh h 
will go" no “farther: Hak: fri ong 
‘appears to” require.” “He will advance, flow- 
ly aid rélu@antly, ‘As it is juftice, “hot 
§ Bik ge 3 9911 
genierobity,” ‘which | impels him, — he | “will 
‘often ‘feel a as a taf what he is ‘required by 
eonicienee to perform. Whereas t o him, 
v who is ‘prompted by virtuous fenfibility ls 
‘every Office of beneficence and humanit ity is 
a pleafure, ” ‘He gives, affits, and relieves, 
‘not merely becaule he is bound to. do ‘fo, 


but becaufe ‘it “would ‘be painful for bh im 
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‘to refrain. Hence, ‘the fmalleft benefit “he 


DIQY 


“Conifers ries in ‘its: ‘value, c on “account of 1 its 


carrying the affeGtion of the piver imprefie d 
upon the gift. It fpeaks his heart, and the 
/  difcovery 
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greater confequence than all that liberality 
can beftow. How. often mill the affectionate 
{mile of approbation. gladden the humble, 
and taife the ‘dejeded t. How often will 
the To 00k of tender fy mpathy, or the tear 
that” ‘involuntarily: falls, impart conflation 
to the unhappy? By means. of, this cor- 
re{pondence of hearts, all the great duties 
which \ we owe t to one another are both per- 
for ed to’ more, advantage, and endeared 
in nthe performance, From. true fenfibility 
tear’ a ‘th, oufand good offices, apparently 
in oe but of high. import- 

ance ie the felicity « of others ; offices which 
altogether efcape 1 the obfervation of the cold 
id, unfeeling, who, by, the hardnefs. of 
a ir manner, ‘render themfelves unamiable, 
‘even when ‘they 1 mean to do good. . How 


Bappy py! then would it be for smankind, if this: 


affectic onate difpofition prevailed more gene~ 
rally i in the world | How much would the 
fi ‘of public virtue and public felicity, be 
increafed, if, men were always inclined to 
‘Tejoice “with hem that reoice, and to. aycep 
di them that we: ; 
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Bur, befides the effe& of fuch a temper 


% ii , on general. virtue and happinefs, let us con- 


 fider its effect on the happinefs of him who 


pofleffes it, and the various pleafures to 
which it gives him accefs. If he be mafter 
of riches or influence, it affords him the 
means of encreafing his own enjoyment, 
by relieving the wants, or increafing the 
comforts, of others, If he command not 
thefe advantages, yet all the comforts 
which he fees in the poffeffion of the 


‘deferving, become in fome fort, his, by his 


rejoicing in the good which they enjoys, - 
Even the face of nature yields a fatisfaction 
to, him which the infenfible can - never, 
know. ‘The profufion of goodnefs which 
he beholds poured: forth on the univerfe! 
dilates his heart with the thought that, in- 
numerable multitudes around him are bleft 
and happy. When he fees the labours of; 
men, appearing to profper, and views | a; 
country flourithing in wealth and induf, 
try; when he beholds the fpring coming, 


_ forth in its beauty, and reviving the des 


eayed face of mature; or in autumn) be+ 


holds the Tei loaded, vans roe, aie 
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his ‘affeions with’ gratitude to the great 
Father! of all,” mae aban in ‘the general 
peice anil j sip 

a i may indeed ‘be’ oayjeaida: that the seis 
. fenfibility lays opén'the heart to be pierced 
with many ‘wounds fromm the diftreffes 
which abound id the world; expofes us to 
frequent fuffering from ‘he participation 
which it communicates, of the forrows, as 
well as of the joys of friendthip.’ But let 
it! be “confidered, that the tender melan- 
choly° of fympathy is accompanied with a 
fenfation ‘which “théy' who feel it would 


not°exchange for the gratifications of the 
felfifh: When the heart is ftrongly moved 


by’ any of the kind affe&tions, even when 


it pours itfelf forth ‘in virtuous forrow, a 
fecret attraGtive charm mingles with the’ 


painful emotion; there is a joy in the 


midft of grief. Let it be farther confidered 
That the griefs which fenfibility introduces 
are’ counterbalanced by pleafyres which 


flow from the fame fource, Senfibility 
heightens in general the human powers, 


_and®is connected with acutenefs in all our. 


feelings, If it makes us ‘more alive ta 
det Xe fome 
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fome painful fenfations, in return it ren- 


. ders the pleafing ones more vivid and 


animated: The felfith man languithes in 
his narrow circle ef pleafures. They are 
confined. to what affects his own intereft. 
He is obliged to repeat the fame gratifica- 
tions till they become infipid. But the. 
man of virtuous fenfibility moves in a wider 
fphere of felicity. His powers are much 
more frequently called forth into occu 
pations of pleafing activity. Numberlefs- 
occafions open to, him, of indulging his’ 
favourite tafte, by conveying fatisfaciion to. 


‘others, Often it is in his power, in one 


way or other, to foothe the affli@ted heart, 
to carry fome confolation into the houfe of 
woe. In the fcenes of ordinary life, in the 
domeftic and focial intercourfes of men, 
the cordiality of his affections cheers and 
gladdens him. Every appearance, every: 
defcription of innocent happinefs, is en- 
joyed by him. Every native expreflion of 
kindnefs and affetion among others is felt. 
by him, even though he be not the object 
of it. . Among a circle of friends, enjoying 
one another, he is as happy as the happiett,’ 
In a word, he lives in a different fort of 

“*2 world 


On Senfibility, 
world,from,ywhat the felfifh man’ Hbhabiew 
He. poffeffes).a new: fenfe;: which énablés 
him to behold obje&ts: which the felfith 


cannot fee, At the-fame time, his enjoy+ 


ments, are; not of that» kinds which’ remain 
merely oni the furface'of the mind.-: They 
penetrate the heart: «oThey enlarge and 
elevate, they :refine:and ennobleit.; To all 
thé, pleafing-emotions of affection, they add 
‘the sdignified confcioufnefs of virtue. ——~ 
Children: »of Men! Men! formed by nature 
ta;liye,and, to feel agibrethren !) How long 
willyy.é.continue. to eftrange yourfelves:from 
Gne, another by competitions and jealoufies, 
whenjin cordial union ye might’bé fo.much 
more, bleft;?'| How:long will -ye feek'your 
happinefs: in felfith.eratifications alone, ne- 
gleGing thofepurer:and “better: foutces' of 
joys: ee cispaieahmeibnosr — tte 
hearth i, gh) iret ath ed oy 

aes srs daaiaroall big SUE Der HSB 
Hav NG now explained the nature, and 
fhowne the» value :and=high “advantages of 
true fenfibility, J proceed to point‘out fome 
of, the »miftaken forms, and abufes of this 
: virtue-——In modern times, the chief im- 
peepee of whichiwe have to boaft is a 
‘Von, HL D fenfe 
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SERM. fenfe of humanity. ’' ‘This; notwithftanding — 
Il. ‘the’ felfifhnefs that’ ftill’ prevails, is the‘fa+ 
vourite'and diftinguifhing virtue of the agé. 
On general, manners, ‘and on feveral depart- 
mients of fociety, it‘ has had confiderable 
influence. It has abated the fpirit of per- 
fecution; it has-even tempered the horrors 
of war;.and.man is now more afhamed, 
than he was in fome former ages, of ating 
as a favage to man. | Hence, fenfibility is 
become fo reputable a quality, that: the ap- 
pearance of ‘it is frequently affumed “whet 
the reality is» wanting. «Softnefs of man 
“ners muft not be miftaken’ for true fenfi- 
bility. Senfibility indeed tends to produce 
gentlenefs in’ behaviour’;’and when fuch 
‘behaviour flows from native affeion, ‘it*is 
valuable’ and amiable. But ‘the exterior 
manner alone may be learned in the fchool 
‘of the world; and often, too often, is found 
to cover much unfeeling hardnefs of heart. 
Profeffions of fenfibility on ‘every’ trifling 
-occafion, joined with the appearance of 
exceffive’ foftnefs, and a protufion: of fen- 
timental ‘language, | afford: always’ much 
ground for diftruft, : They create the: fuf- 
picion of a ftudied character, »- Frequently, 
bona M under 
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under a negligent and feemingly rough 
manner, there lies a tender, and feeling 
_ heart. Manlinefs and fenfibility are, fo far 
from being incompatible, that the truly 
brave are for the moft part generous and 
humane; while the foft and effeminate ‘are 
hardly capable of any vigorous exertion of 
affection. 

As fenfibility fuppofes delicacy of feel- 
ing with refpe& to others, they who affect 
the higheft fenfibility are apt to carry this 
delicacy to excefs. ‘They are, perhaps, not 
incapable of the warmth of difinterefted 
friendfhip; but they are become fo re- 
fined in all their fenfations; they enter 

tain fuch high notions of what ought to 
 correfpond in the feelings of others to theit 
own; they are fo mightily hurt. by every 
thing which comes not up to their ideal 
ftandard of reciprocal affection, as to pre- 
duce difquiet and. uneafinefs to all with 
whom they are connected... Hence, unjuft 
fufpicions of their friends ; hence, ground- 
Jefs upbraidings and complaints. of un- 
kindnefs; hence, a pronenefs. to take vio- 
lent offence at trifles. In confequence of 
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examining their friends with a microfcopic 
eye, what to an ordinary obferver would 
not bé unpleafing, to them is grating and 
difgufting. At the bottom of the charaéter 


of fuch perfons there always lie much pridé 


and. attention to themfelves.. This “is ‘in- 


deed a falfe fpecies of fenfibility. . Iris the 


fubftitution of a capricious and irritable de- 
licacy, 1 in the room of that plain and native 
tendernefs of heart, which prompts men to 
view others with an indulgent eye, and to 
make great allowances for the imperfe€tions 
which are fometimes adherent to the moft 
amiable qualities. | 


. “Tnere. are others who affe& not fen- 
fibility to this extreme, but who found 
high claims to themfelves upon the degree 
of intereft which they take in the concerns 
of others. Although their fenfibility can 
produce no benefit to the perfon who is 
its objet, they always conceive that it en+ 
titles themfelves:to {ome profitable returns. 
Thefe, often, are perfons ef refined and art- 
ful charagter ; who partly deceive them- 
felves, ‘and partly employ their fenfibility 
as a cover to intereft. He who aéts from 

genuine 
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genuine affeQion, when he is feeling along 
with others in their joys or forrows, thinks 
not of any recompence to which this gives 
him a title. He follows the impulfe of his 
heart. He obeys the dictates of his nature; 
juft as the vine by its nature produces 
fruit, and the fountain pours forth its 
ftreams. Wherever views of intereft, and 
profpeas of return mingle with the feel- 
ings of affeGion, fenfibility aéts an imper- 
fe&t part, and entitles us to fmall {hare of 
praife. 


BuT fuppofing it to be both complete 
and pure, I muft caution you againft reft- 
ing the whole merit of your charaCter on 
fenfibility alone. It is indeed a happy 
conftitution of mind. It fits men for the 
proper difcharge of many duties, and gives 
them accefs to many virtuous pleafures. 
It is requifite for our acceptance either 
with God or man. At the fame time, if 
it remain» i inftinctive feeling alone, it 
will form no more than an imperfeé& cha- 
rater. Complete virtue is of a more 


exalted and dignified nature. It fuppofes 
fenfibility, good temper, and benevolent 


D 3 affec- 


37 
SERM, 


38 


SERM. 


baer 
Ck 


of 
ces 


On Senfibility. 
affections; it includes them as effential | 
parts; but it reaches farther: It fuppofes 
them to be: flrengthened and confirmed by 
principle ; it requires them to be fupport- 
ed by juftice, temperance, fortitude, and 
all thofe other virtues which enable us to 
a& with propricty in the trying fituations 
of life. 

It is very poffible for a man to poffefs 
the kind affections in a high degree, while 


at the fame time he is carried away by 


paffion and pleafure into many criminal 
deeds. Almoft every man values himfelf 
on poffeffing virtue in one or other of its 
forms. He withes to lay claim to fome 
quality which will render him eftimable 
in his own eye, as well as in that of the 
public. Hence it is common for many,’ 
efpecially for thofe in the higher clafles of 
life, to take much praife to themfelves on 
account of their fenfibility, though it be, in 
truth, a fenfibility of a very defective kind. 
They relent at the view of mifery when it is 
ftrongly fet before them. Often too, affe@ed 
chiefly by the powers of defcription, it is 
at feigned and pictured diftrefs, more than 
at real mifery, that they relent. The tears 

which 
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which they fhed upon thefe occafions they SERM, 


confider as undoubted proofs of virtue. 
They applaud themfelves for the goodnefs 
of their hearts ; and conclude that with fuch 
feelings they cannot fail to be agreeable to 
Heaven. At the fame time thefe tranfient 
relentings make flight impreffion oncondudt. 
They give rife to few, if any, good deeds 
and foon after fuch perfons have wept at 
fome tragical tale, they are ready to ftretch 
forth the hand of oppreffion, to grafp at the 
gain of injuftice, or to plunge into the tor- 
rent of criminal pleafures. This fort of 
fenfibility affords no more than a fallacious 
claim to virtue, and gives men no ground 
to think highly of themfelves. We mutt 
inquire not merely how they feel, but how 
their feelings prompt them to aa, in order 
to afcertain their real character, 


I sHALL conclude with obferving, that 
fenfibility, when genuine and pure, has a 
ftrong connexion with piety. That warmth 
of affection and tendernefs of heart, which 
lead men to feel for their brethren, and ta 
enter into their joys and forrows, fhould 
naturally difpofe them to melt at the re- 
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SERM. membrance of the divine goodnefs ; to glow 

7. with admiration of the divine Majefty ; to 
fend up the voice of praife and adoration _ 
to that Supreme Being, who makes his . 
creatures happy. He who pretends to great 
fenfibility towards men, and yet has no 

- feeling for the high objects of religion, no 
heart to admire and adore the great Father 
of the univerfe, has reafon to diftruft the 
truth and delicacy of his fenfibility. He 
has reafon to fufpe@, that in fome corner 
of his heart there lodges a fecret depravity, 
an unnatural hardnefs and calloufnefs; which 
vitiates his character. Let us ftudy to 
join all the parts of virtue in proper union ; 
to be confiftently and uniformly good ; juft 
and upright, as well as pitiful and courteous; 
pious, as well as fympathifing. Let us pray 
to him who made the heart, that he would | 
fill it with all proper difpofitions ; rectify 
all its errors ; and render it the happy abode 
of perfonal integrity and focial tendernefs, 
of purity, benevolence, and devotion. 
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On the IMPROVEMENT of TIME. 





GENESIS, xlvii. 8. 


And Pharoah faid unto Facob, How old 
st art thou? 
oe £ 
IME is of fo great importance to man- 
kind that it cannot too often employ 
religious meditation, There is nothing in 
the management of which wifdom is more 
requifite, or where mankind. difplay their 
inconfiftency more. In its particular par- 
’ cels, they appear entirely carelefs of it; and 
throw it away with thoughtlefs profufion. 
But, when collected into fome of its great 
portions, and viewed as the meafure of 
their continuance in life, they become fen- 
fible of its value, and begin to regard it 
with a ferious eye. While day after day is 
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SERM. wafted in,a courfe of idlenefs or vicious 


_, pleafures, if fome incident fhall occur 


which leads the moft inconfiderate man to 
think of his age, or time of life; how 
much of it is gone ; at what period of it he 
is now arrived 5 and to what proportion of 
it he can with any probability look for- 
ward, as yet to come; he can hardly avoid 
feeling fome fecret compunétion, and re- 
flecting- ferioufly upon his flate. Happy 
if that virtuous impreflion were not of 
qomentary continuance, but retained. its 
influence amidft the fucceeding cares and ~ 
pleafures of the world! To the good, old 
Patriarch mentioned.in the text, we have 
reafon to believe that fuch impreffions 
were habitual.» The queftion put. to him 
by the Egyptian monarch produced, in his . 
anfwer, {uch refleions: as were naturally 
fuited to his time of life. dud. Facob faid 
unto Pharoah, the days of the years of my pil- 
grimage are an hundred and thirty years: 
Sew and evil have the days of the years of my 
life been, and have not attained unto the days 
of the years of the lifeof my fathers, in: the 
days of their pilgrimage. But, the peculiar 
circumftances of the patriarch, or the num- 

ber 
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ber of his years, are not to be the fubjet SERM.- 
of our prefent confideration. My purpofe _, 
“is to fhew how we fhould be affected in 
every period of human life, ‘by reflection 

upon our age, whether we be young or 
advanced in years; in order that the quefs 

tion, How old art thou? may never be put 

to any of us without fome good effec. 
There are three different portions of our 

life which fuch a queftion naturally calls to 
view; that part of it which is paft; that 
which is now prefent; and that to which 

we fondly look forward, as future. Let us 
confider in what manner we ought to be 
affeted by attending to each of thefe. 


I, Let us review that part of our time 
which is paft. According to the progrefs 
which we have made in the journey of life, 
the field which paft years prefent to our 
review will be more or lefs extenfive. But 
to every one they will be found to afford 
fufficient matter of humiliation and regret, 
For where is the perfon who, having acted 
for any time in the world, remembers not 
many errors and many follies in his paft 
behaviour? Who dares to fay, that he has 

improved, 
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SERM. improved, as he might have done, the va-+ 
u ee , tious advantages which were afforded him; 
and that he recalls nothing for which he 
has reafon. either to grieve or to bluth? 
When we recolle& the feveral ftages of life 
through which we have pafled; the fuc- 
ceflive occupations in which we have been 
engaged, the defigns we have formed, and 
the hopes and fears which alternately have 
filled our breaft; how barren for moft 
part is the remembrance; and how few 
traces of any thing valuable or important 
remain! Like charaGters: drawn on the 
fand, which the next wave wathes totally 
away ; fo one trivial fucceffion of events has 
effaced the memory of the preceding; and 
though we have feemed all along to be 
bufy, yet for much of what we have acted, 
‘we are neither wifer nor better than if fuch 
actions had never been. Hence let the re+ 
trof{pect of what is paft produce, as its firft 
effect, humiliation in our own eyes, and 
abalement before God. Much do human 
pride and felf-complacency: require fome 
correction; and that correction is never 
more effeCtually adminiftered, than by an 
amppartal and ferious review of former lifes 


But | 
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But though paft time be gone, we are SERM:) 


net to confider it as irredeemably loft. » “To 
a very profitable purpofe it may yet be ap- 
plied, if we lay hold-of it while it remains in 
remembrance, and oblige it to contribute to 
future improvement. If yow'have gained 
nothing» more by the years that are paft, 
you have at leaft gained: experience; and 
experience is the mother of wifdom.; You 
have feen the weak parts of your charaéters 
and’ may have difcovered the chief fources 
of your mifcondud. To thefe:let your at 


tention be directed; on thefe, let the proper 


guards be fet. If you have trifled long, 
refolve to trifle no more: » If your paffions. 
have often betrayed and. degraded you, 
ftudy how they maybe ‘kept, in future, 
under better difcipline. Learn, at the fame 
time, never to truft senlamieniadd y in your 
own wifdom. Humbly apply to the Aus 
thor of your being, and befeech: his grace 
to guide you fafely through thofe flippery 
and dangerous paths, in which experience 
has then that you are sfo ready to err, = 
to fall. 9 
In reviewing paft life, it cannot but 
eccur, that many hing now appear of 
inconfiders 
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inconfiderable importance; which once 6¢= 
eupied and attached us, in the higheft de« 
gree, Where are thofe keen competitions, 
thofe mortifying difappointments, thofe vio-~ 
lent enmities, thofe eager purfuits; which 
we once thought were to laft for ever,:and 
on whieh we confideréd our whole happi- 
nefs or mifery as fufpended? We look 
back upon them now, as upon 4 dream 
which has paffed away: None of thofe 
mighty confequences have followed which 
we had predicted. The airy fabric has 
vanifhed, and left no trace behind its) We 
fmile at our former violence ; and wonder 
-how {uch things could have ever appeared 
fo fignificant and great.. We may reft af- 
fured, that what hath been fhall again’ be. 
When time fhall once have laid his lenient 
hand on the paflions and purfuits of the 
prefent moment, they too fhall lofe that 
imaginary value which heated fancy now 
beftows upon them. Hence, tet them al« 
ready begin to fubfide to their proper level. 
Let wifdom infufe a tinéture of moderation 
into the eagernefs of conteft, by anticipat+ 
ing that period of coolnefs, which the lapfe 
of time will, of itfelf, certainly bring —— 

| When 
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When we look back on years that are paft, SERM: 
how fwiftly: do they appear'to have fleeted Cony 


away!’ “How tinfenfibly has one ‘period of 
life ftolen upon ‘us after another; like the 
fucceflive incidents im @ tale that is told? 
Before we were aware, childhood had grown 
up into youth ; youth ‘had pafled into man» 
hood ; and manhood now, perhaps, begins 
to affume the grey) hairy: and ‘toy decline 
into: old age.’ When»we-are carrying! our 
‘views forward, months and: years»to» come 
feem to ftretch through a long and:exten- 
five fpace. But when the time: thall arrive 
of our looking back, they thall appear con- 


‘tracted within narrow bounds. Time, when. 


-yet 'beforeus; feems to advance with flow 
anditardy fteps ; no fooner 1 is it ‘oe than 
awe difcerh its wings. A We 

sisTe is a Yeliandkeable peculiarity i in the're- 
*rofpe@ of former life, that it is commonly 
‘attended with fome meafure of heavinefs of 
_cheart. “Even to the moft ‘profperous; the 
‘memory of joys that are paft is accompa- 
nied’ with’ fecret’forrow. — In ‘the days°df 
former years, ‘many objects’ arife to’ view, 
which make'the moft unthinking, grave’; 
and render the ferious, fade ‘The pleafur- 
cide 6 able 
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able {cenes of youth, the objets on which 
our affections had been early placed, the 
companions and friends with whom we had 
{pent many happy days, even the places 
and the occupations to which we have been 
long accuftomed, but to which we have 
now. bidden. farewell, can hardly ever be 
recalled, without foftening, nor fometimes, 


without piercing the heart. Such fenfa- 


tions, to. which few; if any, of my hearers © 
are. wholly ftrangers, I now mention, as 
affording a firong proof of that vanity of 
fthe.human.ftate, which is fo often repre- 
fented in. the facred writings: And vain 


indeed muft that itate be, where fhades of 


grief tinge the recollection of its brighteft 
fcenes. But, at the fame time, though it 
be very proper that fuch meditations fhould 
fometimes enter the mind, yet on them I 
advife not the gentle and tender heart to 
dwell too long. They are apt to produce 
a fruitlefs melancholy; to deject, without 
bringing much improvement; to thicken 
the gloom which already hangs over human 
life, without furnifhing proportionable affift- 
ance to virtue. mae ! 
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Let me advife you rather to recall to view sERM. 


fuch parts of former condua, if any fuch 
there be, as afford in the remembrance 


a rational fatisfation. And what parts of — 


conduct are thefe? Are they the purfuits 
of fenfual pleafure, the riots of jollity, or 

the difplays of fhow and vanity? No: I 

appeal to your hearts, my friends, if what 

you recolle& with moft pleafure be not the 

innocent, the virtuous, the honourable parts 

of your paft life ; when you were employed 

in cultivating your minds, and improv- 
ing them with ufeful knowledge; when, 
by regular application and perfevering la- 
bour, you were laying the foundation of 
future reputation and advancement; when 
you were occupied in difcharging with fide+ 
lity the duties of your ftation, and ac- 
quiring the efteem of the worthy and the 
good; when, in fome trying fituation, you 
were enabled to at your part with firm- 
nefs and honour; or had feized the happy 
opportunity of affifting the deferving, of 
relieving the diftrefled, and bringing down 

* upon your heads the dblefings of thofe that 
qwere ready to peri/o.—Thele, thefe are the 
parts of former life which are recalled with 
may ou. Hl. ; E mokt 
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SER M. moft fatisfa€tion ! On them alone, no hea- 
wep vinefs of heart attends. You enjoy them as 
atreafure which is now ftored up, and put — 


beyond all danger of being loft. ‘Thefe 
cheer the hours of fadnefs, lighten the bur- 


den of old age, and, through the mortify-. 


ing remembrance of much of the paft, dart 
a ray of light and joy.—-From the review 
of thefe, and the comparifon of them with 
the deceitful pleafures’ of fin, let us learn 


how to form our eftimate of happinefs: Let: 


us learn what is true, what is falfe, in ‘hu« 
man pleafures ; and from experience of the 
paft, judge of the quarter to which we muft 
in future turn, if we would lay a foundation 
for permanent fatisfaction: After having. 
thus reviewed the former years of our life, 


aa 


Jet us confider, © Wk a: 


’ pb A . : rey ole 
II, WHT attention is due to that period. 


bee’ 


of age in which we are at prefent placed. . 


Here lies the immediate and. principal; ob-., 


je& of our concern: For, the recolledtion,. 
of the paft.is only as far of moment»as it, 


- acts uponi the, prefent.,. The . paft, to us. 
now, is, little ;)the future, as yet, is, no-. 


thing, , Between thefe two great gulfs of. 


time 
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time fubfifts the prefent, as an ifthmus or SERM. 
bridge, along which we are all pafling: , ae ; 
With hafty: and inconfiderate fteps let us 

not pats along it; but remember well; how 

much depends upon our holding a fteady 

and properly conduéted courfe. | What/i- 

ever thine hand findeth to do, do. it now with * 

all thy might ; for now is the accepted time ;- 
now ts the day of falvation. Many direCtions 
might be given for the wife and religious 
improvement of the prefent; a few of 
which only I fhall hint. 

Let us begin with excluding shite faper= 
fluous avocations which unprofitably con- 
fume it. Life is fhort ; much.that is of 
real importance remains to be done... If we 
fuffer the prefent time to be wafted either 
in abfolute idlenefs or in frivolous, em- 
ployments, it will hereafter call for ven- 
geance againft us. Removing, therefore, 
what is merely fuperfluous, let us bethink 
ourfelves of what is moft material to be 
attended to at prefent: As, firft and chief, 
the great work of our falvation; the dif- 
charge of the religious duties which we 
owe to God our Creator, and to Chrift our 
Redeemer. God waiteth as yet to be gra- 
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SERM. ciovs; whether he will wait longer, none of 
J) us can tell. Now, therefore, feek the Lord 


while he may be found, call upon him while 
be is near. Our fpiritual interefts will be 
beft promoted by regular performance of © 
all the duties of ordinary life. Let thefe, 
therefore, occupy a great fhare of the pre- 


fent hour. Whatever our age, our charac- 


ter, our profeffion, or ftation in the world, 
requires us to do, in that let each revolving 
day find us bufy. Never delay till to-mor- 
row, what reafon and confcience tell you 
ought to be performed to-day. To-mor- 


- row is not your’s; andthough you fhould | 


live to-enjoy it, you muft not overload it 


with a burden not its own. Swfficient for 


the day will prove the duty thereof. 

The obfervance of order and method is 
of high confequence for the improvement 
of prefent time. He, who performs every, 
employment in its due place and feafon; 
fuffers no part of time to efcape without 
profit. He multiplies his days; for he 
lives much in little fpace. Whereas, he who 
neglects order in the arrangement of. his 
occupations, is alway lofing the prefent in 
returning upon the paft, and trying, in 

vain, 
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vain, to recover it when gone.—Let me SERM. 


advife you frequently to make the prefent 
employment of time an objet of thought. 
Aik yourfelves, about what are you now 
bufied? What is the ultimate fcope of 
your prefent purfuits and cares? Can you 
juftify them to yourfelves? Are they likely 
to produce any thing that will furvive 
the moment, and bring forth fome fruit 
for futurity? He, who can give no fatif- 
factory anfwer to fuch queftions as thefe, 
has reafon to fufpe& that his employment 
of the prefent is not tending either to his 
advantage or his honour. Finally, let 
me admonifh you that, while you ftudy 
to improve, you fhould endeavour alfo to 
énjoy the prefent hour. Let it not be dif- 
turbed with groundlefs difcontents, or poi- 
foned with foolifh anxieties about what is 
to come; but look up to heaven, and ac- 
knowledge, with a grateful heart, the actual 
bleflings you enjoy. If you muft admit, 
that you are now in health, peace, and 
fafety ; without any particular or uncom- 
mon evils to affliat your condition; what 
more can you reafonably look for in this 
vain and uncertain world? How little can 
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the greatelt profperity add to fuch a ftate ! 
Will any future fituation ever: make you 


‘happy, if now, with fo few caufes of grief, 


you imagine yourfelves miferable? The 
evil lies in the ftate of your mind, not in 
your condition of fortune; and by no alter- 
ation of circumftances is gums to i reme~ 
died. Let us gr 


_ TI. Consrper with what difpofitions 
we ought to look forward to thofe years of 
our life that may yet be to come. Merely 
to look forward to them, is what requires 
no admonition. Futurity is the great ob- 
ject on which the imaginations of men are 
employed; for the ake of which the palft 
is forgotten, and the prefent too often ne~ 
elected. All time is ina manner fwallow- 
ed up by it. On futurity men build'their 
defigns; on futurity they reft their hopes ; 
and though not happy at the prefent, they 
always’ reckon on’ becoming fo at: fome 
fubfequent period of their lives. . This pro- 
penfity ta lock forward was, for wife pur 
pofes, implanted in/ the human breaft.. Ir 
{erves to give proper occupation to the active, 
powers of the mind, and to quicken all its 

. exertions, 
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exertions. But it is too often immoderately SERM,. 


indulged and grofsly abufed. 


inquire by unlawful methods into what 
is to come, is equally foolith and finful. 
Let us reftrain all defire of penetrating far- 
ther, than is allowed us.into that dark and 
unknown region. Futurity belongs to God; 
and happy for us is that myfterious veil, 
_ swith which, his wifdom. has. covered it. 
/ Were. it in, our,power to lift.up the veil, 
,and; to behold what it conceals, many. and 
-Many, a thorn. we. fhould,.plant in. our 
_breafts. The) proper and _rational.conduct 
of men with regard to futurity is regulated 
by two confiderations: Firft, that. much 
of | what. it contains, muft. remain to us 
. abfolutely unknown; next, that there are 
alfo fome events in which it may. be cer- 
tainly known and forefeen, 4s 
Firft, much of futurity is, and mutt “ae 
entirely unknown to us.. When we fpecu- 
‘late about the continuance of our life, and 
_ the events which are to fill it, we behold a 
river which .is, always flowing ; but which 
- foon efcapes out of our fight, and is cover- 
ed with mifts and darknefs, Some of its 
E4 windings 


II. 
The curi- , y 
ofity which fometimes prompts perfons to _ 
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SERM. windings we may endeavour to trace; but 


Tl. 


it is only for a very fhort way that we 


are able to purfue them. In endlefs con- 
jectures we quickly find ourfelves bewil- 
dered; and often, the next event that 
happens, baffles all the reafonings we had 
formed concerning the fucceffion of events. 
The confequente which follows from this 
is, that all the anxiety about futurity, which 
pafles the bounds of reafonable precaution, 
is unprofitable and vain. Certain meafures 


are indeed neceflary to be taken for our 


fafety. We are not to ruth forward in- 
confiderate and headlong. We muft make, 
as far as we are able, provifion for future 
welfare ; and guard againft dangers which 
apparently threaten, But having done this, 
we mutt ftop; and leave the reft to him 
who difpofeth of futurity at his will. He 
who fitteth in the heavens laughs at the 
wifdom and the plans of worldly men. 
Wherefore boaf not thyfelf of to-morrow ; 
Jor thou knuoweft not what a day may bring 
forth. For the fame reafon, defpair not of 
to-morrow; for it may bring forth good 
as well as evil. Vex not yourfelves with 
imaginary fears, The impending black 

. cloud, 
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cloud, to which you look up with fo much SERM: 
_ dread, may pafs by harmlefs; or though it ice 

fhould difcharge the ftorm, yet before it 

breaks, you may be lodged in that lowly 
-manfion which no ftorms ever touch. 

.In the next place, there are-in futurity 
fome events which may be certainly fore- 
feen by us, through all its darknefs, | Firft, 
it may be confidently prediéted, that no 
fituation into which it will bring us, hall 
ever anfwer fully to our hopes, or confer 
‘perfe& happinefs. ‘This is certain as if 
we already faw it, that life, in its future 
periods, will continue to be what it has 

heretofore been; that it will be a mixed 
and varied ftate; a checquered fcene of 

- pleafures and pains, of fugitive joys and 
tranfient griefs, fucceeding in a round to 
one another. Whether we look forward 
to the years of youth, or to thofe of man- 
hood and advanced life, it is all the fame. 
The world will be to us what it has been 
to generations paft. Set out, therefore, on 
what remains of your journey under this 
perfuafion. According to this meafure, 
eftimate your future. pleafures; and calcu- 
late your future gains. Carry always along 
with you a modeft and a temperate mind. 
Let 
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Let not your expectations from the -years 
that-are to;come rife too high ;; and, your 
difappointments' will be fewer, and more 
eafily. fupported. nd 

Farther; this may be peri upon’.as 
cettain, that, in every future fituation of life, 
a good confcience, a well ordered mind, and 
a humble truft inthe favour: of; Heaven, 
will prove the effential ingredients of your 
happinefs. In refleGing upon:the paft, you 
have found this to hold. Affure»your- 


-felves that in future, the cafe will be the 


fame. ‘The principle correGtives of human 
vanity. and .diftrefs muft be fought. for in 
religion: and virtue. Entering ‘on paths 
which to, you are new and unknown, ‘place 
yourfelves, under,the condu@ of a divine 
guide,.Follow the great Shepherd of Yrael, 


-who, amidft the turmoil of. this world, 


leads his flock znio green paftures and by the 
fiill waters. As you-advance in life, ftudy 
to improve both in good principles and in 
good practice. You will!,be enabled to 
look to futurity without fear, if, whatever 
it brings, it fhall find’ you regularly employ~ 
ediin doing juftly, loving mercy, and walking 
humbly with the Lord your God, . 


Laftly, 
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-‘Laftly, Whatever other things may be SERM, 
dubious in futurity, two great events are, nd : 
undoubtedly certain, death and judgment. 
Thefe, we all know, are to terminate the 
whole courfe of time 3; and we know them, 
to be not only certain, but to be approach- 
ing nearer to us, in confequence of every 
day that pafles over our heads. To thefe, 
therefore, let us look forward, not with'the 
dread of children, but with that ‘manly fe- 
rioufnefs which belongs to men and Chrif 
tians, Let us not avert our view from 
“them, as if we could place them at fome 
greater diftance by excluding them from 
our thoughts. This indeed is the refuge of 
too many; but it is the refuge of fools, 
who, aggravate thereby the terrors they 
_muft encounter. For he that cometh, fhall 
come, and will nat tarry. To his coming, 
Jet us look with a fteady eye; and as life 
advances through its progreflive ftages, pre- 
pare for its clofe, and for appearing bicfeire 
him who made us. 


Tuus I have endeavoured to point out 
the refleQions proper to be made, when the 
queftion is put to any of us, How old art 

thou ? 
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SERM. ¢how? [have fhewn with what eye we fhould 

ee review the paft years of our life; in what 
light fhe fhould confider the prefent; and 
with what difpofitions look forward to the 
future: In order that fuch a queftion may 
always leave fome ferious impreflion behind 
it; and may difpofe us fo to number the 
years of oun life, that we may apply our 
hearts unto wifdom, ~~ 
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On the Durizs belonging to MippiE 
AGE. 





1 CORINTHIANS, Kill, If. 


——When I became a man, I put away 
childi/h things. 


Te O every thing, {ays the wife man, there 
is a feafon; and a time to every purpofe 
under heaven*™, As there are duties which 


belong to particular fituations. of fortune, 
fo there are duties alfo which refult from 
particular periods of human life. In every 
period of it, indeed, that comprehenftve 
tules take place, Lear God, and keep bis 
commandments ; for this is the whole duty of 
man}. Piety to God, and charity to men, 


* Ecclef. iii. 1. 4 Ecclef. xii. 13. 
are 


SERM. 
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SERM. are incumbent upon perfons of every age, 
pain as foon as they can think and a&. Yet thefe 
virtues, in different ftages of life, aflume 
different forms; and when they appear in 
that form which is moft fuited to our age, 
they appear with peculiar gracefulnefs; 
they give propriety to condud, and add 
dignity to charaéter. In former difcourfes 
I have treated. of the virtues which adorn 
youth, and of the duties which {pecially 
belong to. old age*. The circle of thofe 
duties which refpeét middle age is indeed 
‘much larger. As that is the bufy period © 
~ 4n the life of man, it includes in effe& the 
whole compafs of religion, and therefore 
cannot have its peculiar character fo de- 
finitely marked. and afcertained.. At the 
fame time, during thofe years wherein one — 
is fenfible that he has advanced beyond 
the confines of youth, but has not yet 
paffed into the region of old age, there are 
feveral things which refle€tion on that 
portion of human life fuggefts, or at leaft 
ought to fuggeft, to the mind. Inconfi- 
derate muft he be, who, in his gradual 


* See-vol i. Sermons 11 andjiz. 
progrefs. 


». to Middle Age. 


progrefs throughout middle age, paufes not, 
at times, to think how far he is now. re- 
ceding from youth; how near he draws 
to the borders of declining age; what part 
it is now incumbent on him to,a& ; what 
_duties both God and the world have a title 


to expect from him. To thefe I am at 


prefent to call your attention; as what 
materially concern the greateft part of shale 
who are now my hearers. . 


4,..I BEGIN. with; chicesing, that the fir 


duty of thofe who are become men is, as, 


the text exprefles it, to put away. childi/h 
things. The feafon. of youthful, levities, 
follies, and paffions, is now over. ; Thefe 
have had their reign; a reign perhaps too 
long; and to. which a termination, is cer- 
tainly proper at laft.. Much indulgence is 
due to,youth. Many. things ,admit of ex- 
cufe then, which afterwards .become un- 
pardonable. Some. things, may. even ,be 
graceful in. youth, which, if, not criminal, 
are at leaft ridiculous, in perfons of matu- 


rer years. . It is a great.trial, of ,wifdom,| 


to make our retreat from youth with pro- 
priety ; to, affume the charaéter of man- 
hood, 
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SERM. hood, without expofing ourfelves to re 


ae, proach, by an unfeafonable remainder of 


juvenility on the one hand, or by precife 
and difgufting formality on the other. 


Nature has placed certain boundaries, by 


which fhe difcriminates the pleafures, ac- 
tions, and employments, that are fuited to 
the different ftates of human life. It be- 
comes us neither to overleap thofe boun- 
daries by a tranfition too hafty and vio- 
lent; nor to hover too long on one fide of 


the limit, when nature calls us to pafs over 


to the other. | 4 
There are particularly two ii in 
which middle age fhould preferve its dif- 
tinGtion and feparation from youth; thefe 
are levities. of behaviour, and intemperate 
indulgence of pleafure. ‘The gay fpirits of 
the young often prompt.an inconfiderate 
degree of levity, fometimes amufing; ‘fome- 
times offenfive; but for which, though»be- 
traying them papehahalls into ferious dan-~ 
gers, their want of experience may plead 
excufe. A more compofed and manly be- 
haviour is expeéted in riper years. The 


affeGtation of ‘youthful vanities degrades 


the dignity of manhood ; even renders its 


9 manners > 
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manriers lefs agreeable ; and by awkward 
attempts to pledfe, produces contempt. 
Cheerfulriefs is becoming in every age. 
But the proper cheerfulnefs of a mani is as 
different from the levity of the boy, ‘as the 
flight of the eaglé is from the fluttering of 
a {parrow in the air. 

As all unféafonable returns to the levity 
of youth otight to be laid afide;—an admo- 
nition which equally belongs to both the 
fexes,—ftill mote are we to guard againft 
thofe intemiperaté indulgences of pleafure, 
to which the young are unhappily prone. 
From thefe we cannot too foon retreat. 
‘They open the path to ruin, in every pe- 
tiod of our days. As long, however, as 
thefe exceffes are confined to the firft ftage 
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of life, hope is left, that when this fever of . 


the fpirits fhall abate, fobriety may gain the 
afcendant, and wifer counfels have power 
_to influence condu@. But after the feafon 


of youth is paft, if its intemperate fpirit — 


remain; if, inftead of liftening to the calls 
of honour, and bending attention to the 
cares and the bufinefs of men, the fame 
courfe of idlenefs and fenfuality continue 
to be purfued, the cafe becames more 


Vor. ILI. Et, defperate. 


tg 
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defperate.. A fad prefumption arifes, that 


long immaturity is to prevail; and. that 
the pleafures and paflions of the youth are 
to fink and overwhelm the man. Difficult, 
I confefs, it may prove to overcome the 


attachments which youthful habits had for 


a long while been forming. Hard, .at the 
Seuss , is the tafk, to impofe on our 
condud reftraints. which are altogether un- 


accuftomed and new.. But this is a trial 


which every one muft undergo, in enter- 
ing on new fcenes of action, and new, pe- 
riods of life., Let thofe who are in, this 
fituation, bethink themfelves that all is now 
at ftake,. Their chara@ter and honour, their 
future fortune, and fuccefs. in the world, 
depend in a great meafure on the fteps they 
take, when firft they appear on the ftage 
of active life. The world then looks to 


» them with an obferving eye. It {tudies their 


behaviour 3 ; and interprets all their motions, 
as prefages of the line of future: condud 
which,,they mean. to hold. Now, there- 
fore, put away childi/h things; difmifs your 
former, trifling amufements, and youthful 
pleafures ;, blaft not the hopes which, your 


friends are willing to. conceive of you. 
‘Higher 
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Higher occupations, more ferious cares, SERM. 
await you. Turn your mind to the fteady , - es . 


and vigorous difcharge of the part you are 
called to a&t. © This leads me, 


Il. To point out the particular duties 
which open to thofe who are in the middle 
period of life. They are now come for- 
ward to that field of a€tion where they are 
to mix in all’the ftir and buftle of the 
world; where all the human powers are 
brought forth into full exercife; where all 
that is conceived to be important in human 
affairs is inceffantly going on around them. 
The time of youth was the preparation 
for future action. In old age our active 
part is fuppofed to be finifhed, and reft is 
permitted. Middle age is the feafon when 
we are expected to difplay the fruits which 
education had prepared and ripened. In 
this world, all of us were formed to be 
affiftants to éne another. The wants of 
fociety call for every man’s labour, and 
require various departments to be filled up. 
They require that fome be appointed to 
rule, and others to obey; fome to defend 
the fociety from danger, others to main- 

F2 tain 
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tain its.internal order and peace; fome to. 
provide the conveniences of life, others. to 


promote. the improvement ,of the. mind; 


many to work ; ; others to contrive and di- 
ret. In fhort, within the {phere of fociety 


there is se olariiont for every one; and 


in the courfe of .thefe employments, many 
a moral, duty is to ‘be performed; many @ 


xeligious grace to be exercifed, No oneis 
permitted to: be a mere blank in the world.. 
“No rank, nor ftation, no dignity of birth, 
mor extent of poffeflions, exempt any man 


_ from contributing his fhare to public uti- 


lity and good. This is the precept of God. 
This is the voice of nature. This is the 
juft demand of | ‘the. Emap: race upon one 
another. 

One of the firft queftions, therefore, 
which eyery man who is in the vigour of 
his age fhould put to himfelf is, “ What 
ai doing in. this world? What have 


‘“ T yet done, whereby I may glorify God, 


* and be ufeful to my fellows? Do I pro- 
* perly fill up the Place which belongs to 
“ my rank and ftation? Will any memo- 
rial remain of my having exifted on the 
earth? or are my days, pafling -fruitlefs 

“ away, 


e 
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= importance in the cyftenn of human af- 


* fairs?” Let not any man imagine 
that’ he is of no importance, and has, 
upon that account, a privilege to trifle 
with his days at pleafure. Zalents have 
been given to all; to fome éev; to othets, 
five; to others, two. Occupy with thefe* 
till I come, is the command of the great 
Mafter to all. Where fuperior abilities are 
poffeffed, or diftingwifhed’ advantages of 
fortune are‘ enjoyed, a wider range is af- 
forded for ufefyl exertion, and'the world is 
entitled to expe it. But among thofe 
who fill up the inferior departments of 
fociety, though the fphere of ufefulnefs be 
more contra&ed, no one is left entirely 
infignificant. Let us remember, that in 
all {tations and conditions, the important 
relations take place, of matters and {er- 
vants, hufbands and wives, parents and 
children, brothers and friends, citizens and 
fubjedts. The difcharge of the duties 
arifing from thofe various relations, forms 
a great portion of the work affi ise ta 
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SERM. the middle age of man. Though the part 
IV. py! iyis 
~— we have to a& may be confined within a 
humble line, yet if it be honourably aed, 
it will be always found to carry its own 
reward. 

In fine, induftry, in all its virtuous 
forms, ought’ to infpirit and invigorate 
manhood. This will add to it both fatif — 
faGtion and dignity; will make the current 
of our years, as they roll, flow along in a 
clear and equable {tream, without the pu- 
trid ftagnation of floth and idlenefs. Idle- 
nefs is the great corrupter of youth; and 
the bane and difhonour of middle age. He 
who, in the prime of life, finds time to 
hang heavy on his hands, may with much 
reafon fufpeét, that he has not confulted 
the duties which the confideration of his 
age impofed upon him; affuredly he has 
not confulted his own happinefs. But, 
amidft all the buftle of the world, let us 
not forget, 


Ill. To guard with vigilance againft the 
peculiar dangers which attend the period 
of middle life. It is much to be regretted, 
that in the prefent ftate of things there is 

: no 
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no period of man’s age in which his virtue sERM. 


‘is. not expofed to perils. Pleafure lays its 
{nares for youth; and after the feafon of 
youthful follies is paft, other temptations, 
no lefs formidable to virtue, prefently arife. 
The leve of pleafure is fucceeded by the 


paffion for intereft, In this paffion the 
whole mind is too often abforbed ; and the 


change thereby induced on the character is 


of no amiable kind. Amidft the excefles. 


of youth virtuous affeCtions often remain. 
The .attachments of friendthip, the love of 
honour, and the warmth of fenfibility, give 


‘a degree of lufire to the character, and co-- 


ver many a failing. But intereft, when it is 
become the lias principle, both debafes 
the mind and hardens the . heart. qt dead- 
ens the feeling of every thing that j is fub- 


lime or refined, It contracts ae affections . 
within a narrow circle ; and extinguifhes | 
all. thofe {parks of generolity and. tendernefs 


which once glowed in the breatft. 


In proportion as worldly purfuits multi-. 


ply, and competitions, rife, ambition, jea- 
louly, and envy, combir ine with. intereft to 
excite bad paflions, and to increafe the cor- 
ruption of the heart. At firft, perhaps, it 

ie ee was 
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~SERM. was a man’s intention to advance himfelf in 


wv, the world by none but fair and laudable 


methods. He retained for fome time an’ 
averfion to whatever appeared difhonour- 
able. But here, he is encountered by the 
violence of an enemy There, he is fup- 
planted by the addrefs of a rival. ‘The pride 
of a fuperior infylts him. The ingratitude 
of a friend provokes him, Animofities 
ruffle his temper. Sufpicions poifon hig 
mind. He finds, or imagines that he finds, 
the artful and defigning furrounding» him 
on every hand. He views corruption and _ 


iniquity prevailing ; the modeft neglected ; 


the forward and the crafty rifing to dif- 
tinction. Too eafily, from the example 
of others, he learns that myftery ofewtog:: 
called the way of the world. What he has 
learned he fancies neceflary to practife for 
his own defence; and of courfe affumes 
that fupple and verfatile chara¢ter, which he 
obferves to be frequent, and which often Hen 


_appeared ta him fuccefsful. 


To thefe, and many more Prost of the 
fame kind, is the man expofed whois deeply 
engaged in active life. No {mall degree 
of firmnefs in religious principle, and of 

conftancy 
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conftancy i in virtue, is requifite, i in order to: SERM.. 
prevent his being affimilated to the fpirit of | 1”: 
_ the world, and carried away by the multi- 
tude of evil doers. Let him therefore call 

to mind thofe principles which ought to 
fortify him againft fuch temptations to vice. 

Let him often recolle@ that, whatever his; 

- ftation in life may be, he is a man; hevis: 

a Chriftian. Thefe arethe chief characters 
which he has to fupport; characters fupe-. 

rior far, if they be fupported with dignity, 

to any of the titles with which courts. can 
decorate him; fuperior to all that can be 
acquired in the ftrife of 2 bufy world, Let: 

him think, that though it may be defire-. 

able to increafe his opulence, or to advance: 

his rank, yet what he ought to hold much 

more facred is, to maintain his integrity and 

. honour. If thefe be forfeited, wealth or 
ftation will have few charms left. They: 

will not be able to protect him long from 
finking | into contempt in the eye of an ob- 
ferving world. Even to his own eye he 

will at laft appear bafe and wretched.——~ 

Let not the affairs of the world entirely 
ingrofs his time and thoughts. From that 

5 contagious ‘air which he breathes in the: 


midtt. 
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SERM, midft of it, let him fometimes retreat into. 
P IV. the falutary fhade confecrated to devotion © 
Cero yaad 3 mith e ‘ 

. and to wifdom. There converfing ferioufly 
with his own foul, and. looking up. to 
the Father of fpirits, let him ftudy to calm, 
thofe unquiet paflions, and to redtifythofe 
internal diforders, which intercourfe with. 
the, world. had .excited and increafed.. In-- 
order to render. this medicine of the mind - 
more. effeciual,.it will be highly proper, 


IV. Tuat, as we advance in the courfe. 
of years, we often attend to the lapfe/of, 
time and. life, and to the revolutions which 
thefe are ever effeGting. In. this medita- 
tion, one of: thesfirt refleGtions: which . 
fhould occur is, how much we owe to that. 
God who hath: hitherto helped us; who. 
hath brought us:on fo far-in life; hath 
guided us through the flippery paths:of 
youth, and new enables us to flourifh in 
the ftrength of manhood. Look back, my 
friends, to thofe who ftarted alondtiegtich.. 
yourfelves in the race of life. Think 
how many of them have fallen. around 
you. Obferve how.many blank fpaces 
you'can number in the catalogue of thofe. 

| wha. 
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who were once your companions. If, in sERM. 
the midft of fo much devaftation, you _-!V- 
_ have been preferved and bleffed; confider 
ferioufly what returns you owe to the 
goodnefs of Heaven. Inquire whether 
your conduct has correfponded to thefe 
obligations; whether, in public, and, ina 
private, "you have honoured, as became 
you, the God of your fathers; and whe- 
ther, amidft the unknown occurrences that. 
are yet before you, you have ground to hope 
for the continued protection of the Al-. 
mighty. ‘ 
Bring to mind the various revolutions 
which you have beheld in human affairs, 
fince you became actors on this bufy 
theatre. - Refle& on the chahges which have 
taken place in men and manners, in opi- 
nions and cuftoms, in private fortunes, and. 
in public condu@. By the obfervations 
you have made on thefe, and the experi-. 
ence you have gained, have you improved 
proportionably in wifdom? Have the 
changes of the world which you have wit- 
nefled, loofened all unreafonable attachment 
to it? Have they taught you this great 
leflon, that, while the fa/bion of the world is 
| Dy (pai ever 
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SERM. ever pafing away, only in God and in vir 
_V:_, tue ftability is to be found? Of great ule, 
amidft the whirl of the world, are fuch | 
paufes as thefe in life; fuch refting-places 
of thought and reflection ; whence we can 
calmly and deliberately 1k back on the. 
paft, and anticipate the future. 
To the future we are often cafting an. 
eager eye, and fondly {toring it, in our 
imagination, with many a aie fcene. 
But if we would look to it, like wife men, 
let it be under the perfuafion that it is 
nearly to refemble the paft, in bringing 
forward a mixture of alternate hopes and 
fears, of gtiefs and joys. In orderto be 
prepared for whatever it may bring, let us 
cultivate that manly fortitude of mind, 
which, fupported by a pious truft in God, ‘ 
will enable’ us to encounter properly the 
viciflitudes of our ftate, No quality” is 
more neceflary than this, to them who are 
pafling through that ftormy feafon of life 
of which we now treat, Softnefs and ef- 
feminacy let them leave to the young and 
unexperienced, who areamufing themfelves 
with florid profpects of blifs. But to thofe 
who are now engaged in the middle of 
% their 
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their courfe, who are fuppofed to be well SERM: 


acquainted with the world, and to know 
that they have to. “pes in it with ‘va- 
_ fious hardfhips; firmnels, vigour, and. re- 
folution, are. difpofitions more fuitable. 
They ute buckle on well this armour of 
the mind, if they would iflue forth into 
the conteft with any profpe@ of fuccefs— 
While we thus ftudy to correét the er- 
rors and to provide againft the dangers, 
which are peculiar to this {tage of life, let 
us alfo, 


ci Lay foundation ay comfort in niokd 
Thati is a period which all expect and 


ade to fee; and to which, amidft the toils. 


of. the world, men fometimes look for- 
ward, not without fatisfaction, as to the 
period of retreat and reft. Butlet them not 
deceive themfelves.. A joylefs and dreary 
feafon it will prove if they arrive at it with 
an unimproved or corrupted mind, For 


old age, as for every other thing, a certain — 


preparation is ‘requifite; and that prepara- 


tion confifts chiefly in three particulars ; in. 


the acquifition of knowledge, of friends, 
of virtue. There is an acquifition of an- 
. other 


aie 
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other kind, of which it is altogether needlefs 
for me to give any recommendation, that of 
riches. But though this, by many, will be 


-efteemed a more material acquiliition than all 
the three I have named, it may be confi- 
dently pronounced, that without thefe other 
‘Tequifites, all the wealth we ean lay up in 


ftore will prove infufficient for making our 
latter days pafs {moothly away. 
Firft, He who wifhes to render his old 


age comfortable, fhould ftudy betimes to 


enlarge and improve his mind; and by 
thought and inquiry, by reading and re- 


flecting, to acquire a tafte for ufeful know- 


ledge. This will provide for him a great 
and noble entertainment, when other en-~ 


- tertainments leave him. If he bring into 


the folitary retreat of age, a vacant, unin- 
formed mind, where no knowledge dawns, 
where no ideas rife, which has nothing to 
feed upon within itfelf, many a heavy and 
comfortlefs day he muft neceflarily pats. 
Next, When a man declines into the vale 
of years, he depends more on the aid of 
his friends, than in any other period of his 
life. Then’ is the time, when he would | 
efpecially wih to find himfelf furrounded 


by 
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by fome who love and refpe& him; who 
will bear with his infirmities, relieve him 
of his labours, and cheer him with: their 
fociety. Let him therefore, now in the 
fummer of his days, while yet active and 
 flourifhing, by acts of feafonable kindnefs 
and beneficence, enfure that love, and by 
upright and honourable condué& lay found- 
ation for that refpeét, which in old age 
he would with to enjoy.—In the laft place, 
Let him confider a good confcience, peace 
with God, and the hope of heaven, as the 
moft effectual confolations he can. poffefs, 
when the evil .days fball come, wherein, 
otherwife, he is likely to find little pleafure. 
It is not merely by tranfient aéts of devo- 





tion that fuch confolations are to be pro-. 


vided, The regular tenor of a virtuous and 


| pious life, {pent in the faithful difcharge of 


all the duties of our ftation, will prove the 
beft preparation for old age, for death, and 
for immortality. 

Amone the meafures thus taken for the 
latter feenes of life, let me, admonifh, every 
one not to forget to put his worldly affairs 
in order in due time. This is a duty 


which. 


79 


SERM. 
IV. 


ee tre) 


86 


SHRM. 


On the Duties belongin 1g 


which he owes to his charaéter, to his fa- 
mily, or to thofe, whoever they be, thar 
are to tucceed him; but a dtity too ofter 
unwifely delayed, frost a childifh averfion 
to entertain any thoughts of quitting the 
world. Let ‘kim not truft much to what 
he will do in his old agé. Sufficient for 
that day; if he fliall live'to fee it, ‘will be 
the burdeti thereof. It has béen remarked; 
that as men advance in years, they cate 
lefs to think of death. -Perhaps it occurs 
oftener to the ‘thoughts of the young, 
than of the old.’ Feeblenefs of {pirit ren- 
ders melancholy ideas more  oppreffive ; 
and after having been fo long’ accuftomed 
and inured to the world, ‘mer bear worfe 
with any thing which reminds them that 
they muft foon’ part with it— However, 
as to part with it is the doom of all, let us 
take meafures betimes for going off the 
flage, when it fhall be our turn to with- 


__ draw, with decency and propriety ; leaving 


nothing unfulfilled which it is expedient 
to have done before we die. To live long, 
ought not to be our favourite with, ‘fo 
much as to live well. _ By continuing too 
long on earth, we might only live to wit- 
| ~8 -. conefs 
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hefs a great number of melancholy {cenes, 
and to expofe ourfelves to a wider compafs 
of human woe. He who has ferved his 
generation faithfully in the world; -has duly 
honoured God, and been henenoaie and 
ufeful to mankind ;: he’ who in his life has 
been refpe&ted and beloved; whofe death 
is accompanied with the fincere regret of 
all who knew him, and whofe memory is 
honoured ; that man has fufficiently fulfil- 
led his coutté: whether it was appointed by 
Providence tobe long, .or fhort... For o- 
nourable age 1s not that “which ftandeth in 
length of time, nor that which is meafured by 
 mumber of years; but wifdom is the grey hair 
to man; and an unjpotted life is old-age *.” 
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eon goeth’ to bis long home, and the 
mourners £ about the Sfrreets. TBS | 


$s phe sep Tm is a fight which scteeSEattdy — 
fents itfelf. Our eyes are fo much 
aaa to it, that it hardly makes: any 
-impreffion... ‘Throughout every feafon of | 
the year, and during the courfe of almoft 
every day, the funerals which pafs along 
-the ftreets thew us man going to bis long 
home. Were death a-rare and uncommon 
object; were it only once in the courfe of 
a man’s life, that he beheld one of his fel- 
_low-creatures carried:to. the grave,’a folemn. 
awe would fill him; he would ftop {hort in 

- the midft of ‘his pleafures; he would even 

we ’ be 
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be ohilads with fecret horror. Such impref serM, | 
fions, however, would prove unfuitable to ._Y: 
the nature of our prefent ftate. . When they 
became fo ftrong.as to render men unfit for 
the ordinary: ‘bufinefs of life, they would in 
a great meafuré'defeat the intention of our 
being placed in this worlds It is better 
ordered by: the -wifdom of-Providence, that 
they thould be weakened by the frequency 
of their) recurrence; and. fo tempered by 
the mixture of other paffions, as to allow 
“as sto. go, on freely: in facing: ‘our. parts en 
earth, iis Si RGTH OF, 
Yet,, peelie as rere is NOW Pets it 
is undpubtedly.fit that by an ‘event of fo ~~ 
important a nature, fome impreffion fhould 
be made upon our minds,’ It ought not to 
~pafs over, as one: of thofe common incidents 
which. are, beheld ' without concern, ‘and 
awaken norefle@tidn: Thereate many things 
S aee the funerals.of our fellow creatures 
. are calculated:to teach ;;:and ‘happy it were 
_for the gay and diffipated, if they would 
- Jiften, more frequently to the: inftructions 
. of fo awful a monitor. Inthe context, the 
s.wife man had: deferibed, under a variety of 
i images, fuited tothe eaftern ftyle, the grow- 
Mosmen G2 ing 
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SERM. ing infirmities of old age, until they atrive 
ats J at that. period, which: concludes ‘them all; 
_ when, as. he beautifully expreffes' it, «tbe 
Jfilver cord being loofened, and the golden bowl 
broken, the pitcher being-broken at the: foun- 

tain, and the nebeel: at the ciftern, man wgoetle 

to bis long home, sand the: mourners \go about 

sthe freets. (In diftourfing from’ thefeqwords, 

it is mot my 'purpofe.to treat, at prefent, of 

the’ inftruGions tobe drawn’ from ‘the 
‘profpect. of -our.own. death.< Lb amite 
confine ‘myfelfto the death of’ others ;to 
confider death.as one. of the moft frequent 

‘and confiderable ‘events’ that’ ‘happen: in 

‘the courfe of ‘human’ affairs ; ‘and ‘to thew 

in what manner we ought to *be/affedted, 

firft, by the death of ftrangers} or ‘indif- 

, ferent perfons ; ; fecondly; by the death" of 
friends ; has Srey pets RAE death te 

enemies. ry: 2 Hi 

Hy ‘By. oe death of indifferent Pesene 

iB any can be called indifferent. to: whom 

‘we are fo nearly allied as'brethren. by’ na- 
~ture, and: brethren. in’ mortality. When 
we obferve the! funerals that ‘pafs along’ the’ 
“ftreets, or when we walle along, the mo- 

5 numents 
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numents) of death, the firft thing that na~ sERM. 
turally ftrikes us, is the undiftinguithing _.¥:. 


blow,’ with) which that common - enemy 
levels all: We behold a great promifcuous 


multitude all» carried’\to’ the fame abode; 


all lodged in the fame'dark and filent man- 
fjons. «There; mingle perfons'of every age 
and: character, of every rank and condition 
in life the young and the’ old,'the poor 
and the rich, the gay and the grave, the 
renowned andixled ignoble. A few weeks 
aga, moltof thofe whom we have feen car- 
ried to’ the -grave ‘walked about as we do 
nowon the earth; enjoyed their friends, 
beheld the light of the fun, and were form- 
ing  defigns for future days. Perhaps, it is 
notlong fince they were engaged in feenes 
of high feftivity. For them, ferhaps, the 


cheerful company affembled ; and in the 


mid{t of the cirele they fhone with gay and 
pleafing vivacity. But now to them, all is 
finally clofed: To them no more fhall the 
. féafons retiifn, or ‘the’ fun rife. No more 
fiiall they hear‘the voice of mirth or behold 
the face of man.” They are {wept from the 
‘univerfe as though they’ had never ‘been. 
cased aré carried away, as with a flood: the 
G3 wind 
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wns LONE. 


When we rere crs defolation of 
the human race ; this final termination of 
fo many “hopes ; this filence that’ now reigns 
among thofe who, a little while ago, were 
fo bufy or fo gay ; who~can avoid being 
touched with fenfations at once awful and 
tender? What heart but then warms with 
the glow of humanity ? In whofe eye does 
not the tear gather, on revolving the fate of 
pafling and fhort-lived man? Such fenfa- 
tions are fo congenial to human nature, that 


they are attended with a certain kind of 


forrowful pleafure. Even voluptuaries them- 
felves fometimes indulge a tafte for fune- 


ral melancholy. After the feftive affembly 


is difmiffed, they choofe to walk retired‘in 
the fhady grove, and to contemplate the ve- 
nerable fepulchres of their anceftors. This 
melancholy pleafure arifes from two differ. 


‘ent fentiments meeting at thefame time in 


the breaft ; a fympathetic fenfe of the thort- 


nefs and vanity of life, and a perfuafion 
that fomething. exifts ‘after death; fenti- 


ments which unite at the view of the boufe 
appointed far all living. .A tomb, it has 
been 
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been juftly faid, is a monument fituated on SERM. 
the confines of both worlds. It, at once, A, oak 


prefents to us the termination of the inquie- 
tudes, of life, and fets before us the image 
of eternal reft. here, in the clegant ex- 
preffions. of Job, the wicked ceafe from trou- 
bling ; and there the weary be at ret. . There 
the. prifoners reft together; they hear not the 
voice of the oppreffor. The fmall and the great 
are there; and the fervant is free from bis 
majfter.. It is very remarkable, that in all 
languages, and among all, nations, death 
has been defcribed in a ftyle of this kind; 

exprefled by figures of fpeech, which con- 
vey everywhere the fame idea of reft, or 
fleep, or retreat from the evils of life, Such 
a ftyle perfectly agrees with the, general bit 


lief of the foul’s immortality ; ; but afluredly ~ 
conveys. no high idea of the boafted plea- \* 


fures of the world. It fhews how much all 
mankind have felt this life to be a feene of 
trouble and care; and have agreed in opi- 
nion, that perfect refkist to be expected only 
in the grave. 

There,, fays Tab, are the fall and tbe 
great, There the poor man lays dowa at 
laft the burthen of his wearifome life. “No 

G4 more 


Ay 


$8 On Death. 
SERM. more’ fhall hé groan under'thé load of pox 
owL verty and toil. “No more fhall he’ hear the: 
: infolent calls of the mafter, from whom: he: 
received ‘his 'fcanty wages:) No-more fhall' 
he be raifed from” needful flumber ‘on “his 
bed. of ‘ftraw, nor be’ hurried’ away from 
his homely ‘meal, to’ undergo the repeated 
labours of the’ day. ‘While his humble grave 
is preparing, and a’ few poor and’ decayed 
neighbours are carrying him thither, it ‘is 
good for us to think that this ' man too was 
eur. brother that for him ‘the’ aged and 
deftitute ie: and the needy’ children, ‘now 
weep; ‘that, neglected’ ‘as’ he was’ by ‘the 
world} he poffetied perhaps both a found 
uhderftandinig’ and a ‘worthy® heart ; “and is 
now carried by angels to feft'in Abraham's 
bofom;—At no great diftance from him; the 
gravel is opened to receive the rich and proud 
man. For, as it is faid with’ emphafis ” ‘in 
“the parable, the rich man’ a No died, and was 
‘buried*, He a fo died. His riches prevent- 
ed not ‘his tharing the fame fate with’ the 
“poor man; perhaps, through luxury, they 
accelerated his doom. Then, ap apgin the 
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mourners go) about. the fireet; and while; in SERM, 
all'the, pomp and. magnificence: of woe, his , ie i 
funeral, is.prepared, his heirs, inthe mean 
time, impatient; to examine, his. will, -are 
looking onjone\ another. with jealous. eyes, 
and,already beginning to quarrel. about the 
divifion, of his fubftance.——-One day, we 
fee. carried, along the poflin of the fmiling 
infant ; the: flower jut nipped ¢ as it began to 
bloffom i in the parents’ view ; and. the next 
day we behold, a young, man or young 
pvoman, of, blooming form and promifing 
hopes, laid in an, untimely grave... While 
the funeral i is attended by. a numerous un- 
jgoncerned. company, who are difcourfing 
_toyone another about the news of the day, 
or, the; ordinary. affairs. of life, let our 
thoughts rather follow. to the houfe of 
mourning, and reprefent to themfelves what 
is going on there, There we fhould fee a 
‘ifconfolate family, fitting in filent. grief, 
thinking of the fad breach, that jis made. in 
their, little, {ociety ; : and with tears in ‘their 
FY Sy, looking | to the chamber that 1 is now 
left wacant, . and to. every memorial. ‘that. 
prefents itfelf of their departed friend. By 
fuch attention to the. woes of others, the 


felfifh 





/ 


go 


On Death. 


SERM  felfith hardnefs of our hearts: will be gra- 
wa dually foftened, and melted down. into. hu- 


‘city in which he dwelt, rifing, in a manner, 
new around him. | After all he has beheld, 


manitys) [60 i 
- Another day, we ecaheon to caliee grave one 
who, in old. age,’and after a long career 
of life, has in full maturity funk. at laft 


into reft.. As we are going along: to the 


manfion of the dead, ‘it is natural for us-to 


think, and to difcourfe of all the changes 


which fuch a perfon has feen during the 
courfe of his life. He has. pafied, it is 
likely, through varieties of fortune... He 


‘has experienced. profperity and adverfity. 


He has feen families and kindreds rife and 
fall. He has feen peace and war fucceed- 
ing in their turns; the face ‘of his country 
undergoing many alterations; and the very 


‘“ 


his eyes are now clofed for ever. He was 
becoming a ftranger in the midft of a new 
fucceflion of men. “A race who knew him 
not, had arifen to fill the earth. Thus 


paffes the world away. . Throughout all 


ranks and conditions, one generation paffeth 
and another’ generation cometh’; and this 


gtrat: inn is by turns evacuated, and re- 


. plenithed 
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plenithed by ‘troops of fucceeding'pilgrims. sz RM: 


——O vain’ and inconftant world! ‘Ofleet- 
ing and tranfient life! When will the fons 
of ‘men learn ‘to think: of ‘thee »as~ they 
ought? \ When’ will they learn humanity, 
from the afflictions of their brethren’ ; or 
moderation’ and -wifdom, from the fenfe of 
their own" fugitive ‘ftate?——But now ‘to 


come’ nearer to eenaiio let 45 HBO BI 
ais 1 4 





ss | detavesd thie dea of our friends: 


Want of reflection; or the long habits either 
of ‘a vety bufy, or a very “diffipated life, 
may have rehidered men ‘infenfible to all 
fuch objeéts'as I have now defcribed. The 
ftranger, and the unknown, fall’ utterly 
nnnoticed at their fide.’ Life’ proceeds with 
_ them “in “its uftal train, without’ being ‘af 
feted by events in which they take ‘no 
perfonal concern. But the’ diffolution’ of 
thofe ties, which had long bound men toge- 
ther in intimate and familiar union, gives 
a painful ‘fhock to every heart. When a 
family, who, for years, had been living in 
‘comfort and “peace; are fuddenly thattered 
by fome of their moft beloved or refpected 
sang being torn from them; when the 


hufband 
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hufband ‘or. the dpoufe are:feparated for ever 

from’ the companion,» who,.amidft: every 
vieiflitude of fortune, folaced theirdifes who;, 
had fhared-all their: joys, and. participated, 
in all. their .forrows, when, the; weeping: 
parent is foldingsinj his: arms) thesdying: 
child. whom he: tenderly Joved ;;, when ;he. 
is giving his laft bleffing, receiving thedaft 
fond adieu, looking for the laft time on’ that, 

countenance, now wafting and faded, which: 

he had once: beheld. with much delight 5 


_ then:is the time, when the, heart. is. aie, 
tos drink all the bitternefs. of human. WOCr 


But I. feck not to wound. your feelings by. 
dwelling on thefe.fad defcriptions.,..Let us 
rather turn our .thoughts.to the manner in 
which fuch: events ought to be received, and, 
improved, finge HaPEES thea sau in the 
life of man, ....,., 

,. Then, indeed, is see i pice to weep. | sakes 
not a, falfe. idea of fortitude, or miftaken 
conceptions of religious duty, be employed 
to.reftrain the ,burfting: emotion. , Let. the 


heart feek its relief, in the free jeffufign, of 


jut and natural forrow.,» It-is becoming|in 
every oneto thew, on fuch occafions, that 
be feels-as.a man ought to feel... At the 
ios ees fame 
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‘fame ‘time® let moderation temper dhe ‘grief. SERM. 


of ai gobd' man alid’a Chriftian.> He ‘mutt pee 


hot Yarrow Tike’ thofe'esbo Davie vio ‘hope. As 


high’ ‘elation of {pirits: befits “not the’ joys, } 


focontinued’ ‘and! ‘overwhelining ‘dejeGion 
fuits not the’ “grief” of this tanfit itory’ World. 


‘Grief; thetit’g ‘odes Beyond’tertain bolinds, | 
“Beeornies manly when it lafts beyond oo 


“certain tise, Bedotes ‘tnfeafonable.” Let 
eWibaah FaeRO tHE GMevtattOH which tine 
brings ‘to all the wounds’of" the*heate, ‘but 
Taffer RCE grief to fubfide, ‘by degrees, 
-fntora tender and affeCionate POMaABRARE. : 
Ret him confides, that eis ithe power ‘of 
"Providence" to® raife Win! up other cbtnforts 
tr the place bf thofe’hé hai s loft. * Or, if his 
“painid;? at préfent; yejeet the’ “Hoag 2 6£ 
oe ‘Stich onfolation, let it ‘tara for’ relief t0’the 

‘profped’ ofa future: meeting in 'a ‘happier 
; Ohi OPIS is Indeed the chief footh r of 
“amieion sthé'mét powerful balm OF’ the 


‘bieeaing heart) Te affitts! tis to Wiew death 


ogg i168" more? thatt a! Nemiporary feparation 
frouvfilehds! “They whoni we have loved, 
RIP TV; ‘though hotiprefent t6°us. They 
“~aréonly venioved “inte ‘a different! manfion 
in ‘the houfe ‘of the common Father. The 
aE 2 toils 
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»toils .of their pilgrimage are finifhed ; and 
‘they are gone to. the land of reft and peace. 
. They.are gone from this dark and troubled - 
world, to join the great affembly of the jut; 
_and to dwell inthe midft of everlafting light. 
An due time we hope to be affociated with 
them ‘in thefe: blifsful. habitations, > Until 
this feafon of re-union arrive, no principle 
of religion -difcourages our holding corre- 
-fpondence of affection nithesbem rue mnans 

,of faith and hope. . > 
... Meanwhile, let. us rer ies aide, 


| ‘and _cherith the .memary of the. deceafed. 


»Let. their little failings -be now forgotten. 
Let us dwell.on what was. amiable in their 
charaGer,: imitate their worth, and trace 
their, fteps. By this means. the. remem- 
brance of .thofe. whom, we loved fhall be- 
come jufeful and i improving: to.us, as well 
sas facred.and dear; if we accuftom our- 
felves to confider them as. ‘till foeaking 
and exhorting. us to all that is good, if, 

in fituations-where our virtue~is tried, ne 
call-up their refpeCted idea to, view, and, 
as placed in their prefence, think,;of;the 
part which we could.a&: hefore. them with- 
out a blufhy -. pw WY pS TR SD AMI 
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»i Moreover, let -the> ‘temembrance: of the SERM. 
friends whom we have loft,. firengthen our ro 
-affe@tion to thofe that remains »The-nar- 

rower the circle becomes of thofe we love, 
let us draw the'clofer together. Let the heart 
that has been foftened by forrow, mellow 
into gentlenefs and kindnefs);.make liberal 
allowance for the weakneffes of. others ; 
and diveft itfelf of ‘the little prejudices that 
aay ‘have: formerly prepofleffed, it againft 
them. The greater havock that: death has 
made, among our :friends on earth, let us 
cultivate conneGion more with God, and 
heaven, andvirtue. Let thofe noble views 
~which. man’s immortal character affords, 
fill and exalt our minds. . Paffengers only 
through »this fublunary region, let our 
thoughts oftensafcend to that divine coun- 
try, which we are taught to confider as the 
native feat»of-the foul. There we form 
sconnexions'that are never broken. There 
4we meet with: friends »who: ‘never die. 
Among: celeftial things »there:is firm and 
Matting conftancy, while all that is on earth 
achanges and pafles away.———Such are fome_ 
of the fruits we fhould reap from the tender 
i excited by the death of friends. 
Lavi’ But 
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S) CTR But they are:not only our friends who dié 
wy Ourenemies alfo muft go to. their fon 
eER deat id calbimiasedb . t: 


AM: Coststoun ior we sila to: “be 
afféed, -when they from-whom fufpicions 
have alienated, or rivalry:has. divided us 3 
they with: whont:we ‘have long contended; 
or by whom we imagine:ourfelves to have 
fuffered wrong, are laidjsor about tosbe 
laid; in the grave. . How ,inconfiderable 
then appear thofe broils~in which we had 
been long ‘involved, | thofe: contefts and 

.. feuds which::we thought were-to laft for 
ever?.. The awful :moment that now ter 
minates them,. makes us feel. their) vanity: 
df there be a fpark-of; humanity left in the. 
-breaft, the oremembrance -of -our common 
fate then awakens it. Is there a:man:who, 
af he were admitted to ftand by the death- 
‘ed of his bittereft enemy, and beheld: him 
enduring *that conflict which» human na- 
ture muft fuffer at the laft, would: not bé 
inclined to {tretch forth the-hand of friend- 
fhip, to utter the-voice of forzivenefs, and 
to with. for perfect reconciliation with him 
before. he leftothe world?s. Who isothere 
soGh : that 
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that when he beholds the remains of his 
adverfary depofited in the duft, feels not, 
in that moment, fomerelentings at the re- 
membrance of thofe paft animofities which 
mutually embittered their ‘life? There 


“lies the! man with°whom 'T’¢ontended fo’ 


“jong, filent’and ‘mute for ever.’ “He is 


“fallen; andl am ‘about ‘to follow’ him. 
“How poor'is the’advantage which I now 
““enjoy?Where'are the fruits of all our 
*contefts? In ‘a’ fhort timé we fhall» be 
““Jaid*together ;and'no remembrance ‘re- 
‘omain of either of «us nder “the funl 
“How many’ miftakes may there. Have 


“been betwéen us? ‘Had’ not he~his vir= 


“ tues’ and’'good’ ‘qualities: as:‘well “as ae 
“When we’ both fhall appear ‘before the 
| “judement-feat of God, fhall 1 be found” 


““ innocent’ and’ frée’ of blamé,° for all the 


«& enmity L have borne to him'?’?——= My ‘ 
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friends; let the*anticipation ‘of fuch fenti- , 


ménts ferve now to corret the inveteracy 
of prejudice, ‘to cool the heat of ‘anger, to- 


allay the fiercenefs of refentment. “How 
unnatural is it for animofities fo lafting to 
poffefs the hearts of mortal men, that: no- 
thing can extinguifh them bat: the cold 

Voz. II. H hand 
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On Death. 


Raed of death? Is there not a fuficient 
proportion. of evils in the fhort:fpan > of 
human life, that we feek to increafe their 
number, by rufhing into unneceflary con- 
tefts with one another ? When a few funs 
more have rolled over our ‘heads, friends 
and foes thall have retreated. together’; 


and their love and their hatred be equally 


buried. «Let our few days, ‘then, be {pent 
in peace’ While we arevall, journeying 
onwards to’ death, let us rather bear one 
another's burdens, than harafsone another 
by the way. Let:us fmooth and cheer the 
road! as: much as. we can, rather than fill the 
valleyiof our pilgrimage with the hateful 
monuments of our contention and ftrife. 


Tuus I have fet before you fome: of 
thofe meditations which are naturally fug- 
gefted by the prevalence of death ‘around 


us; by the deata of ‘ftrangers, of friends, 


and_of enemies.’ Becaufe topics of this na- 
ture-are obvious, let it not be thought that 
they are without ufe, They require to be 
recalled, repeated, and enforced. Moral 
and religious inftrution derives its efficacy, 
not fo much from what men are taught to 

_ know, 
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know, as from what they are brought to sERM. 


feel. It is not the dormant knowledge of 
any truths, but the vivid impreffion of 
them, Which has influence on_praétice. 
Neither let it be thought that fuch medi- 
tations are unfeafonable intrufions upon 
thofe who are living in health, in afflu- 
ence, and eafe....There is no hazard of 
their making too deep or painful an ime 
preflion. The gloom which they. occafion 
is tranfient; and will foon, too foon, it is 
probable, be difpelled by the fucceeding 
affairs and pleafures of the world. To 


wifdom it certainly belongs | ‘that men . 


fhould be impreffed with juft views of their 
nature and their ftate; and the: ‘pleafures of 
‘life will always be enjoyed to moft advan- 
tage when they are tempered with ferious 
thought, There is a time to mourn as well 
as. a\time to rejoice. There is a virtuous /or- 
row, which is better than laughter... There 


is a Jadnefs of the sees y which the 


heart is made better. 
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‘1 CORINTHIANS, XV. 33. 


Be not deceived: Evil communications corrupt 
Loa | good manners. - 


7° HOUGH . human) nature be now 
@ fallen. from its original honour, feve- 
ral. good principles ftill remain in the hearts 
of men. ‘There are few,.if any, on whofe 
minds the reverence for a Supreme Being 
continues not, in fome degree, impreffed. 
In every breaft, fome benevolent affections 
are found, and confcience {till retains a fenfe. 
of the diftin@ion between moral good and: 
evil. Thefe principles of virtue are always 


fufceptible of improvement; and, in fa- 


vourable fituations, might have a happy 
influence on practice. But fuch is the 
es _ frailty 
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frailty of our nature, and fo numerous are SERM, 
“the temptations to evil, that they are in , sh , 
perpetual hazard of being either totally 
effaced, or fo far weakened as to produce 

no effe@ on conduét. They are good feeds 
originally fown in the heart; but ‘which 

require culture, in order to make them rife 

to any maturity. If left without affiftance, 

they are likely to be ftifled by that profu- 

fion of noxious weeds which the foil fends 

forth around them. ; 

Among the numerous caufes which in- 
troduce corruption into the heart, and acs 
celerate its growth, none is more unhappily 
powerful than that which is pointed out in | 
the text, under the defcription of evil com- 
munications; that is, the contagion which is 
diffufed by bad examples, and heightened 
by particular connexions with perfons of 
loofe principles, or diffolute morals. This, 
in a licentious ftate of fociety, is the moft 
common fource of thofe vices and diforders 
which fo much abound in great, cities ; 
and often proves, in a particular manner, 
fatal to the young; even to them whole 
beginnings were once aufpicious ‘and { pro- 
mifing. It may therefore be an ufeful em- 
a 1 bes: ployment 


1Q2 


SERM. 
VI. 
eye 


On the Progre/: of Vice: 


ployment of attention, to trace the progrefs 
of this principle of corruption, to examine 


_ the means by which evil communications gra- 


dually undermine, and at laft deftroy, good 


manners, or (which here is the proper fig- 
nification of the original word) good morals. 
It is indeed dilagreeable to contemplate 
human nature, in this downward courfe of 
its progrefs.. But it is always profitable 
to know our own infirmities and dangers, 
The confideration of them will lead me to 
fuggeft fome of the means. proper to be 
ufed, for preventing the mifchiefsarifing 
from evil communications. 


AGREEABLY to what I obferved of cer- 
tain virtuous principles being inherent.in 
human nature, there are few but who fet 
out at -firft in the world with good difpofi- 
tions. The warmth which belongs to youth 
naturally exerts itfelf in generous feelings, 
and fentiments of honour; in ftrong at- 


tachments to friends, and the other emo- 


tions of a kind and tender heart. Almoft 
all the plans with which perfons who have 
been liberally educated begin the world, are 
connected with honourable views. At that 
period they repudiate whatever is mean or 

bafe. 
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bafe. It is pleafing to them to think of SERM. 
commanding the efteem of thofe among ; 


whom they live, and of acquiring a name 
among men. But alas! how foon does this 
flattering profpec&t begin to be overcaft! 
Defires of pleafure ufher in temptation, and 
forward the growth of diforderly paffions. 
Minifters of vice are feldom wanting to 
encourage, and flatter the paflions of the 
young. Inferiors {tudy to creep into fa+ 
vour, by fervile obfequioufnefs to all their 
defires and humours. Glad* to find any 
apology for-the indulgences of which they 
are fond, the young too~readily liften to 
the voice of thofe who fuggeft to them, 
that ftri&t notions of religion, order, and 
virtue, are old-fafhioned and illiberal; that 
the reftraints which they impofe are only 
fit to be prefcribed to thofe who are in the 
firft tage of pupillage; or to be preached 
to the vulgar, who ought to be kept within 
the clofeft bounds of regularity and fubjec- 
tion. But the goodnefs of their hearts, it is 
infinuated to thera, and the liberality of their 
views, will fully juftify their emancipating 
themfelves, in fome degree, from the rigid 
difcipline of parents and teachers. 

Hi 4*: _ Soothing 
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Soothing as fuch infinuations are to the. 
youthful and inconfiderate, their firft fteps, 
however, in vice, are cautious and timid, 
and occafionally checked by remorfe. As 
they begin to mingle more in the world, 
and emerge into the circles of galety and 
pleafure, finding thefe loofe ideas counte- 
nanced by too general practice, they gra- 
dually. become bolder in the liberties they 
take. If they had been bred to bufinefs, 
they begin to tire of induftry, and look 
with contempt on the plodding race of citi- 
zens. If they be of fuperior rank, they 
think it becomes, them to refemble their 
equals; to aflume that freedom of beha- 
viour, that air of forwardnefs, that tone of 
diffipation, that ealy negligence of thofe 


with whom they converle, which appear 


fafhionable in high life. If affluence of 
fortune unhappily concur to favour their 
inclinations, amufements and_ diverfions 
fucceed in. a perpetual round; night and 
day are confounded; gaming fills up their 
vacant intervals; they live wholly in public 
places; they run into many degrees of ex- 
cefs, difagreeable even to themfelves, merely 
from weak complaifance, and the fear of 

being 
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being ridiculed by their loofe affociates. 
Among thefe affociates tne moft hardened 
and determined always take the lead. The 
eft follow them with implicit fubmiffion; 
and make proficiency in the {chool of ini- 
quity in exact proportion to the weaknefs 
of their underftandings, and the frepaah a of 
their paffions. 

How many pais away, after this manner, 
fome of the moft valuable years of their 
life, toft in.a whirlpool of what cannot. be 


called pleafure, fo much as mere giddinefs 


and folly? In the habits of perpetual con- 
nexion with idle or licentious company all 
reflection is loft ; while circulated from one 
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empty head, and one thoughtlefs heart to - 


another, folly fhoots up into all its moft 
ridiculous forms; prompts the extravagant 
unmeaning frolic in private ; or fallies forth 
in public into mad riot ; impelled fometimes 
by intoxication, Gomenanat by mere levity 
of {pirits. 

All the while, amidft this whole courfe 
of juvenile infatuation, I readily admit, that 
much good-nature may ftill remain. Ge- 
nerofity and attachments may be found; 
nay fome ‘awe of religion may fill fubfift, 

and 
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SERM. and tothe remains of thofe good impreffions 
ee which were made upon the mind in early 
days. - It might yet be very poffible to re- 
_ claim.fuch perfons, and to form them for 
ufeful’ and refpedctable ftations in the world, 
if virtuous and improving fociety fhould 
happily fucceed to. the place of that idle 
crew with whom they now aflociate; if 
important bufinefs fhould occur, to bring 
them into a different {phere of ation; or 
if fome reafonable ftroke of affliGtion fhould 
in mercy be fent, to recall them to them- 
felves, and to awaken ferious and manly 
thought. But if youth, and vigour, and 
flowing fortune, continue; if a fimilar fuc- 
ceffion of companions go on to amufe them, 
to ingrofs their time, and to ftir up their 
paffions; the day of ruin,—let them take 
heed and ‘beware!—the day of irrecover- 
abie ruin begins to draw nigh. Fortune 
is fquandered ; health is broken; friends 
are offended, affronted, eftranged ; aged pa- 
rents, perhaps, fent afflicted and mourning 
to the duft. 

There are certain degrees of vice which 
are chiefly ftamped with the character of 
the ridiculous and the contemptible; and 
. bow there 
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there are alfo certain limits, beyond which 
if it pafs, it becomes odious and execrable. 
If, to other corruptions which the heart hae 
already received, be added the infufion of 
fceptical principles, that worft of all the 
evil communications of finners, the whole of 
morals is then on the pgint of being over- 
thrown. For every crime can then be pal- 
liated to confcience; every check and re- 
ftraint which had hitherto remained,. is 
taken away. He who, in the beginning 
of his courfe, foothed himfelf with the 
thought that while he indulged his defires, 
he did hurt to no man; now prefled by 
the neceflity of fupplying thofe wants into 
which his-expenfive pleafures have brought 
him, goes on without remorfe to defraud 


and to opprefs. ‘The lover of pleafure now | 


becomes. hardened and cruel; violates his 
truft, or betrays! his friend ; becomes a man 
of treachery, or a man of blood ; fatisfying, 
or at leaft endeavouring all the while to 
fatisfy himfelf, that circumftances form his 
excufe; that by neceflity he is impelled; 
and that, in gratifying the paffions which 
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nature had implanted within him, he does | 


no more than follow nature. 
Miferable 
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SERM.  Miferable and deluded man! to what 
vt, art thou come at the lat? Doft thou 
pretend to follow nature, when thou art 
_contemning the laws of the God of nature? 
when thou art ftifling his voice within thee, 
which remonftrates againft thy crimes? 
when thou art violating the beft part of 
thy nature, by ‘counteradting the diates 
of juftice and humanity? Doft thou fol- 
low nature, when thou rendereft thyfelf an 
ufelefs animal on the earth; and not ufe- 
lefs only, but noxious to the fociety to 
which thou belongeft, and to which thou 
art a difgrace; noxious, by the bad ex- 
ample thou haft fet ; noxious,,by the crimes 
thou haft committed; facrificing innocence 
to thy guilty pleafures, and introducing 
fhame and ruin into the habitations of 
peace; defrauding of their due the unfuf- 
picious who have trufted thee ; involving 
in the ruins of thy fortune many a worthy 
family ; reducing the induftrious and. the 
aged to mifery and want; by all which, if 

_ thou haft efcaped the deferved {word of 
- juftice, thou haft at leaft brought on thyfelf 
the refentment and the reproach of all the 
refpectable and the worthy!—T'remble then 
at 
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at the view of the gulph which is opening SER M: 
before thee. “Look with horror at the pre- es el 
cipice, on the brink of! which thou ftandeft; 

and if yet a moment be left for retreat, 

think how thou mayeft. spite se. and be 

faved. 


Tuis brings me to what’ I propofed as 
the next head of difcourfe ; to fuggeft fome 
means that may be ufed for {topping in time 
the progrefs of fuch mifchiefs ; to point out 
fome remedies againft the fatal infection of 
evil communications. 


_ Tue firft and moft obvious is, to with- 
draw from all affociations with bad men, 
with perfons either of licentious principles, 
or of diforderly conduct. I have fhewn to 
what iffue fuch dangerous connexions are 
apt to bring men at laft. Nothing, there- 
fore, is of more importance for the young, 
to whom I now chiefly addrefs myfelf, than 
to be careful in the choice of their friends 
and companions. ‘This choice is too fre- 
quently made without much thought, or 
is determined by fome cafual connexion 3; 
and yet yery often the whole fate of their 

future 
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future life depends upon it... The circum- 
ftances which chiefly attiaG the liking and- 
the friendthip of youth, are vivacity, good 
humour, engaging manners, and a cheer- 
ful or eafy temper; , qualities, I confefs, 
amiable in themfelves, and ufeful and -va~ 


‘luable in their place. But I intreat you to 


remember, that: thefe are not all the: quali« 
ties requifite to: form an intimate ‘compa- 
nion or friend. Something more is ftill to 
be looked for; a found.underftanding, a 
fteady mind, a firm attachment to prin- 
ciple, to virtue, and honour. As only folid 
bodies polith well, it is only on the fub- 
ftantial ground of thefe manly endowments, 
that the other amiable qualities can receive 
their proper luftre. Deftitute of thefe effen- 
tial requifites, they fhine with no more than 
a tinfel brilliancy. It may fparkle for a 
little, amid a few circles of the frivolous 
and fuperficial ; but it impofes not on’ the 
difcernment of the public. The world in 
general feldom, after a fhort trial, judges 
amils of the characters of men. You may 
be affured, that its charaéter of you will be 
formed by the company you frequent ; and 
how agreeable foever they may feem to be, 


nag if 
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if nothing is to be found among them but sig 


hollow qualities, and external accomplith- 
ments, they foon fall down into the clafs, 
at beft of the infignificant, _perhaps of the 
worthlefs; and you fink, of courfe, in. the 
opinion of the public, into: the fame defpi- 
cable rank.- 

Allow me. to warn you, me dees moft 
gay and. pleafing. are fometimes the meft 
infidious, and dangerous companions ; an 
admonition which refpedts both the fexes: 
Often they attach themfelves to you from 
interefted motives ; and if any taint'or fuf- 
picion lie on their charater, under the cover 
of your rank, your fortune, or your,good 
reputation, they feek protection for them- 
felves. Look round you, then, with atten- 
tive eye, and weigh characters well, before 
you conneét yourfelves too clofely with any 
who court your fociety. He that walketh 
with wife men fhall be wife ; but a companion 
of fools fhall be deftroyed. Wherefore, enter 
not thou into the council of the feorner. Walk 
not in the way with evil men ; avoid it ; pafs 
not by it, turn from it, and pafs away*. 


Fat ETON, Wall Zins Kill. 20. 
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In order to prevent the influence of evil 
communications, itis farther needful that 
you fix to’ yourfelves certain principles of 
conduc, and*to be refolved and determined 
on/no occafion to fwerve from them. Set- 
ting the confideration of religion and vir- 
tue afide, and attending merely-to intereft 
and reputation, it: will be‘found, that he 
who enters on adtive'life’ without having 
afcertained fome regular plan, ‘aécording to 
which he is to guide himfelf, will be un- 
profperous in the whole’ of his fabfequent 


progrefs, «But when*condu is viewed ‘in 
a moral’ and’ religious light, the effect of 


having fixed ‘no’ principles’ of a@ion, of 
having’ ‘formed ‘no’ laudable ftandard of 
character,» becomes more’ obvioufly fatal. 
For hence it is, that the young and thought- 
lefs imbibe fo readily the poifon of evil 
communications, and. fall a prey to every fe- 
ducer. They have no‘internal guide whom 


they are accuftomed ‘to’ follow’ and obey 5 ; 


nothing ‘within’ themfelves ‘that’ can “give 
firmnefs to their condu€t.: They are of 
courfe the vidtitns of momentary inclination 
or caprice; religious and good by ftarts, 
when during’ the abfence of temptation 

and 
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and. tempters, the. virtuous principle ftirs SERM, 


within. them; but never long the, fame; 
changing. and flu€tuating according to the 
paffion-that chances to rife, or the inftiga- 
tion of thofe with whom they. have con- 
~ neéted-themfelves. They are failing on a 
dangerous fea, which, abounds with rocks; 
without compafs, by which to direc their 
courfe;| or helm, by which to guide the 


veffel: Whereas, if they acted on a fyftem, 
if their behaviour made it appear that they - 


were determined to condud themfelves. by 
certain rules and,principles, not only would 
they efcape innumerable dangers, but. they 
would. command refpect from the licentious 
themlelyes. .. Evil doers would ceafe to lay 
their fnares for one whom they faw moving 
above them, ina higher {phere, and with 
a.more fteady oayeies 


pet a farther sorectiys of evil communt- 
cations, and as a foundation to, thofe prin- 
ciples which you lay down for conduct, 
let me advife you fometimes to think fe- 
rioufly of what: conftitutes real enjoyment 
and happinefs. Your days cannot be 
entirely fpent in company and pleafure, 
Vou, Il, [ How 
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How clofely foever you ate furrounded and: 


. befieged by: evil ‘€ompanions, there muft. 


be fome intervals, if which. you areleft by 
yourlelves} ‘when, after ail. the “turbulence 
of amufement ts over, your miiiid will ma-, 
turally Affameé 4 gtaver and tore ipenfive 
éaft, "Thefe are’ precious ‘intervalsto yow 
if you knew their value. . Seize ‘that fober 
hour’of ‘retirement and filencey Indulge 
the nieditations which then: begity to.rifes 
Cat Your éye! backwards.on what is -paft 
of your lifes look forward to what is pros. 
bably to comé. "Think of the pact you 
aré-“now a@ing; and of what fémains to 
bé adted) perhaps to be fuffered, | before you 
die. Then isthe time to:form your plans 


of! happinels’ fot merely for thé next day; 


but for the general ‘courfe of your difes 
Remember, that -whatis-pleafing to you ‘at 
twenty, will:not be equally:fo at forty or 
fifty years of age; and that what continues 
fongeft pledfing, is always moft valuables 
Recolke& Your own fedlings//in’ different 
fcenes of life.’ Inquire on: what, océafions 
you have felt tthe true fatisfacion,; whet 
ther days of fobtiety and a-rational employ 


ment: wads not. left behind them. a. moré 


‘agreeable - 
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agreeable remembrance, than nights of i SERM. 
centioufnefs and riot. “Look round youion JO, 


the world; refleQ onthe different focieties 


which have fallen under your obfervation ; 
and think who among ‘them appear to ent 
joy life to moft advantage; whether they 
who, encitcled by gay companions, are 
conftantly fatiguing themfelves »in queft of 
pleafure;; or they to whom pleafure comes 
unfought, in the courfe of an adtive,: vire 


tuous, and manly life, . Compare: together | 


thefe two claffes of mankind, and/afk your 
own: hearts, to which of them you.would 
choofe tobelong. If, ina happy moment, 
the ‘light of truth begin to break inupon 


‘you, refufé not admittance to the ray. If. - 


your hearts fecretly reproach you for the 
wrong choice you have made, bethink 
yourfelves that the evil .is. not itreparable. 


Stillthere is time for repentance and retreat ;) 


and a return to wifdom is via weit 
ables. | 
- Were fuch meditations waiely iRatheats 


-the evil communications of finners. would 


die away before them, the force of their 
poilon would evaporate; the world would 
Lube | begin 
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SERM. begin to affume in your eyes a new form 
cmp and fhape. Difdain not, in thefe folitary 


hours, to®recolle&t what the: wifeft have 
faid and have written concerning human 
happinefs'and human vanity, Treat not 
their opinions ‘as effufions merely of pee- 
vifhnefs or) difappointment; but believe 


‘ 


them to be, what they truly are, the refult 


of long experience, and thorough acquaint- 
ance with the world. Confider’ that the 
feafon of youth is pafling faft away. It 
is time for you to be taking meafures for 


an eftablifhment in life; nay, it were wife 
to°be looking forward to a placid enjoy- 
‘ment of old age. That is a period you 
‘with to'fee'; but how miferable when it . 


arrives, if it yield you nothing but the 


‘dregs of life; and prefent no retrofped, 
“except: that ofa thoughtlefs and difho- 


coy youth. 


Let me once more advife you, to look 


_ forward fometimes'.beyond old age; to 
“look to a future world. Amidft evil com- 
‘munications, \et your belief, and your cha~ 


racter as Chriftians arife, to your view, 


Think 
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Think of the Hard hame in which you-were gER™M. 
“» baptifed. ‘Think of the God whom yout oe 
‘fathers honoured and worthipped; of the 
- religion in which they trained you up ;. of 
the venerable rites in which they brought 
you to partake. ‘Their paternal cares have 
now ceafed. They have finifhed their 
earthly courfe; and the time is coming 
when you muft follow them. You know 
that you are not to live always here; and — 
you furely do not believe that your exift- 
ence is to end with this life. Into what 
world then are you next togo? Whom 
will you meet with there? Before whofe 
tribunal are you to appear? What account 
will you be able to give of your prefent 
trifling and irregular condu& to him who 
made you ?—Such thoughts may be treated 
as unfeafonable intrufions. But intrude 
they fometimes will, whether you make 
them welcome or not. Better, then, to al- 
low them free’ reception when they come, 
and to confider fairly to what they lead. 
You have feen perfons die; at leaft, you 
have heard of your friends dying near you. 
Did ‘it never enter into your minds, to 


b3 think 


F “y 
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SE RM, think what their laft reflections probably 
fees Were in their concluding moments; or . 


what your own, in fuch a fituation, would’ 


be? What would be then your hopes and 
fears; what part you’ would then with to 
have ated; in what light your, clofing’ 
eyes would then view this life, and -this 
world. 

Thefe are thoughts, my Scie too im- 
portant to be always excluded, Thefe are 


things too folemn and awful to be trifled 


with. They are fuperior to all the ridicule 
of fools. They come home to every man’s 
bofom ; and are entitled to every man’s 
higheft attention. Let us regard them as 
becomes reafonable and mortal creatures; 
and they will prove effectual antidotes to 
the evil communications of petulant {coffers. 
When. vice or foll y arife to tempt us under 


‘flattering forms, let the ferious chara@er 


‘which we bear as men come alfo forward 
to view; and Jet the folemn admonitions, 
with which I conclude, found full in our 
ears: My fon, if finners entice thee, confent 
thou not. Come out from among ft them, and 
be feparate. Remember thy Creator in the 

my a4 days 
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days of thy youth, Fear the Lord, ee depart § ERM. 
from evil, The way of li ife is above to the i 
wife; and be that keepeth the commandment, 
beepetb bis oun fils 9) 
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On ‘ednibeod. 





PSALM XXVIl. 3. 


Though an hoft foould encamp againft me, my 


heart fhall not fear. 


HIS world is a region of danger, in 

which perfect fafety is poflefled by 
no man. ‘Though we live in times of 
eftablithed tranquillity, when there is no 
ground to apprehend that az dof fhall, in 


“the literal fenfe, excamp againft us; “yet 


every man, from one quarter or other, has 
fomewhat to dread. Riches often make to 
themfelves wings, and fiee away. ‘The firm- 


eft health may in a moment be shaken, 
‘The moft flourifhing family may unexpeét- 


edly be fcattered. The appearances of our 
fecurity are frequently deceitful, © When 
: our 
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our fky feems more fettled and ferene, in SERM. 


fome unobferved quarter gathers. the little 
black cloud, in which’the tempeft ferments, 
and prepares to difchargeitfelf on our head. 
Such is the real fituation of man in this 


world; and he who flatters:himfelf with an 


oppofite view of his ei si lives in’ the 
paradife of fools. | 

In this fituation, no cialis is more 
requifite than conftancy, or fortitude of 
mind; a quality which the Pfalmift ‘ap- 
pears, from the fentiment in the text, to 
have poffeffed in an eminent degree.  For- 
titude was juitly clafled, by the ancient 
‘philofophers, among the cardinal virtues. 


It is indeed eflential to the fupport of them 


all ; and it is moft neceflary to be acquired 
by every one who withes to difcharge with 
fidelity the duties of his ftation. . It is the 
‘armour of the mind, which will fit him 


. for encountering the trials and furmount- 


ing the dangers, that are likely to occur in 
‘the courfe of his life. It may be. thought, 
perhaps, to be a quality, in fome meature, 
~-conftitutional ; dependent on firmnefs of 
“nerves, and ftrength of fpirits. Though, 
partly, it is fo, yet experience fhews that it 

may 
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SE mie may alfo be/acquired by principle, and. be 


fortified. by. reafons and. it) is) only. when. 
thus. acquireds.and thus: fortified, that. it 
can be, accounted to carry the character of 
virtue,.. Fortitude is.oppofed, as all know, 
to timidity, irrefolution, a. feeble and a) 
wavering {pirit,. It is placed, like other 
virtues, in the middle, between two .ex- 
tremes; ftanding at-an equal diflance from 


rafhnefs. on the one hand, and from pufil- 


lanimity on the other. In difcourfing on - 


this: fubje@, Lpropofe,, firft, to. thew: the 


importance. of fortitude or conftancy ; next; 
to afcertain the grounds on which it muft 
reft; and, laftly, to fuggeft fome confidera- 


tions for afiiting the exercife of it... 


‘[. Tus high i paar ‘of fortitude will 
eafily. appear, if. we confider it as refpect- 
ing either the happinefs of human life, or 
he proper difcharge of its duties. 

Without fome degree of fortitude there 
can be no happinefs ;, becaufe, amidft, the 
thoufand uncertainties of life, there can be 
no. enjoyment of tranquillity, The, ‘man 
of feeble and timorous fpirit lives under 
perpetual alarms. He forefees every diftant 

danger, 
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danger, and trembles. “He explotes the res. SERM, 


gions of poffibility, to difcover the dangers 
that may arife. ‘Often he creates imaginary 
ones; always magnifies thofe that are net 
Hence, like a perfon haunted by fpeétres, 
he lofes the free enjoyment even ofa ‘fafe 
and profperous ftate. On the firft thock of 
adverfity, he defponds. ° Inftead of exerting 
himfelfto lay hold on the refources that 
remain, he’ gives up all for loft; and ‘re- 
figns himfelf to abjeG& and broken fpirits, 
—QOn the other hand, firmnefs of mind ig 
the parent of tranquillity. It enables one 
to enjoy the prefent without difturbance ; 


and to look calmly on dangers that ap-_ 


proach, or evils that threaten in future. “It 
fuggelts good hopes, It fupplies refources. 
It allows a ‘man to retain the full pofleffion 


of himfelf, in every fituation of fortune. . 


Look into the heart of this man, and you 
will find compofure, cReEPARI EEE and. mag- 
nanimity. Look into the heart of the other, 
and you will fee SOCnIE but confufion, 
anxiety, and trepidation. “The one is the 
caftlé built ona rock, which defies the at- 


tacks ‘of furrounding waters. ‘The other is a 
eo | hut 


VIi. 
iain 
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SERM: hut placed on the thore, which every wind 
a ws po every’ wave overflows, m 


UTf eae Bd thus offential to the enjoy- 
‘ment of life, it is equally fo to the proper 
difcharge of all its moft important duties. 
He whois’ of a cowardly mind is, and 
mutt be, a flave to the world!’ He fathions 
his whole condu& according to its hopes 
and fears, © He finiles, and fawns, and be- 
trays, from abject confiderations of perfonal 
fafety. He is incapable of either conceiv- 
ing, or-executing any great defign.. He 
can neither ftand the clamour of the mul- 

otitude nor the frowns of the mighty. The 
»owind of popular favour, or the threats of 
power, dare fufficient to fhake his moft 
‘determined’ purpofe,* The world always 
‘knows where to find him. He may pretend 
to have principles ; but on every trying oc- 
s¢afion, it will be feen, that his pretended 
principles bend to convenience and fafety, 
-«=The man of yirtuous fortitude, again, 
follows the diGtates of his heart, unembar- 
\ raffled by thofe reftraints which lie upon 
the timorous, wat once determined 


what 
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what is fit for him to do, no threatenings SERM. 


can: fhake, nor dangers appal him. 


oufnefs of! inward. dignity., I do. not: fay 


that ‘this difpofition alone. will fecure him . 


againft every vice. :He may be, lifted up 
with pride.... He may be feduced. by plea- 
fure. He may be hurried away by paflion. 
But at leaft on’one quarter*he will be aakit ; 
oe no abject fears mifled into evil... ne 
. Without this: temper of mind, ‘moiman 
can be a thorough Chriftian., For his)pro- 
feffion, as fuch, requires him to; be fupe- 
rior to that fear of man which bringeth a 
yuare; enjoins him, for the fake.of aigood 
_ confcience} ito-encounter every danger ; and 
to be prepared; if called, even to lay.down 
his life.in thescaufe -of religion and truth, 
‘All who: have: been diftinguithed..as. fer- 
vants of God, or benefactors of men; all 
“who, in perilous fituations,:Have acted their 
»partewith fuch honoursasito render) their 
‘names illuftrious through (fucceeding’ ages, 


‘have been eminent for\fortitude of mind. 


Of this we haveone confpicuous example in 
the: apoftle Paul, whom it will be: inftruc- 
tive for us toowiew ina remarkable occur- 

rence 


refts upon. himfelf, fupported by a confei= 
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SE'RM, rencecof his life. , After having:long afted 
Vil. _as the Apoftle-of the Gentiles, his.miffion 
called him to..go to: Jernfalem, where he 
knew that hé was to encounter the .utmoft 
violence of his enemies: . Juft before hefet . 
fail, he called together the elders of his fa-_ 
vourite church: at Ephefus,, and. in; a pas. 
thetic: fpeech; :which:does great honour to 
hiss ‘chara&ter, gave: them his, Jatt.farewel. 
Deeply affeted by their knowledge. of, the 
certain dangers to. which: he’ was expofing . 
hiinfelf, all. the affembly were. filled with | 
diftrefs, andi:melted.into tears. ..The cir. 
cumftances were fuch as. might: have cone. 
veyed.dejection even. toa ‘refolute mind 
and‘ would> have: totally overwhelmed the. 
feeble. They all wept fore, and fell on Paul’s 
neck, and kiffed bim; Jorrowing moft of all 
Jor the words which he fpake, that they fhould 
fee bis faceno more... What were then the: 
fentiments, what -was:the language of this 
great and good man? Hear the words 
which» {poke™ his: firm »::and: undaunted 
mind. Behold, Togo bound in: the fpirit. 
‘unto Ferufalem, not knowing the things that: 
Joall befall me there! fave that the: Holy 
—— abate im every city faying,that 
bouds 
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bonds and “affittions abide me. But none-of SERMs- 
thefethings move we; neither count I'my life er ; 
dear unto inyfelf, ‘fo that I might finifho my | 
courfe with joy, and the minifiry which Lt 
bave received of the Lord ‘Féfus, to tefiify the. 
gofpel of thé grace of God*. ‘Theres was 
uttered the voice, there breathed the {pirit, 
of a brave anda virtuous man. Such a man: 
knows not what it is to-fhrink from: dans) 
ser when confcience ‘points ‘out “his path.’ 
In‘that path he is determined to walk; let: 
the confequence’ be what ‘they’ will.) -Til/ 
I one Lf will not remove my ‘integrity from. 

My righteoufnefs I hold faft, and wilt. 
ai leit go. My heart Joall net. reproach: 
me fo long as'I live +.“ For me ‘there isia. 
= part ‘appointed ‘to ‘act. oT go to. perform 
eit, \o My" duty T thall do to-day. Let to*. 
“morrow take thought for the things: of ite 
“felf” ——Having thus fhewn the a 
iovati’ I ae | | 





ae Po: fhew the proper’ ‘ifeuiedadions: a, 
conftancy and ‘fortitude of ‘mind. They, 
are’ principally two j-a good ences anit: 
THEN OUY Sock 1 SAL Gh. MRR WE 
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A corrupted and guilty man can poflefs 
no true firmnefs of heart... He who, by | 
crooked paths, purfues difhonourable ends, 


has many. things to -difmay him... He not 


only dreads the difappointment of his de- 
figns,. by fome of thofe accidents to. which 


vall are expofed; but he has alfo to dread | 
. the treachery of: his confederates, the dif- 


covery and reproach of the world, and the 
jutt difpleafure of Heaven. His fears he 
is obliged. to. conceal; but while he affumes 
the appearance of He yi before the 
world, he trembles_within himfelf ; and 
the bold and fteady eye of integrity fre- 
quently darts terror into his heart. There 
is, it is true, a fort of. conftitutional cou- 
rage, which fometimes has rendered 1 men 
daring in the moft flagitious attempts. 
But this fool-hardinefs ef the tafh, this 
boldnefs of the ruffian, is altogether dif- 
ferent from real fortitude. It arifes. merely 
from warmth of blood, from want of 
thought, and. blindnefs, to dangery» As it 
forms no charaéter of .walue; fo it appears: © 
only.in occafional, fallies ; and never, can.be 
uniformly. maintained. It requires adven- 
titious props to fupport. it; and, in. fome 


9 hour 
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hour of trial, always fails Thereycan be SERM. 
no true” courage; » ‘nO! regulat® Berfeverinig Bears 


conftancy, but what» is “contie@ted’ with 
principle; and founded ion <a conftioufnels 
of reétitude! of intention. © This,and' this 
only; ereéts that*brazen wall, which we'can 


oppofe to every*hoftile attack:! ‘It clothes 


us with’an’ armour, on which fortune will 
fpend: “its fhafts in vain: ‘All’ is found 
within. .There is no weak place, where we 
particularly® dread “a blow.’ "Thete “is no 
occafion for falfe colours to’ be hung: out. 
No difguife is needed to’ cover us, We 
would be fatisfied if ‘all- mankind -could 
look into our ‘hearts: What has he. to 
fear, who not only aéts on a plan which 
his confcience | approves, but who knows 
that every good man, nay the whole un- 
biafled world, if they. could trace his: in- 
tentions, would Be ie and inp! so ‘his 
conduct ? me : 


i. i ohew i. 


HE knows, at the dnb time; pacha hej is 
acting under the immediate eye and pro- 


teGtion of the Almighty. Behold, my witnefs 
is in heaven; and my record is on high*. 


* Job, xvi. 19. 


Vou. Ik. ee Here 
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On Fortitude. 
Here opens a new fource of Resiideisiet to every 
virtuous man. »The confcioufnefs-of fuch 
an illuftrious fpeétator i invigorates and ani+ 
mates him. He trufts, that the eternal: Lover 
of righteoufnefs not only beholds» and 
approves, but will ftrengthen and, affitt ; 


_will not fuffer him to be unjuftly oppreffed, 


and will reward his conftancy in the end, 


with glory, honour, and immortality. A 
good. confcience, thus. fupported, beftows 
“on the hearta much greater degree of intre- 


pidity. than. it. could otherwife infpire. One 
_who refts on an almighty, though invifible, 


Protectar, vexerts his powers: with double 


force; acts with: vigour. not his own. Ac- 
cordingly,» it, was ;from this principle of 
tuft i 10, God, that, the Pfalmift derived that 
courage, ‘and. boldnefs which -he expreffes 
in the text,» ; He had faid immediately. be- 
fore, Z. be Lordi is my light and my falvation ; 
the Lord is the Strength of my life. Thecon- 
{equence which direétly follows is, Of whom 
Jhall I be afraid? . Though an boft peters 48 
camp againfl me, ™y beart HAP not apse 
remains, 


ke Roh. 
a 


meh TH THAT 
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W) Taard fuggeft a few confiderations SERM. 

“which may prove see nbal to the exertife saa, 
“of 'vittuous fortitude in aK midft of dan- 

Bers. eka iis Je J gee 5 4 wf 8 Wey Was 

~Ftom what was jut now faid, it appears, 

firft, that it is of high importance to every _ 
"one, who wifhes to act his part with be- 
coming refolution, to cultivate a ‘Teligious 
‘principle, and to be infpired with trutt in 
‘God. © The imperfe@ions of the beft are 
“indeed fo numerous, ‘as to give them | no 
“title ‘to claim, on their own account, the 
protection of heaven. But we are taught 
“to believe, that the merciful God, who made 
us, and who kvows our frame, favours the 
fincere and upright; that the fupreme ad- 
miniftration of the univerfe is always on 
the fide of truth’ and virtue’; “and that, 
theréfore, every worthy charaéter, and every 
juft and good ‘caufe, though for a while 
it fhould be’ depreffed, ‘is likely to receive 
countenance and proteéion in the ‘end. 
The” more firmly this belief is rooted in 
the heait, its influence will be more power- 
ful, in furmounting the’fears which arife 
from a fenfe of our own weaknefs or dan- 
ger. The records of all nations afford’ a 
K. 2 thoufand 


SERM. 
vil. 
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thoufand remarkable inftances of the ef- 
fect of this principle, both om individuals, 


and. on bodies of men. Animated by the 


{trong belief of a juft caufe and a pro- 
tecting God, ‘the feeble have waxed firong, 


and have defpifed dangers, fufferings, and 


death. Handfuls of men have defied Lofts 
that were encamped againf? them;-and have 
gone forth, conquering and to conquer, 
The fword of the Lord and of Gideor have 
called forth a valour which aftonifhed the 


‘world; and which could have been exerted 


by none but thofe who _— under a di- 
vine banner. ate | 


achat place, let him who would 
preferve fortitude in difficult fituations, fill 
his mind with a fenfe of what conftitutes 
the true honour of man. Itconfifts not in 
the multitude of riches, or the elevation of 
rank ; for experience fhews that thefe may 
be pofleffed by the worthlefs, as well as by 
the deferving. It confifts in being deterred 
by no danger when duty calls us forth; in 
fulfilling our allotted part, whatever it may 
be, with faithfulnefs, bravery, and con- 
flancy of mind, ‘Thefe qualities never fail 

| to: 


Ou. Fortitude. 
toftamp diftin@tion om the character. They 
confer on him who. difeovers them, an ho- 
nourable fuperiority,. which all, even ene- 
mies, feel and:revere. - Let every man, 
therefore, when the hour of danger comes, 
bethink himfelf; that ‘now is arrived the 
hour of trial; the hour which muft deter- 


mine, whether he is to;rife;-or to fink for 


‘ever, in the efteem of all around him,» If, 
when put to the teft, he difcover no firme 
nefs to maintain his ground, no fortitude 
to ftand a fhock, he has’ forfeited>every 
pretenfion toa manly mind. He:-mut 
reckon on being expofed to’ general con 
tempt ; and, what is worfe, he will feel-that 
he deferves it. In -his‘own eyes he will: be 
contemptible; than which, fiinelysa no obi 
cats wid more’ tin es eine g 


_—- ‘in nid to acquire boli of f foxtte 


tude, what is of the higheft confequence 


is to have formed a juft eftimate of the 
goods and ev'!s of life, and of the value of 
life itfelf. For here lies the chief fource of 
our weaknefs and pufillanimity,.. We over- 
walue the advantages of fortune, rank and 
canna eafe and fafety. Deluded by vain 

bc 2 opinions, 
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gi a opinions, we look’ to thefe as our ultimate 
goods. ‘ We hang upon them with fond ‘at- 
‘tachment ; and to forfeit any hope ‘of ad- 
vaticement, to incur the leaft difcredit with 
the world, or to’ be brought: down bit one 
ftep from the ftation we poflefs, is regarded 
with confternation and difmay. » Hence, 
a thoufand weights shang uponthe mind, 
which deprefs its courage, and bend it to 
mean and difhonourable compliances.. What 
fortitude can /he-poflefs, .what .worthy or 
generous: purpofe:can he, form, who, con~ 
teives:diminution of »rank,, or lofs of for- 
tune, to:be the chief evils. which man can 
fuffer? . Put thefe: into the balance. with 
true honour, with confcious integrity, with 
the efteem: of the virtuous and the wife, 
with the favour of Almighty. God, with 
peace of mind and hope of heaven ; and 
then think, whether thofe dreaded evils are 
- fufficient'to intimidate ‘you! from’ doing 
your duty. Look beyond external appear- 
ances tothe infide of things, , Suffer not 
yourfelves to be impofed on: by that. glitters 
ing varnifh, with’ whichthe furface of the 
world dazzles the vulgar.. Confider how 
many are contented and happy without 
thofe 
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thofe advantages of fortune, on which you SERM. 


put fo extravagant a value. ‘Confider, -whe- 


therit is poffible for: you: to be happy with — 


-them, ‘if, for theit fake, you. forfeit all that 
i8eftimable ‘in man. The favour. of the 
‘great, perhaps, you :think, is. at ftake ; or 
that. popularity» with the multitude, «on. 


which you" build» plans of vadvancement: © 


Alas !" how precarious arethe’means which 
you employ ia order to attain the. end you 
have in view; and the end itfelf; how little 
is it worthy’ ee your ambition?’ Phat favour 


which you purfue, ‘of dubious ‘advantage © 


when’ gained; is frequently loft by fervile 
compliance. The timid and abjé@ are dee 
tected, and defpifed ‘even by thofe whom 
they court ; while the “firm: and: refolute 
rife in the ett’ to. thofe ‘honours, which’ ning 
ree ite in Vaing Dos heats he Bars 


Hefiicordy ole aso ent, iin “ay 


a the: be at set saat papi not 
your fortune only, but) your fafety, to be 
in hazard; your life, itfelf to be. endan- 
gered, by adhering..to, confcience and vir- 
tue.. Think, what, a. creeping and. igno- 
minious. ftate you. would render life, if, 

PbS 4 aStmo> oo 0: when 
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Jptict your duty calls, ‘you would » sionygates it 
to no danger; if by a -daftardly behaviour, 
ie would, at any: experice, ‘preferiven it. 


‘That life which you are fo anxious tompre- 


ferve, can ‘at any rate: be- prolonged! only 
for a few year's moré; and thofe years may 
be full of woe. He, who will not rifk death 
when con{cience requires him to faces it, 
Ought tobe afhamed. to live:——Confi der 
asa man,-and a Ghriftian, for what, purpofe 
life’ was igiven’ thee by ‘Heaven... Was it, 
that thou mighteft:pafs a few years in low 





pleafures..and ignoble floth ; flying: ,into 


every: corner to hide thyfelf, saline the leaft _ 
danger rifes to view? >No: life was given 
that thou. mighteft, come forth to, act fome 
ufeful and honourable part, on that theatre 


_ where. thou. haft ibeen placed. by: Provi- 


dence ; mighteft glorify him. that, made 
thee ; and, by fteady perfeverance in virtue, 
rife in the end to ah immortal ftate. 

Son of man, Remember thine ‘original 
Honours! Affert the dignity of thy nature’! 
Shake off this pufillanimous ¢ dread-of death; 
and feck to fulfil the ends for which thou 


/ wert fent forth: by thy’ Creator !+- The 


+  fentiment 


Oh Fortitude, 


\ 
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fentinent of a noble mind is, Z count not SERM 


my life dear unto myfelf, fo that I may finifa 
my courfe with joy. To the Jinifbing of his 
pour/e, let every one dite& shiseye; and let 
him > now jappreciate life according tothe 
value it will be found to have when Suis 
med up at the clofe.. This isthe period 
which brings every thing to the téft. Illus 
fions "may formerly. have impofed on the 
world? may have impofed onthe man him- 
felf.. But all illufion then vanithes. . The 
real’ charaGter comes forth. The eftimate 
ef happinefs .is fairly formed. . Hence it 
has been juftly faid, that no man can be 
pronounced either great or happy, until his 
laft hour come. To-that' laft hour, what 
will bring fuch fatisfaftion, or add fo much 
@ignity,: as the -refleGtion on having for- 
mounted with firmme(s all the difcourage- 
tents. of the world, and having perfevered 
tothe end in one uniform courfe of fidelity 
and honour? We remarked, before, the 
magnanimous ‘behaviour of the Apoftle 
Paul, when he had perfecution and diftrefs 
fallin view. Hear now the fentiments of 


the fame great man, when the time of his 


laft 
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SERM. laft fuffering approached; and remark the 
wey Majefty and eafe with which:he looked on 
death. -J am now .ready to be offered, and 
the time of my departure is at hand: J have 
fought the good fight. I have jinifbed my 
courfe. - I have kept the faith. Henceforth 
there is laid up for mea crown of rightequf= 
nefs*, How many years of. life.does fuch 
a dying moment overbalance? Who would - 
not choofe in this manner to go off the 
_ ftage, with fuch a fong of triumph*in his 
- mouth, rather than prolong his exiftence 
through a wretched old age, Aeeinks with 
fin and thames | 


denienndeit by thefe confiderations, let 
us nourith that fortitude of mind, which is 
fo effential to a man anda Chriftian..’ Let 
no difcouragement nor danger deter us 
from doing what is right.. Through oneur 
and difbonour, through good report and bad 
report, let us preferve fidelity to our God 
and our Saviour. Though an hoft fhould en- 
camp againft us, \et us not fear to difcharge 
our duty. God affifts us in the virtuaus 


* 2 Timothy, iv. 6, 2. 
conflict ; 
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confli&; and will. crown the ‘coigherts SERM. 
with eternal rewards. Be thou faithful unto VY) 


death, and I will give thee a crown of life. 
To bim that overcometh, faith cur bleffed— 
Lord, Jwill. grant to fit with me on my 
throne ;-even as I alfo overcame, and amfet 


+ 


down with my Father on is throne * wie ON Sh, 
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1 CORINTHIANS, Xiii. 4s 


Charity envicth not 





NVY is a fenfation of uneafinefs a 
difquiet, arifing from the advantages 
which others are fuppofed to poffefs above | 
us, accompanied with malignity towards 
thofe who poffefs them. This is univer- 
fally admitted to be one of the blackeft 
paffions in the human heart. In this world 
we depend much on one another; and 
were therefore formed by God to be mu- 
tually ufeful and aflifting. The inftin&s 
of kindnefs and compaffion which belong 
to our frame, fhew how much it was the 
intention of our Creator that we fhould be 
united in friendthip. If any infringe this 
great 
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great law of aris by atts of. caufelefs SERM. 


einliege refentment may juftly arife.. No 
one is to be condemned for. defending 


_ his rights, and fhewing difpleafure again — 


a malicious enemy. But to conceive ill- 
will at one who has attacked none of our 
rights, nor done us any injury, folely be- 
caufe he is more profperous. than. we 
are, is a difpofition altogether unnatural ; 
it fuits not the human conftitution, and 
| partakes more of the. rancour of an evil 
fpirit. Hence, the chara€ter of an envious 
man is univerfally odious. All difclaim 
it; and they who feel themfelves under 
the influence of this wong chit a cons 

ceal it. ! 
But it is/proper. to aihan ‘uae among: 
all our paffions, both good and bad, there 
are many. different gradations. Sometimes 
they fwim on the furface of the mind, 
without producing any internal agitation. 


They proceed no farther than the begin- | 


nings of paffion, Allayed by our confti- 
tution, or tempered by.the mixture of 
other difpofitions, they exert no confider- 
able influence on the temper... Though the 


charatter in which, envy forms the ruling — 
| _ pafhon, 


‘42 ey On Envy. 
SERM. pafli ion, and reigns in all its foreé, ‘be one 
. wat a6 odious, ‘Thope, to be common; yet 
fome fhade, fome tinture, of this eit dif- 
pofition mixes with moft charaéters in the 
world. ‘It is, perhaps, one of the moft j pre- 
vailing infirmities to which we are fubject. 
There are few but “who, at one time or 
other, havé found fomewhat of this nature 
ftirring within them; fome lurking “unea- 
finefs in their mind, when they looked up 
to others, who enjoyed a greater fhare than 
had fallen to their lot, of fome advantages 
which they wifhed, and thought themfelves 
entitled, to poffefs. Though’ this’ fhould 
not embitter ‘their difpofition; though’ it 
fhould create the uneafinefs only, without 
the malignity, of envy; yet ftill it isa 
difturbed {tate of mind; and always bor- 
ders upon, if it’ Wiethalty include not, fome 
vicious ‘affeétions. In° order, “as FP 
poflible, to remedy this evil, I fhall’ now 
confider what are the moft general grounds 
of the envy which men are apt to beat to 
others; and fhall examine what foundation 
they afford, for any degree of mire trouble- 
fome and dangerous paflion.——The chief 
gt ounds of envy ‘may be reduced to three : 
Accom- 
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Accomplifhments of mind; advantages of SERM. 


birth, rank, and ents fentetie fuccefs 
in meee purfuits.... 

: et paisa Rah or endowments 
of the mind. The chief. endowment for 
which man deferves to be valued, is virtue. 
This: unqueftionably forms the moft efti- 
mable diftin@tion among..mankind. Yet 
this, which may appear furprifing, never 


forms. any ground of envy. , No man is 


envied for being more juft, more generous, 
more. patient, or, forgiving, than . others. 
This may,.in-part, be owing to virtue pro- 
ducing in every one who beholds it, that 
high degree of refpeét-and love, which ex- 
tinguifhes, envy. But, probably, i it is more 
owing to the good opinion which every 
one: entertains of his own.moral qualities. 
Some virtues, or at leaft the feeds of them, 
he finds within his breaft. Others he vain- 
ly attributes to himfelf.. Thofe in ‘which 
he is plainly. deficient, he underyalues, as 
either not» real virtues, or virtues of very 
inferior rank; . and.refts . fatisfied, that, on 
the whole, he is.as worthy. and refpeCable 
as his neighbour... iat aie Mala tesiens: 
Taz * The 
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«The cafe: ‘is .\different, -with regard. 46 
thofe mental abilities. and powers which aré 
afcribed to others.. Asi long; as thefe are 
exerted. i ina, {phere of a¢tion remote from 
ours, and. (not) brought» into ‘competition | 
with ‘talents of the fame kind, to: which:we 
have: pretenfions, they, create: no ‘jealoufys 
They ate viewéd as diftant objects, sin 
which we have notiany concern. iIt is mot. 
until:they ‘touch our own line; and) appear 
to rival us in»what weowith’to excelj that — 
they awaken: envy. »Even: thenienvy. isy 
properlye fpeaking, not»grounded von» the 
talents of others, For here) too;rour felf> 
complacency brings us relief; from»the pers 
fuafion that, were »we sthoroughly ‘known, 
and’ full. juftice :donesto us; our: abilities! 
would: bevfound snot infetior to thofe of 
our rivals, !:What»properly: occafions envy, 
isethe) fruit: of the! accomplithments'# of - 
others; the pre-eminence which the “opis. 
nion of the world beftows,:or) which »we 
dread«it will beftow, on their talents above 
ours.’ “Hence, ‘diftinguifhed | fuperiority in’ 
genius, learning} eloquence, ‘or any’ other! 
of thofe various arts ‘that attraa& the now 
tice. of the worldj° often’ become «painful: 

unl me Tos ‘grounds 
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grounds of envy ; not indeed to. all indif- SERM. 


ferently, but to thofe who follow the fame 
line of purfuit. Mere riyality, infpired by 
entulation, would carry no reproach } were 
not thatrivality joined with obliquity, and 
a malignant {pirit ; did: it not lead to fecret 
detraction, and unfair methods of diminith- 
ing the reputation of others. Too ‘fre- 
. quently has fuch a fpirit tarnifhed the cha- 
racer. of thofe who fought to.fhine in, 
the elegant arts; and who, otherwife, had 
a juft title to fame.——Let fuch as are‘ad- 





diGted to this ipfininit confider how much 
‘they degrade: themfelves. Superior merit, 


of any kind, always refts on itfelf. ' Con- 


{cious of what it deferves, it difdainslow - 
competitions and jealoufies: They :who 


are ftung with envy, efpecially, when they 
allow its malignity to appear, confefs a fenfe 
of their: own inferiority ; and in effect. pay 


homage to that merit from which they en- 


deavour to detract. 


But im order -to’ eradicate the paflion; — 


and to cure the difquiet which it creates, 
let fuch perfons farther confider, how in- 
confiderable the advantage, is which their 
rivals have gained, by any fuperiority over 

Vou, II. L them. 
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them. They whom you envy, are them- 
‘felves inferior -to others who follow’ the 
fame ‘purfuits. “For how few, «how? very 
few, have: reached \the *fummit, of » excel+ 
‘lence, inthe art’ or ftudy which ‘they cul- 
tivate? Even that. degree: of excellence’ 
‘which they have attained, how. feldom/nis: 
it-allowed to® them by the world, till after 
“they die? Public applaufe is the: moft:fluc- 
tuating and uncertain of all rewards...‘Ad- 
-mired: as they may be by.a circlewof their: 


-friendsy*they have~to-.look. up. to: jothers, 
-who ftand above them in :publi¢ .opinion,; 


and: undergo’ the fame mortifications which; 
you fuffer in looking up: to them.Coa- 
fider what labour. it-has coft)them»to arrive 


.at that degree of eminence they:have gained; 


and, ‘after all, their. labour, :how.dmper- 
-fe& their recompence is) at. laft. . Within 
what. marrow bounds »is. their, fame ‘con- 


-fined?, ,With what. a number .of, humili- 


ations is it mixed? To how many are:they 


abfolutely, unknown? «Among  thofe: who 


know them, how. many. cenfure and decry 
them i——~Attending fairly to thefe ;con- 


viiderations, the envious might come.in -the 
send to difcern, that the fame aa by 


any 
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any” atcomplifhment » ofthe’ mind, by- all SERM. 


that {kill can contrive, or genius can exe~ 


cute, amounts to no niore than a {mall eles 
vation, taifes’ the ‘pofleffor: to fuch an in- 
confiderable height: above the: crowd, that 


others may; without difquiet, fit ah con- 
here math theit own ee 

elu. Ruimantew des i foxtiinie fufiehieias 
in) birth, rank; and! riches, even qualifica- 
tions/of body and form, become grounds 


of envy. Among external advantages; 
thofe: which rélate’ to: the body:ought cer-" 


tainly; in the comparative: eftimation -of 


ourfelvesand others, to. hold the: loweft . 


place; asin the acquifition of them we 


Vill 
hears rene) 


can claim ‘no -merit, but muft afcribe them — 


entirely to the gift of nature. But envy 


has'loften fhewed ‘itfelf here in full malig- ~ 


nity; though‘a fmall meafure of reflection 
might have difcovered that there was little 
or no ground for this paffion to arife. «It 
would’ have proved a bleffing to’ mtulti- 
tudes, to have wanted thofe advantages for 
which ‘they’ are envied. “How frequently, 
for Fhe has beauty betrayed the pof- 

L 2 -feflors 
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SE RM: féffors of ‘it into, many a {nare, and brought: 
upon them many a.difafter? , Beheld with, 


{piteful eyes by thofe who are, their rivals, 
they, in the mean time, glow with no 
lefs. envy.again{t. others ‘by.. whom. they 
are »furpaffed ; while in‘ ‘the midft of 
their compefitions, jealoufies, and | con- 
cealed enmities, the fading flower is 
eafily blafted; thort-lived. at the -beft, jand 
trifling at, any rate, in ¢comparifon with 
the higbes and more: tbe: beaniees of. abe 
igh | 

But of all the grounds 3 envy. among 


. the: boty éeealn sea Scmpenietiies 


which the..poor commonly bear, to. the , 
tich, as ingroffing to themfelves all, the 
comforts of life. Hence the evil eye, with 
which perfons of inferior ftation {crutinize 
thofe: who.are above them in rank; and if 


they approach to that rank, their envy is 


generally ftrongeft againft fuch as are juft 
oneiftep higher than themfelves. Alas! my 
friends, all this envious difquietide, which 
agitates theworld, arifes from a deceitful 
igure which impofes upom the public view. 

Falfe 
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Falfe colours are hung out: the real'ftate SERM. 


Vain 


of men is not what it feems to be. The Ju, 


order of fociety ‘requires a diftin@ion of 
ranks to take place; but, in point of hap- 
pinefs, all men comé much nearer to equa- 
lity than is commonly imagined ;!and the 
circumftances, which form dny material 
difference of happinefs among them, are not 
of that nature which renders them grounds 
of envy. ‘The poor man poflefles not, it 
is’ true, fome of the conveniencies and 
pleafuires of the rich; but, in return, he is 
free from many embarraflments to which 
they are’ fabje&. By the fimiplicity and 
uniformity of his life, he is delivered from 


that variety of cares, which perplex thofe 


who have great affairs to manage, intrate 


plans to purfire, many enemies, perhaps to | 


encounter in the purfuit. In the tranquil- 
lity of his fmall habitation and ‘private 
family, he enjoys a ‘pete which is often 
unknown at courts: | The gratifications of 
nature ‘which are always the moft fatis- 
factory, are’ poffefled by him to their full 
éxtent; and if he-be'a ftranger to the re- 
fined pleafures of the wealthy, he is un- 
acquainted alfo with the defire of them, 


1, 3 and ' 
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‘SERM. and by confequence feels no want. His 


VII. . 
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plain meal fatisfies his appetite, with a re- 
lith, probably higher than that of the rich 
man who fits down to his luxurious ban- 
quet. His fleep is more e found ; his health 
more firm; he knows not witat fpleen, 
Janguor, or liftleffnefs are. His accuftom- 
ed employments or labours are not more 
oppreflive to him, than the labour of at- 
tendance on courts and the great, the la- 
hours of drefs, the fatigue of amufeménts, 


_ the very weight of idlenefs, frequently are 


to the rich. In the mean time, all the 
beauty of the face of nature, all the enjoy- 
ments of domeftic fociety, all the gaiety 
and cheerfulnefs of an eafy mind, are as 
open to him as to thofe of the higheft 


zank. The fplendour of retinue, the found 


of titles, the appearances of high refped, 
are indeed foothing, for a fhort time, to 
the great. But, become familiar, they are 
foon forgotten. Cuftom effaces their im- 
preflion. They fink into the rank of thofe 
ordinary things which daily recur, without 
raifing any fenfation of joy.—Ceafe, there- 
fore, from looking up with difcontent and 
envy to thofe whom birth or fortune have 

placed 
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placed above you. Adjuft the balance oe SERM. 


happinefs fairly. When you think of the’ 


enjoyments you want, think alfo of the’ 


troubles from) which you are free. Allow 
their juft value to the comforts you poffefs ; 
and you will find reafon to reft fatisfied, 
with a very moderate, though not an opu- 
* lent and fplendid, condition of fortune: 
Often, did you know the whole, ° you would 
be inclined to pity the ftate of thofe mia 
you now envy. 


ll. SUPERIOR fuccefs in the-courfe of 
worldly purfuits is a frequent ground | of 
envy. Among all ranks of men, compe- 
titions arife. Wherever any favourite ob- 
je&t is purfued in common, jealoufies fel- 
dom fail to take place among thofe who 
are equally defirous of attaining it; as in 
that. ancient inftance of envy recorded of 
Jofeph’s oh ay who hated their brother, 
becaufe their father loved him more than all 
the refi*. “¢ I could eafily bear,” fays one, 
‘“‘ that fome others fhould be more re- 
 putable or famous, fhould be richer or 


© Gen. xxvii. 4. 
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* preater than I. It is but jufts that this 
‘ man fhould enjoy the diftin&tion to 
*. which. his fplendid: abilities have raifed 
“ him, It is. natural. for, that man, to 
“ ¢ommand the refpe&to which le is en~ 
“: titled by. -his birth et his rank, But 
“ when I, and .another have ftarted in the 
© race. of lifes, upon equal terms, and in 
* the fame. rank; that he, without any 
 pretenfion to. ufcomimon merit, fhould 
“have fuddenly fo far .outftripped me; 
“« fhould have. engroffed. all that publie 
“ favour to which I am, Ad lefs entitled 
than hé; this. is, what I, cannot bear ; 
“ my blood boils; my fpirit fwells with 
“ indignation, , at, this »undeferved treat- 
« ment 1 have fuffered from the. world,” 
Complaints of this, nature aré often made, 
by them who feek to juftify the envy 
which they .béat to théir mére. profperous 
neighbours, But if fich perfons with, not 
to be thought wnjuft, Jét me defite them 
to inquire, whéther they Have been alto. 
gether fair in, thé comparifon they have 
made of their own métit with that of their 
rivals? and whether they, have not, them- 
falves.f to blame more than the world, for 


nelng 
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The world is not always blind or unjuft, 
in conferring its favours. Inftances, in- 
deed, fometimes occur, of deferving per- 
fons prevented, by a fucceffion of crofs 
imcidents, from arifing into public accept- 
ance. But ‘ify the ordinary courfe of 
things, mérit; fooner or later, receives a 
reward, while the greater’ part of men’s 
-mhisfottunes and difappointments can, gene- 
rally, bé traced to fome mifeondué of their 
own. Wifdoim bringeth to honour : The hand 
of the diligent maketh rich; and, it has been 
faid, not altogether without reafon, that, of 
his own fortune in life every man is the 
chief artificer. If Jofeph was preferred by 
the fathet to all his brethren, his fubféquent 
condud fhewed how ‘es oe bin om 
preference. 
 Suppofing, however, the wofld to have 
been unjuft, in’an uncommon degrée, with 
fegard to you, this will not vindicate ma- 
lignity and envy towards a mote pro- 
{fperous competitor. ‘You may accufé the 
world; ‘but what’ réafon have you to beat 
ill-will'to him, who has’ only improved the 
Aavotit which the world ‘thewed him? If, 


by 
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by means that: are, ,unfair,, he; has; nifen,! 
and, to-advance ;himfelf, has ated injue" 
rioufly» by: !you, refentment is-ju‘tifiable.; 
but, if yourcannot accule, him, of any fuch 


_ improper condud, ‘his fuccels.alone..gives 


no fanétion to your envy. You, perhaps, 
preferred the enjoyment of your.eafe, to the | 
ftirs of a bufy, of to the cares of.a thought- 
ful, life. Retired from, the world, and fol- 
Aiagricai your favourite inclinations, you were 
not always .attentive to feize the opportu- 
nities, which offered for doing juftice to 


your character, and improving your fitua- 
tion. Ought you then to complain, if. the 


more aétive and. laborious, have. acquired 
what you were negligent, to gain?, Con- 
fider, that if you. have obtained lefs prefer- 
ment, you have :pofleffed. more indulgence 
and.eafe. Confider, morcover, that ,the 
rival to whom you look, up with repining 
eyes, though more fortunate in, the world, 
may pethaps, on the whole, not be more 
happy than you. We. has. all the. vicifii- 
tudes of the .world before, him. He may 
have much to encounter, much to fuffer, 
from. which» you are. prote@ed by. the 
greater obfcurity of your, ftation.. , Every 

| fituation 
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fituation’ in life has both a bright and a SERM. 
dark fide. Let not your attention dwell id 
only on what is bright on the fide of thofe _ 

you envy, and dark on your own. But, 
bringing into view both fides of your :re- 
{pective conditions, eftimate fairly the fum.. 

of felicity, 

Thus I have. fuggefted feveral confider- 
ations, for evincing the unreafonablenefs of. 
that difquietude which envy raifes in our 
breafts; confiderations, which tend at leaf 
to mitigate and allay the workings of this 
malignant, paffion, and which, in a fober 
mind, ought totally to extinguish it. The 
{cope of the wholehas been to promote, 
in every one, contentment, with his own 
ftate. Many arguments of a different na- 
ture may be employed againft envy ; fome 
taken from its finful and criminal nature; 

_ fome from the mifchiefs to:-which it gives 
rife in the world; others, from:the mifery 
which it produces to him who; nourishes — 
this viper in his bofom. But, undoubtedly, 
the moft efficacious. arguments are fuch 
as fhew, that the circumftances of others, 
compared with” Sur own, afford no ground 
for envy. The miftaken ideas which are 

T2 enter- 
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taity worldly ‘advantages and’ diftinctions, 
form the principal caufe ‘of our repining 
at our own lot, and’envying that of others. 
To things licht in themfelves; our imagi- 
dation hasvadded undue weight. “Did we 
allow refle&tion and‘ wifdom to correét the | 
prejudices which we have imbibed, “and to — 


‘difperfe thofe phantonis of Our own ére- 


ating, the gloom which Ovércalts us would 
gradually vatiith,’ Together with return= 
ing contentment, the fky would clear up, 
arid every obje@ brighten around us. “It 
ig in the fullen and’ datk fhade’ of ‘difcon+ 
tent, that noxious paffions, like venomous 
atiinials, breed and prey upon the heart. ~ 

“Envy is a paffion of fo odious a nature, 
that not only it is ‘concealed as much “as 
poffible’ from the world, but every mar is 
glad to diflemble the appeararices of it to 
his own heart. Hence it is apt to grow 
upon him unperceivéd. - Let him who: is 


defirous to keep his heart chafte atid pure 


from its influence, examine ‘himfelf frilly 


_ on thofe difpofitions which he bears. to4 


wards his profperous neighbours. Doés He 
ever view, with fecret uneafinele, ‘the merit 


of 
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Does: he hear their praifes with unwilling 
ear?» Does he feel an inclination to idepre- 
ciate what he dares not openly blame? 
When .obliged to commend, does his cold 
and aukward approbation infinuate: his be- 
lief of fome unknown: defeéts in the. ap- 
plauded ‘character?. From. fuch fymptoms 
as\thefe he may infer that the difeafe of 
envy is forming; that. the poifonnis .:be- 
ginning to verte ats infeion ,oyex: his 
heartaivts owe) yadatingtinegic 


1s THE caufes that nourifh envy are prin 
cipally.two3,and two which, very frequent, 
ly, operate in conjunction ;, thefe are, pride 
and dndolence.,, ‘The. connexion ,of,,pride 
with envy, is obvious and dire, The, high 


-yalue,wwhich the, proud fet..on their own 


merit, the unreafonable claims which they 
form on the world, and the injuftice which 
they, fuppofe to be done to them, by any 
preference given,-to, others, are perpetual 
fources, - fart, of, .difcontent, . and next. .of 
enyy-,,.. When indolence.is joined to pride, 
the difeafe of the mind-becomes more in- 
weterale and. incurable. Pride. leads. men 
TX to 
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SERM. to claim’ more than they: deferves »Indo~ 


VIIL. 


lence prevents: them from obtaining what: 
they might juftly claim. |» Difappointments 
follow; and fpleen, malignity, and envy, 
rage within them.» »The proud and. indo-: 
lent :are: always envious. ~Wrapt» up. in 
their: own importance, they fit flill; and: 
repine, becaufe others are more profperous 


than. they; while, :with «all their»high 


opinion. of »themfelves, they have: done 
nothing either. to\‘deferve, or to acquire, 
profperity... As, therefore, we value our 
virtue, or our peace, let us guard againft 
thefé. two: evil difpofitions- of mind: ': Let 
us be’ modeft' in our efteem; and » by dili- 
gence. and induftry, ftudy to acquire the 
efteem of others. So*fhall we fhut up the 
avénues ‘that lead to many a bad’ paffion ; 
arid fhall learn,’ in what/oever a ive nes 
therewith to be content. Af Qik Rigs 
J , : ibs did Aes ae 

FINALLY, in order = fubdue envy, let 
us bring often into’ view thofe religious 
confiderations:which regard us particularly 
as Chriftians.’ _Let-us remember how  un+ 


worthy we’ are in’ the fight of God; and 


how ‘much the’ bleflings which each. of us 
| enjoy, 
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senjop, are-beyond what we déferve,: “Let serM 
usnontifh revétence and febmifion toithat- VOT | 
Divine ‘Governitient, ‘which! ‘has’ appointed 
to every orie*fabh a'conditidh in the world 
\asvis fitteft for, him -to poflets. © ‘Bet us tes. 
colle& how oppoijte’ the: Stiritien fpiritts 
* to envy; and what facred ,obligations it 
lays upon us, to walk in loveiand charity 
towards one anothers Indeed, when we 
refle& on the many miferies which abound 
inhuman life; onthe {eanty proportion of. 
happinefs which any man is’here allowed 
to enjoy; on the fmall difference which the —~ 
diverlity of fortune makes on that-fcanty 
proportion; it is furprifing that envy fhould 
ever have been a prevalent paffion among 
men, much more that. it fhouldi have pre- 
vailed: among Chriftians.. Where fo: much 
is fuffered in common, little: room is left 
for envy. There is more oceafion for pity 
and fympathy, and inclination to affift each 
other. » To,;our, own: good endeavours: for 
rectifying our difpofitions, let us not forget 
to add. ferious prayers to the Author: of 
our being, that. he who made the heart of 
man, and knows: all its infirmities, would 
thoroughly purify our hearts from a paffion 
| fo 
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SERM. fo bafe and fo criminal, as envy. Greate 
= , inme, OGod, a clean heart; and TENEW a 
right [pirit within me. Search me,and kuow 
my heart. Try.me, and know my thoughts. 
See if there be any wicked way in me, and 
dead me in We way everlafing *. loo 


* Pf, Ji. 10. Cxxxix. 23, 24. 
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Marttuew, xx. 6. 


a=—Why fland ye here all the day idle? 


i i is an obfervation which naturally oc SERM. 

curs, and has been often made, that all 
the reprefentations of the Chriftian life in 
‘Scripture ate taken from active {eenes ; 
from carrying on a warfare, running a 
race, ftriving to enter in at a ftrait gate; 
and, as in this context, labouring in a vine- 
yard. Hence the conclufion plainly fol- 
lows, that various active duties are required 
of the Chriftian; and that floth and in- 
dolence are inconfiftent with his hope of 
heaven. 

But it has been fometimes fappofed) that 
induftry, as far as it is matter of duty, re= 

Vou, III. M gards 
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igards’ day’ fptiitual coneerns' din employ 


ae ae only; and that © one ‘might be very 
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who was s very idle as’a 


ti H ed denominations 






he perfediion of religion We 5 to be foundin 


thofe monattic-retreats where’ ati Po . 


function of civil. life was totally excluded, 
sand the whole time of mew filled up with 


res 


exercifes of devotion: Theyswho hold fueh 


fepinions proceed on the fuppofition; that 
_ religion. has \little or no ‘contern with the 


ordinary affairs of the world 5 that its: du- 
‘ties ftand apart by’themfelves, and mingle 


» not. inthe intercourfe which ‘men have 
, with one another. The'/perfe& Chriftian 
_wasimagined to live a fort of angelic: life, 
_fequeftered from the’ bufinefs or pleafures 


cof this’ contemptible, ftate. The gofpel, 


-\.on, the contrary, reprefents the religion of 


» Chrift, as inténded for'the benefitof human 
\sfociety. | Tt aflumes: men’ as engaged in'the 


bufinefs of: ative life;:and direéts its ex- 


; . ° hg ‘ 
Jhortations, accordingly,’ to all ranks and 
; ftations ; to the magiftrate and the fubje@, 


. to, the mafter and ee fervant, to the’rich 
“andthe poor, ito them that buy.and them 
& Rett: o FP : : ? ‘that 
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that fell, them that x/2 and them that abufe 


the world. Some duties, indeed, require 
privacy and retreat. But the moft import- 
ant muft'be performed | it the midft of the 
world, where we are commanded to /bine 
as lights, and by our good works to glorify 
our Father which is in heaven. This world, 
as the context reprefents it, is'God’s vite. 
yard, where each of us has. a tafk affigned 


him to perform. . In every ftation, and at - 


every period of life labour is required. At 
the third, the fixth, or the eleventh hour, 
‘we are commanded to work, if we would 
‘not incur, from the great Lord of the vine- 
yard, this reproof, Why fland ye bere all the 

‘day idle? We may, I confefs, be ‘bufy 
about many things, and yet» be found: ne- 
_ gligent of the One thing needful. We may 
be very active, and, withal, very ill employ- 

ed. But though a perfon may be induf- 

‘trious without being religious, I. muft at 
the fame time admonifh you that no man 
can be idle without being finful. This I 
fhall endeavour to fhew in the fequel of the 
difcourfe; wherein I purpofe to reprove a 
vice which is too common among all ranks 
of men, Superiors admonifh their infe- 
M 2 rigors, 
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. tiors, and parents tell their children, that 


idlenefs i is the mother of every fin; while, 
in their own. practice, they often fet the 
example of what. they reprobate feverely 
in others. I fhall fludy to. fhew,, that the 
idle man is, .in every view, | both foolith 
and ‘criminal ; that , he neither lives to 
God ;. nor lives to the world ; nor lives to 
himlelf, ben tl 


at Hz lives not to God. The great and 
wife Creator certainly does nothing in vain. 
A {mall meafure of reflection might con- 
vince every one, that for fome ufeful pur- 
pofe he was fent into the world. The na- 
ture of man bears no mark of infignificancy, 
or neglect. He is placed at the head of 
all things here below. He is furnifhed 
with a great preparation of faculties and 
powers. He is enlightened by reafon with 
‘many important difcoveries; even taught 
by revelation to confider himfelf as Bese 
‘ed, by the death of Chrift, from mifery ; 
‘and intended to rife, by gradual advances, 
‘to a fiill higher rank in the univerfe of 


‘God. In fuch a fituation, thus diftin- 
guthed, thus favoured ' and aflifted by his 


4 Creator, 
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Creator, can he hope to be forgiven, if he sk RM. 


aim at no improvement, if he*parfue no 


ufeful defign, live for no other purpofe’ 


but to indulge in floth, ‘confume the fruits 
of the earth, and to’ fetid his days in a 


dream of ‘wanity ? -Exiftence’ is a facred 
' truft; and he who thus mifemploys and 


{quanders it away, is treacherous to its Au+ 
thor.—Look around you, and: you will 
behold the whole univerfe full of active 





powers. Adion is, to {peak fo, the genius 


of nature. By motion and exertion, the 
fyftem of being is preferved in vigour.. By 
its different parts always acting in fubordi- 
nation one to another, the perfeétion of the 
whole is carried on. The heavenly bodies 
perpetually revolve. Day and night incef- 
fantly repeat their appointed courfe. Con- 
tinual operations are going on in the earth, 


and in the waters. Nothing ftands fill, | 


All is alive and ftirring throughout the 
univerfe.—In the midft of this animated 
and bufy fcene is man alone to remain 
idle in his place? Belongs it to him, to be 
the fole inaétive and flothful being i inthe 
creation when he has fo much allotted him 
- to do; when in fo many various’ ways 


M 3 he 
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Borg > hes might, improve his own nature; “might 
sae advance the. glory. of the God who made. 
him ; and contribute his pat, to the generat : 

| gabee rae Vs . 
“Hardly, is pees any feeling of the hue. 
man heart more natural, or more univer- mn 
fal, than that of our ‘being 2 accountable to 
God. It is what the moft profligate can 
never. totally erafe. Almoft all nations have 
agréed in the belief, that there is to come 
fome, period when the. Almighty will act 
as the, Judge of his creatures. Prefenti-, 
ments of this work in every breaft. Con- 
{cience has already erected a, tribunal, on 
which it anticipates the fentence which’ at 
that, period thall be pafled., Before this tri- 

. bunal let. us fometimes place ourfelves in 
ferious thought, and confider what account 
we are prepared to give of our conduct to 
Him who made.us.__ ‘* I placed you, ” the 
great Judge may; then be fuppofed to fay, 
‘“ima ftation where you had many occa- 
* fions for action, and many opportunities 

“ of improvement. ,. You were taught, and 
you knew your duty. Throughout a 
“ courfe of years I continued your life, I 

* fyrrounded you with friends to whom 


66 you 
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* you-might be ufeful.. I.gave,you health, SERM 


“ eafe, leifure and various advantages of 
“ fituation. — Where are. the fruits of 





bi? thofe. talents which you poflefled? ‘What 
“good haye y you.< done with them to your- ' 


= ‘ felves ? > What E good t to others? How have 
“ you filled “up your place, or anfwered 

“ your. “deftination in the world? Pro- 
ce ‘duce for e evidence, of SOUE hot having 
“ exifted Recast: in vain.” Let fuch 
as ‘are. now mere blanks in tha ‘world, and: 
2 burthen. to ‘the earth, think what anfwer 
Be will give to thofe awh pis Aga a 





IL ‘Tus idle live not to the world, age 
their. fellow-creatures’ around - ‘them, any 
more than they do to God. Had any man 
a] title to ftand alone, and to be independ- 
ent of his fellows, he might then confider 
himfelf as at liberty to indulge in folitary 
eafe and floth, without being ref{ponfible 
to others for the manner in which -he 
chofe to live. - But, on the face. of the 

earth, there is no fuch perfon, from the 
king on his throne, to the beggar in his 
cottage. “We are all connected with. one 
another by 1 various relations; ae which create 
M a BoP Ghee thain 


7) 
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SERM.,, a,chain of mutual .dependence, reaching 
ee ie from the higheft to the loweft flation in 
Mihai fociety. The order and happinefs of the 
world cannot be maintained, without. per- 

petual circulation of active) duties and of- 

fices, which, all are called, upon to perform 

in their turn, Superiors are no more-inde- 
pendent of their ‘inferiors, than thefe infe- 

tiors are of. them. . -Each. have demands 

and claims “pon. the other; and he, wha 

in any fituation of life refufes to a his 

part, and to. contribute, -his fhare to the 
general flock. of felicity, . deferves to be’ 
proferibed from fociety as an unworthy. 
member. Jf any man will not work, fays 

the Apoftle Paul, neither /bould he cat*. ME 

he will do nothing to advance the purpofes 

of fociety, he has no, title ta puny the ad~ 
vantages of it. : 3 AS? 

At is fometimes Rinnai ‘Bat induftry, 

and diligence are duties required of the. 

poor alone, and that riches confer, the pri- 

vilege of being idle. This is fo far from 

being juftified by reafon, /how often foever,. 

it may obtain in fa&, that the higher one 

is raifed .in, the world, his obligation to be. 
#2 Theta iguch ably ad 4 To 

| ufeful 
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side 


ufeful -is* proportionably increafed. | © The SERM, 


claims’ ‘upon him from various quarters 
multiply. The fphere of his active duti¢s 


widens on every hand.” Even fuppoling 


him exempted from exertitig-himfelf in be- 


half of ‘his ‘inferiors, fuppofing the relation 
between’ fuperiors and inferiors abolifhed, 
the relation ainong equals muft fill fubifift, 


If there be no man, however high in rank, 
who’ ftands fot frequently in’ need of the 


good offices of his friends, does he think 
that he owes nothing to them in return? > 
Can ‘he fold his arms in felfifh’ indolence, 


: 


and expeat to be ferved by ‘others, if he 


will not exert himfelf in doing” fervice to 
Were’ there no other call “to in- 





any ?— 
aatiey? ‘but the relation in which every one 


ftands to his own family, the remembrance _ 


of this alone fhould make the man of idle- 
nefs bluth. » Pretends he to love thofe with 


whom ‘he is conneéted by the deareft ties, . 


and yet will he’ not beftir himfelf for their 


gindance, their fupport, or their advance< 


ment’ in the world? How immoral, ant 
cruel, is the part he adts, who flumbers in 
fenfual eafe, while the wants and demands 


e a helplefg family cry alond, but ery in | 


yain, 
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vail; for his vigorous exertions? Is this 4.’ 
hufband, is this.a father, that deferves.to 
be. honoured with thofe facred names, 
How many voices will be lifted up againft.. 
him at the laft:day !. Let fuch perfons: re- 
member the awful words in Seripture,and.. 
tremble. Itis written in the,,Firft, Epiftle. 
to Timothy, the fifth. chapter and, eighth 
verfe, J any provide, not for bis own, and 
Specially for thgfe of his. own hottfes, be, hath, 
denied the FRB, and is: spite than. an itx.. 

ith Tur idle man” eta ‘apt a sphimfel 
saith any: more advantage than: he lives to, 
the world. It is, indeed, on. _a\fuppofition, 
entirely. oppofite, that perfons, of . this . cha, 
racter -proceed, .), They imagine: that, how: 
deficient foever they may. be, in. pointy. of, 
duty, they atleaft confult. their own; Aatif,. 
faQion. They leave to others the drudgery, 
of life; and betake themfelves, as they: 
think, to. the quarter , of enjoyment. and, 
eafe. Now, in. contradiétion to this, I 
affert, and hope to prove, that the idle man, 
firft, thuts the, door againft. all improve- 
ment; next, that he opens it wide to every. 

: eae 


On. Idlene/se, 


deftructive : folly 5 and, daftly, ‘that, he ex: 


cludes -himfelf from the true enjoyment,of, 


aia PIE GET, CMBR OA 


Bash te 


re BRAD Hea sstihcs, the) door aisseatte im=.. 


provement: of every kind, whether. of mindj: 
body’ or fortune. The law of our nature,: 
the ‘condition under which ‘we are: placed” 
from our ‘birth, is, that nothing good «or. 


great is tobe acquired without toil and) 


indufiry.» A prices. appointed by Provie: 
dence tobe paid for. every thing’; andthe: 
price of improvement is labour. Induftry. 
may, indeed; be»fometimes  difappointed.. 
The race may: not be always 2a the fwift;. 
nor the battle. to the ftrong. . But, atthe. 
fame time. it; isi-certain that, in the-ordi-;: 
nary courfe of things,’ without »ftrength,. 


the battle cannot be gained; without {wift-, 
nefs, the race cannot. be run with fuccefs. 


In all labour, fays the wife man, there is: 
profit; but the foul of the fluggard defirethy 
and hath nothing *. If we confult either: 
the improvement of the mind, or the health» 
ofthe body, it is well known that exercife; 


is- ube gteat inftrument of promoting both. : 


* ea Klv. 235 Xille 4o 
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SERM, Sloth enfeebles equally the bodily and the’ 
IX. mental’ powers. Asin the animal fyftem’ 
it engenders difeafe, fo on the faculties of 
the foul it brings a fatal ruft, which cor- 
rodes and waftes them; which, in a fhort 
time, reduces the brighteft genius to the’ 
fame level with the meaneft underftanding. 
The’ great differences which take place 
among mén; ate not owing to a diftinaion, 
that. nature has made in their original 
powers, fo much as to’ the fuperior dili- 
gence with which fome have improved 
thefe powers beyond others,° To no pure 
pofé do we poffefs the feeds of many great 
abilities, if they aré fuffered to lie dormant 
within us. It is not the latent poffeffion, 
but the adtive exertion of them, which 
gives them merit.’ Thoufands whom indo= 
lence has funk into contemptible obfeurity, 
might have come forward to the higheft dif- 
tinction, if idlenefs had not papers a the 
effect of all their powers. . 
Inftead of going on to improvement, a 
things’ go to decline with the idle man, 
His: chara€ter falls into contempt. His 
fortune is confumed. Diforder, confufion; 
and embarraffment, mark his, whole fitua- 
tion, 
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tion. Obferve in what lively colours the SERM. 


{tate of his affairs i is defcribed by Solomon. 
1 went by the field of the flothful, and by the 
vineyard of the man void of underftanding: 
and lo! it was all grown, over with. thorns ; 


and nettles had covered the face thereof :. and. 


the ftone wall thereof. was. broken. down. 
Then I faw and confidered it well; I looked 
upon it, and received inftruétion*.. In the 
midft, too, of thofe diftrefles which idle- 
nefs brings on its votaries, they muft fub- 
mit to innumerable mortifications, which. 
never fail to attend their fhameful condud. 
They muft reckon. on feeing themfelves 
contemned by the virtuous and wife, and 
flighted by the thriving part of mankind. 
They muft expect. to: be. left:behind by 
every competitor for rank or fortune... They. 
will be obliged to humble themfelves be- 
fore perfons, now far their fuperiors. in the 
world, whom, once, they would have dif- 
dained to acknowledge as their equals. 





It is in this manner that. a. man lives to | 


himfelf? Are thefe the advantages which 
-were expected to be found in ‘the lap of 
eafe? The down may at firft have appeared 


* Prov, xxiv. 30, 31, 32. 


foft: 
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sperm, foft: But it will foon. be found to cover — 


thorns innumerable. How, long qwilt thou 
fleep, O fluggard? When wilt thow arife out 
of thy fleep? - Yet a tittle fleep, yet. a tittle 
jumber, alittle folding of the hands to fleep. 
So /fhall thy poverty comée.as one that travel- 


leth > and thy want as an armed man*.——> 
But this is: only afmall part; of ‘the evils 


ewhich perfons of this. de{cription beng: on 


elyerre : 


ies the fexond lati pt ie in eihces mans 


ner: they. fhut.the door againft. every .im- 
sprovement, they. open it. wide to: the moft 
_jdeftruCtive..vices ,.and. follies... The. -hu- 


‘man. mind.cannot;remain always unem- 


ployed. . Its paffions, muft, have fome,,ex- 
-ercife.. If.we fupply them not with: proper 
employment, they are fure. to .run Joofe 


into riot.and> diforder. ., While we are un- 
occupied. by what-is good, evil is continu- 


5 ally: atyhand; and, hence,.it is faid in. Scrip- 


ture, that.as foon. as Satan found the houfe 
empty, he took poffeffion, and filled it with 


. evil fpirits ¥.. Every man who recolle&s 
his, conduct, may. be. fatisfied,. that, his 


me RTOW, KNIN. S85 Bae é + Matt. it a 
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hours of idlenefs “have alwaysiprovéd the SERM, 
‘hours ‘moft dangerous to virtue. “It was Bec . 
‘then that criminal defires’ atofe y “guilty 
purfuits were fuggefted ; and dagaae were 
formed, which; in their iffue,"have dif- - 
quieted’and embittered his whole ‘life. © If 
feafons of idlenéfs be dangetous, What mutt 
a continued habit of it prove? Habitual 
‘indolence;'by a‘filent and fecret progrefs, 
undermines every virtue in the foul.’ More 
violent paflions run their courfe, and ‘ter- 
“‘ginate. They are like rapid torrents, which 
‘foam, and fweil, and bear down’ every 
thing before them. But after having ovér- 
‘flowed their banks, their impetuofity fub- 
fides. They return, by degrees, into their 
‘natural channel; and the damage which 
‘they have done’can be repaired. Sloth ‘is 
‘Tike the flowly-flowing, putrid ftream, 
which ftagnates in the marth, breeds veno- 
“mous animals, and’ poifonous plants; and 
‘infe&ts with peftilential vapours the whole 
country round it, Having once tainted 
the foul it leaves no part of it found; and, 
-at the fame time gives not thofe alarms to 
~confcience, which the eruptions of bolder 
and fiercer emotions often occafion. ‘The 
" 6+ | dileale= = 
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difeafe which it brings on, is creeping and 
infidious ;. and is, on that account, more 
certainly mortal, 

One conftant effec of idlenefs i is, to nous 


- tith the paffions, and, of courfe, to heighten 


our demands for gratification; while it 
unhappily withdraws from us the proper 
means of gratifying thefe demands. If the 
defires of the induftrious man be fet upon 
opulence or rank, upon the conveniences 
or the fplendour of life, he can accomplith 


his defires by methods which are fair and 
allowable. The idle man has the fame de= 


fires with the induftrious, but not the fame 
refources for compafling his ends by ho- 
nourable means. He muft therefore. turn 


 himfelf to feek by fraud; or by violence, 


-what he cannot fubmit to acquire by ins 
duftry. Hence the origin of thofe multi- 


plied crimes to which idlenefs is daily giv- 
ing birth in the world; and which con- 
tribute fo much to violate the order, and 
to difturb the peace of fociety.—In gene- 
ral the children ‘of idlenefs may be rank- 
ed under two denominations or claffes of 


men; both of whom may, too juftly, be 


termed, The children of the devil. Either, 
incapable 
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incapable of any effort, they are fuch as fink SERM. 
into abfolute.meannefs of character, and exe 


contentedly. wallow with the drunkard and 
_debauchee, among the herd of the fenfual ; 
until poverty overtake them, or difeafe ae 
them off: Or they are fuch: as, retaining 
fome remains of vigour, are impelled, by 
their paffions, to venture on a defperate at~ 
tempt for retrieving their ruined fortunes. 
In this*cafe, they employ the art of the 
fraudulent gamefter to enfnare the» un- 
wary. They iffue forth with the high- 
wayman. to plunder on the road; or with 
the thief and the robber, they. +aeR ‘the 
city by night. From this'clafs, our’prifons 
are peopled ; and by them the fcaffold is 
furnifhed with thofe melancholy admoni-~ 
tions, which are fo often delivered from it 
~ to the crowd. ‘Such are frequently the tra- 
gical, but. well-known confequences of the 
vice egal a I now warn ot lpan | 


ane the third, and laft aca how dan- 
gerous foever idiaheth ‘may be to virtue, 
are there not pleafures, it may be faid, 


which attend it? is there not ground to. 


plead, that it brings a releafe from the op-~ 
- Mor, ILL, N preflive 


- 178 
SERM. 
= 


‘On Talene/s. 


preffive cares of the world ; and foothes the 


‘mind with a gentle fatisfaction, which is 
‘not to be found amidft the toils of a bufy 


and aétive life? This is an advantage 
which, leaft of all others, we admit it to 
poffefs. In behalf of inceflant labour, no 
man contends. (Occafional releafe from toil, 
and indulgence te eafe is what nature de- 





‘mands, and virtue allows. But what we 


‘affert is, that nothing is fo great an enemy 
to the lively and {pirited enjoyment of life, 
as a relaxed and indolent habit of mind. 


He who knows not what it is to labour, 


knows not what it is to enjoy. The feli- 
city of human life.depends on the regular 


profecution of fome laudable purpofe or 
‘object, which keeps awake and enlivens all 


our powers, Our happinefs confifts in the 


-‘purfuit, much more than in the attainment, 


‘of any temporal good. Reft is agreeable ; 
but it is only from preceding labours that 
reft acquires its true relifh, When the 


‘mind is fuffered to remain in continued 


inaction, all its powers decay. It foon lan- 
guifhes and fickens; and the pleafures 
which it propofed to obtain from reft, end 
in tedioufnefs and infipidity. To this, let 

that 
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that miferable fet of men bear witnefs, SERM. 


who, after {pending great part of their life 
in active induftry, have retired to what 
_ they fancied was to be a pleafing enjoy- 
ment of therofelves in wealthy inacti- 
_vity, and profound repofe. Where they 
expected to find an elyfium, they have 
found nothing but a.dreary and .com- 


fortlefs wafte. Their days have dragged | 


on, in uniform languor; with the melan- 
choly remembrance often returning, of the 
cheerful hours they paffed, when they were 
engaged in the honeft bufinefs and labours 
of the world. 

We appeal to every one who has the leaft 
knowledge or obfervation of life, whether 
the. bufy, or the idle, have the moft agree- 
able enjoyment of themfelves? . Compare 
them in their families. Compare them 
in their focieties with which they mingle; 
and remark, which of them difcover moft 


cheerfulnefs and gaiety ; which poflefs the ~ 


-moft regular flow of fpirits; whofe temper 
is moft equal; whofe good humour moft 
unclouded. While the aGtive and diligent 
both enliven and enjoy fociety, the idle 
are not only a burden to themfelves, but a 

N 2 burden 
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burden to thofe with whom they are con- 
neéted ; a nuifance to all whom they op- 
prefs witht their company. On whom ‘does 
time hang’ fo heavy, as on the flothful and 
lazy? To whom are the hours fo linger- 
ing? “Who are fo often devoured with 


fpleen, are obliged to fly to every expédi- 


ent which can help them to get rid of 
themfelves? Inftead of producing tranquil- 
lity, indolence produces ‘a fretful reftlefl- 
nefs of mind; gives rife to cravings which 
are never fatisfied; nourifhes a fickly effe- 
minate delicacy, which fours and corrupts 
every pleafure. | 


Enoucu has now been faid to convince 
every thinking perfon,; of the folly, the 
guilt, and the Peary of an idle flate. “Let 
thefe admonitions ftir us up, to exert’ our- 
felves in our different occupations, with 
that virtuous activity which becomes men 
and Chriftians. Let us arife from the bed 
of floth ; diftribute our time with attention 
and care; and improve to advantage the 
opportunities which Providence has beftow- 
ed. The material bufinefs in which our 
feveral ftations engage us, may often prove 

not 
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not fufficient to occupy the whole of our SERM. 


time and attention. In. the life even of 
bufy men, there are frequent: intervals of 


leifure.. Let. them take care, that into 


thefe, none of the vices of idlenefs creep. 
Let fome fecondary, fome fubfidiary em- 
ployment, of fair and laudable kind, be 
always at hand to fill up thofe vacant {paces 
of life, which too many aflign, either to 
corrupting amufements, or to mere inac- 


tion. . We ought never to forget, that en- 


tire idlenefs always borders either cn mi- 
fery or on guilt. 


At the fame time, let the courfe of our 
employments be ordered in fuch a manner, 
that in carrying them on, we may be alfo 
promoting our eternal intereft. With the 
bufinefs of the world, let us properly in- 
termix the exercifes of devotion. By reli- 
gious duties and virtuous actions,, let us 
Study to prepare ourfelves for a better world. 
in the midft of our labours for this life, it is 
never to be ‘forgotten, that we mutt fix 
seek the hingdom of God, and bis righteouf- 
nefs; and give diligence to make our calling and 
election Jure. Otherwife, how active foever 
hao? N 3 we 
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SERM. we may feem to be, our whole activity will 
ie] ee , prove only a laborious idlenefs: We hall 
appear, in the end, to have been bufy to no 
purpofe, or to a purpofe worfe than none, 

Then only we fulfil the proper character of 
Chriftians, when we join that pious zeal 

which becomes us as the fervants of God, 

with that induftry which is required of us, 

as good members of fociety; when, ac- 
cording to the exhortation of the Apoftle, 

we are found xot /lothful in bufinefs, and at 

the fame time, fervent in /pirit, ferving the 

Lore o 
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SERMON xX, 


On the SENSE of the DivINE PRESENCE. 





PsALM Ixxili. 23. 





Tam continually with thee—— 


E live in a world which is full of the SERM. 
Divine prefence and power. We be- _*_ 
hold every where around us the traces of 
that fupreme goodnefs which enlivens and 
fupports the univerfe. Day uttereth /peech 
of it to day; and night fheweth knowledge of 
it to night. Yet, furrounded as we are with 
the perfections of God, meeting him where- 
ever we go, and called upon by a thoufand 
objects, to confefs his prefence, it is both the 
misfortune and the crime of a great part 
of mankind that they are ftrangers to Him, 
in whofe world they dwell. Occupied: with 
N 4 nothing 
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nothing but their purfuits of intereft and 
pleafure, they pafs through this world, as 
though God were not there. The virtu- 
eus and reflefting are-particularly diftin- 
guifhed from the giddy and diflolute, by 
that habitual fenfe of the Divine prefence 
which charaéterifes the former. To them 
nothing appears void of God.’ They con- 
template his perfections in the works of 
nature; and they trace his Providence in 
the incidents of life. When retired from 
the world, he often employs their medita- 
tion. When engaged in aétion, he always 
influences their condu&t.. Wherever a pious 
mian is, or whatever he does, in the ftyle of 
the text, he is continually with God. 

The happy effe& of this fentiment on 
the heart, is’ fully difplayed'in the context. 


We fee'it allaying all the difquiet which 


the Pfalmift, in the preceding verfes de- 
fcribes himfelf to have fuffered on account 
of the profperity of the wicked. “The firft 
reflection which reftored tranquillity to his 
mind, was the remembrance of the pre- 
fence of God. Neverthele/s, IT am continu- 
ally with thee ; thou haft holden me by my 
right hand. He became. fenfible, that what- 

ever 
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ever diftrefles the righteous might fuffer SERM. 


for a time, they could-not fail of, being 
compenfated in the end, by that-Almighty 
Protector, whofe propitious prefence ever 
continued to furround them. Whereupon 


follow thofe memorable expreflions of his. 


truft.and joy in God. Thou /halt guide me. 


with thy counfel; and afterwards receive me. 


to glory. Whom have Lin heaven but thee? 


and there is none upon earth I defire befides - 


thee. 3 


THERE are principally two effects, which 
the fenfe of the Divine prefence is fitted to 
“produce upon men. One is, to: reftrain 


them from vice; the other, to encourage : 


their virtue. Its operation, as a check up- 


x. 
—poed 


on the finner, is obvious. The perpetual » - 


prefence of fo powerful and venerable a 
witnefls, is one of the moft awful confider- . 
ations which can be addrefled to the dif » 


folute. It removes all the fecurity which | 
fecrecy can be fuppofed to give to crimes. - 


It aggravates the guilt of them, from. be- 
ing committed in face of the.Almighty ; 
and has power to firike terror. into the 


heart of the greateft criminal,.in the midft 
ip of 
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of his mifdeeds. While this principle of 
religion thus checks and terrifies the fin- 
ner, it produces alfo another effect, that of 
ftrengthening, and comforting the good 
man, in the praCtice of his duty. It is the 
influence of the Divine. prefence on. good 
men which, in confequence of the Pfalmift’s 
fentiment, I purpofe to confider. To their 
character it belongs to be continually with 
Ged. 1 fhall endeavour to fhew the high 
benefit and comfort which they derive from 
fuch a habit of mind; and fhall, for this 


end, firft confider their internal moral ftate; 
and next, view them as they are affected by 
feveral of the external accidents and fitua- 


tions of life. 


Ler us begin with confidering them in 
their internal flate. The belief of Divine 
prefence acts upon them here, firft, as an 


incitement to virtue. The prefence of one 


whom we highly efteem and revere, of a 
fovereign, for inftance, a father, or a friend, 
whofe approbation we are folicitous to gain, 
is always found to exalt the powers of men, — 
to refine and improve their behaviour. 
Hence, it has been given as'a rule by an- 

cient 
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cient moralifts, that, in order to excel in SERM. 


virtue,; we fhould propound to ourfelves 
fome perfon of eminent and diftinguithed 
worth; and fhould accuftom ourfelves to 
_ a&, as if he were ftanding by, and behold- 
ing us. To the efteem and approbation of 
their fellow-creatures, none are infenfible. 


There are few who, in the confpicuous 


parts of their life, when they know. the 
eyes of the public to be fixed on. them, 
act not their part with propriety and de- 
corum. But what is the obfervation of the 
public; what is the prefence of the greateft 
or wifeft men on earth, to that prefence of 
the Divinity which conftantly furrounds 
us? The man who realizes to his mind 
this auguft prefence, feels a conftant incen- 
‘tive for acquitting himfelf with dignity. 
‘He views himfelf as placed on an. illuf- 
trious theatre. To have the Almighty for 
‘the fpetator and witnefs of his condua, 
is more to him than if the whole world 
were affembled to obferve him. Men judge 
often falfely, always imperfeAly, of what 
paffes before them.. They are impofed on 
by fpecious appearances; and the artful 


carty away the praife which is due to the, 


deferving. 


b 
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deferving: Even fuppofing them ‘to judge 
fairly, we may’ want the opportunity of 
doing juftice to our character, by any pro- 
per difplay of it in the fight of the world. 
Our fituation may bury in obfcurity thofe- 
talents and virtues which were entitled’ to 
command: the’ higheft efteem. But he, in 
whofe prefence the good man ads, is both 
an impartial, and an unerring, judge of 
worth. No fallacious appearances impofe 
on him. No fecret virtue is ‘hidden from 
him. He is attentive equally to the means 
eft and the greateft; and his approbation 
confers eternal rewards.: ‘The man there- 
fore, who ets the Lord always before him, 
is, prompted to excel in virtue: by motives. 
which are peculiar to himfelf, and which 
engage, on the fide of duty, both honour 
and intereft... 7 have hept thy precepts and 
thy teftimonies ; fr all i we waginaada refine 
thee * 


. SUPPOSING, however, his virtuous .en- 
deavours to,.be faithful, many. imperfec- . 
tions will attend them. A faultlefs tenor 
of unblemifhed life is, beyond the reach of 

* Pfalm cxix, 168. 
man. 
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man. Paflions will fometimes overcome SERM. 


. e e@ ‘ e . \ 
him ; and) ambition or intereft, in. an un- 


guarded. hour,|»will turn him: afide into 


evil. .,Hence) he-will be afhamed of him- . 


felf, and difquieted by a fenfe of guilt and’ 


folly. -In.this flate, to. which we.are often 
reducedjby the weaknefs of human. nature, 
the belief of God’s:continual prefence brings 


relief to the ‘hearts: It: a€ted before as an: 
, animating principle. It now aéts’as a'pfin=. 


X. 
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* ciple cof comforts: Inv the midft: of many | 


imperfections, \a’ virtuous) man appeals to 
his»Divine ‘witnefs,:for the fincerity of his 
intentions..: He: can.appeal ‘to: him who’ 


knows his frame, that, in the general train 
of his vs ana itis so one to: aA ue 

law of God. A 
‘Mere’ law; dustbin men, °18 sigid and 
inflexible.” As “no human law-giver cat 
look into the hearts of his. fubjects, he 
cannot, even though he were ever pre- 
fent with them, ‘eftimate their character 
‘exadtly. He can make no allowance for 
particular’ fituations. He muft prefcribe 
the fame terms to all whom he rules; and 
treat all alike, according to their wat iad 
ations. But every minute diverfity of 
character, 


go 
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x. 
Reymond 


to God. It is not only’ from what his fer- 
vants do, but from what they feek:to do, 
that he forms. his judgment of them. He 
attends to all thofe circumftances which 
render the trial of their virtue, atiany time, 


peculiarly hard. He hears the whifper of 


devotion as it rifes in the foul.’ He beholds 
the tear of contrition which falls im fecret. 


He fees the good intention dtruggling’ in. 


its birth; and purfues it, :invits progrefs, 
through thofe various obftacles-which may . 
prevent it from ripening into a€tion. Good 
men, therefore, in their moft humbled and 
dejected ftate, draw fome confolation from 
his knowledge of their heart.» Though they 


'> may fometimes have erred from the right 


> 


path, they can-look up to him who is ever 
with.them, and fay, as an apoftle, who had . 
grievoufly offended, once faid' to his great 
Mafter, Lord, thou knoweft all pins thou 
ray that Ilove thee*. 

Appealing: thus to their omiiifcientowit. 
nefs, they are naturally foothed and encou- 
raged by the hope of his clemency. At 
the fame time, it is the peculiar advantage 


® John, xxi. 17. 


of 
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of this fentiment of the Divine prefence, SER M. 
that it prevents fuch hope from flattering , = : 
them too much, or rifing into undue pre- 
fumption. For while it encourages, it tends 

_ alfo to humble,‘a pious man. If it encou- — 
rage him, by the refleGion on all his good 
difpofitions being known and attended to 
by God, it humbles him, by the remem- 
brance, that bis Jecret fins alfo:are ever in 
the light of the Divine countenance. So that, 
“by dwelling under the fenfe of God being 
continually with- us, we keep alive the 
proper temper of a Chriitian in the foul; © 
humility, without deje@tion ; fear, mingled 
‘with hopes We are cheered, without being 
lifted°up. We feel ourfelves obnoxious to 
the -all-obferving eye: of juftice; but,are 
comforted with the thoughts of that mercy 
which, through Jefus Chrift, the difcerner 

‘ -of all Hearts, holds forth to the fincere and 
penitent. Such are the bleffed effefts which 
this principle of religion produces upon the 
inward moral ftate of a good man. Let 
-us now, 


-. In the fecond place, confider his exter- 
nal circumftances ; and examine the in- 
13 fluence 


‘ 
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fluerice which the fame principle has upon 
his happinefs, in, feucual different raations 
of life... . 


a 
/ 


- us poi ks view hae in ac the “ic 
calls. profperity; 3. when. his circumftances 
are-eafy. or affluent, and his life flows in a 
fmooth untroubled ftream.... Here, it might 
be thought, that,.a fenfe of the. Divine -pre- 
fence could, operate.upom him only, or 
chiefly, for promoting’ temperance, and re+ 
ftraining the diforders. incident to a.profpe- 
rous ftate. . Valuable effects, indeed,. thefe 
are;,and mott, conducive to the.true enjoy- 


ment of all that..is.agreeable in. life. But 


though. it, doubtlefs, does exert this:falu- 
tary influence,, yet, it {tops not. there... It 
not -only. preferves. the,,virtue, of a good 
man amidft the temptations of pleafure, but 
it. gives to his profperity a fecurity,; and a 
peculiar relith, which to others isunknown, 
He who is without.a.fenfe of God upon 
his mind, beholds in human affairs nothing 
but a perpetual fluctuation, and viciffitude 
of events. He is furrounded with unknown 


’ caufes, which may be working his deftruc- 


tion in fecret. He cannot avoid perceiving 
9 that 
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that there hangs over him the irrefiftible SERM. 
arm of that Providence, whofe difpleafure —*_, 


he has done nothing to ftay or avert. But 
he who, in the day of profperity, dwells 
with God, is delivered from thofe difquiet- 
ing alarms: He’ dwells as ,with a’ friend 
and protector, from whom he conceives his 
bleflings to proceed. He-can appeal to him 
for the thankfulnefs with which he receives 


them; and for his endeavours to employ | 


them well. He trufts that the God whom 
he ferves will not forfake him; that the 
goodnefs which he has already experienced, 
will continue to blefs him; and though he 
believes himfelf not exempted rere the 
_ changes of the world; yet, in the midft of 
thefe, he has ground to hope, that fources 
of comfort and happinels fhall always be 
~ left open to him. 


Moreover, the pleafures of life, while ' 


they laft, are unfpeakably heightened by 
the prefence of that benefaétor who beftows 
them: The pleafing emotion of gratitude 
to the giver, mingles with the enjoyment 
of the gift. While to the mere worldly 
man, the whole frame. of nature’ is only 
‘a-vaft irregular fabric; and the courfe of 
Vou. Il. O human 


8 ERM, 
oats via 4 


+ 
4 on ' 


Ramee: ame ened 


On the. Senfe of the Divine Prefence. 


human, affairs no more than a confufed fuc- 
ceffion of fortuitous events ;; all nature is 
beautified, and every agreeable incident is 
enlived to. him, who beholds Godin ail 
things. Hence, arife a variety of pleafing 


fenfations, to fill up'thofe folitary hours, in 


which external profperity fupplies him with 
no ;entertainment, :In the fmiling fcenes 
of nature, he contemplates the. benignity 
of: its author....In, its fublime :obje&ts he 
admires his majefty. » In-its awful and ter- 
rible ones, he, adores his power. He dwells 
in. this world.as.ini. a magnificent temple ; 
which, is fall of the glory ofits founder; 
and every where views nature. Offering ‘up 
its incenfe‘to him, from a thoufand altars. 
Such ideas exalt, and, ennoble the human 
mind; and) reflect an additional luftre on 
the ii of popeiial 3 é : 

pies she ser verti let us next. Gite to 
the afflicted. condition of a good. man.~ For 
as, profperity. may, affliction certainly;will, 
at.one time or other, be his lot. /Jt-enters 
into, the appointed trial of his virtue; ‘and, 


in-one' degree or other, is the doom of all. 
‘Here we thall had ¥ yarious fituations occur, 


in 
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in, which no relief is equal to what a vir- SERM. 
tuous, and holy : man derives from a fenfe of ges ; 
the perpetual. prefence of God, : 
ds he, for inftance, thrown into an,ob- 

fcure condition in the world, without friends 
_ to affift.him, or any to regard and confider 
his eftate?_ He enjoys the fatisfa@ion of 
thinking, that though he may be neglected 
_by-men, he is not forgotten of God. In- 
confiderable as he is in himfelf, he knows, 
that he will not be overlooked by the Al- 
mighty, amidft the infinite variety of be- 
ing, or loft in the immenfity of his works. 
The poor man can, with as much encou- 
ragement as the rich or great, lift up his 
eyes to heaven, and fay, Neverthele/s, O Lord, 
I am continually with thee: Thou holdeft me 
by my right,hand. ‘The gracious prefence 
of that Supreme Being is affected by no 
diverfity of.rank or fortune. It imparts 
itfelf alike to all the virtuous and upright; 
like its glorious image, the fun in the fir- 
mament, which fheds its rays equally upon 
the humble cottage, and upon the palace of 
Kings. In. the prefence of the great Lord 
of heaven and earth, all the diftinG@ions 
which vanity has contrived to make among 

Poe he ' « men. 


et 
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SERM. men totally difappear. All ranks are on one™ 
- oon level. Lhe rich and the poor here indeed 


meet together ; without any other diftinétion 
than what arifes ftom the heart and the foul. 
The fenfe of this lifts the poor man above 
contempt; fupports his fpirits when apt to 


be dejeded; and beftows dignity on the 


part which he ads. How inconfiderable 
foever that part may appear in the eftima- 
tion of an injudicious world, it is ennobled, 
when viftuoufly performed, by the appro-_ 
bation of his divine witnefs. He can bear 


~ with indifference the fcorn of the proud. 


as long as he knows, that there is one. 
higher than the higheft to regard him. 
He can enjoy himfelf with pleafure in 


‘his mean habitation, becaufe he believes. 


that God dwells with him there: | The. 
Divine prefence cheers, to him the moft 


lonely retreat, It accompanies his fteps to 


the moft diftant regions of the earth. If 
he fhould be driven into exile from all his 
friends, and obliged to dwell in the utter- 
moft parts of the fea, even.there God’s hand 
would bold him, and his right hand would 
guide him. Though left, without compa- 
nion or friend, he never thinks himfelf de- 
folate, 
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folate, as long as he can fay, Jam fill with SERM: 

God. | im 
Bur though raifed above obfcurity or 
poverty, yet, in any fituation of fortune, 
calumny and reproach may be the lot of 
the fervant of God. His good intentions 
may be mifconftrued; his character unjuftly 
traduced ; and, to the open reviling of ene- 
mies, the more bitter unkindnefs of friends 
may fometimes ‘be joined. In this fitua- 
tion when wounded in {pirit, and, perhaps, 
unable to make his innocence appear, to 
whom fhall he have recourfe for defence, 
to whom make his laft appeal, but to that 
God who is ever prefent with him, and 
-who knoweth his heart? How frequently 
amid{t the injuftice and oppreffion of the 
world, has diftreffed innocence had no_ 
other relief but this? ‘ God is my wit-, 
“ nefs. God is my avenger. He hath feen 
“© it, and he will repay.” A good con- 
{cience, it is true, is of itfelf, a powerful 
fupport. But God is Lord of the con-: 
{cience; and it is only when conneéted 
with a fenfe of Divine prefence and appro- 
bation, that a good confcience becomes a 
Apa O29 fteady 


¥98 On the Senfe of the Divine Prefence. 
SERM. fteady principle of fortitude in the’ mind, 
~~ under all difcouragements. Hence, a vir- 
tuous man poffeffes a high degree of inde- 
pendence, both on the praife and on the 
cenfure of the world. It is enough to him 
if, when undergoing the fame reproaches 
which Job fuffered from his miftaken 
friends, he can fay with him, Behold my 
ewitne/s is in heaven, and my record is on 
bigh*. He affects not to divulge his good 
deeds to the world. He is without con- 
cern whether the world be acquainted with 
them or not. He knoweth that his Father 
which is in heaven Jeeth in fecret ; and that 
his prayers and his alms come up in grateful 
memorial before him. With me it is a fmall 
thing to be judged of you, or of man’s judg- 
ment ; he that judgeth me is the Lord +. He 
Jfoall bring forth my righteoufnefs, at laft, as 
the light, and*my judgment, as the noon day. 
In this confcioutnefs ‘of integrity he looks 
down with indifference, as from a fuperior 
ftation, upon the harth cenfures of a giddy 
and ignorant world. The fenfe of being 
continually with God diffufes over his foul 
a holy calm, which unjuft reproach cannot 

* Job. xvi. 19. + 1 Cor. iv. 3, Fi 

7 difturb. 
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difturb. In the prefence of that auguft and sERM, 
venerable witnels,\all the ‘noife and cla- , Ps a 


mours of men, like the murmurings of - is 


diftant ftorm, die away. 

La sTLY, Suppofing the charafer of a 
good man to be untainted by reproach; 
fuppofing alfo his external fituation to! be 
opulent or diftinguifhed ;»many, notwith- 
ftanding, and fevere, are the diftteffes to 
which he may be expofed.. Secret griefs 
/May be preying upon him; and his heart 
left to feed in filence on his own bittermedfs, 
He may labour under fore difeafe, and dif- 


cern his earthly frame gradually moulder 


into duft. He may be deprived ‘of thofe 
friends and relatives who. had: been the 
chief comforts of his ftate; or may be 
obliged to prepare himfelf for taking fares 
wel of them for ever. In the,midft of thefe 


various afflicting fcenes of human life, no | 


confolation can be more powerful than 
what arifes from the prefence of a Diviné 
prote&tor and guardian to whom our café, 
with all its forrows, is perfeétly known. 
To hii, fays the Plalmitt, 7 poured ont my. 
complaint. I fhewed. before him my trouble. 
Ms O 4. tT looked 


} 
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SERM. J looked.on. my right. hand and viewed ; but, 
———— behold, there was no man who cared for my 
foul. I faid unto thee, O Lord, thou, art.my 
refuge. When my fpirit was overwhelmed 
within. me, then thou kneweft my path *. 
; We. all know that to communicate our 
grief to-a, faithful friend, often gives eafe 
and relief tothe burdened heart. « Such 
communication iwe are encouraged to make, 
and fuch relief'we)may,expect to find, in 
pouring out.our heart before that. God za 
whom compafions flow. .We may have, no 
earthly friend to whom. we. can with) full 
confidence difclofe all our ferrows; or we 
may want words in which to exprefs them. 
But God is the fearcher of all hearts; and 
the hearer of all prayers. . To: the: fecret 
anguith of the foul, heiis no inattentive 
witnels.. Every groan whichis heaved from 
the labouring, bofom, though heard by’no 
human ear, reaches his throne. As he vows 
our frame, fo he remembers weare duff; and 
thence Light arifes to the upright in dark- 
nfs, For,.the hope naturally. {prings, that 
this beneficent.being will, pity them as.¢ 
Sethe piticth his children ; and in the midft 
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of 
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of thofe diftrefles which the prefent cir- 
cumftances of man render unavoidable, will 
fend them help from bis fanttuary. Sur- 
rounded with this compaffionate prefence 
of the Almighty, good men never view 
themfelves as left in this vale of tears, to 
bear, folitary and alone, the whole weight 
of human woe. In their dark, as well as 
in their brighter hours, God is with them. 
Even in that valley of the thadow of death, 
where ‘no friend, no comforter, can go 
along to aid them, he is with them ftill. 
In the laft extremity of nature, the rod and 


Soff of sed anpaers on re a es ee 


by Ties I have fhown, though in’an im- 
perfect manner, what’ benefits holy men 
derive from a habitual fenfe of the Divine 
prefence. It animates and ftrengthens their 
virtue. “It: enlivens and brightens’ their 
profperity. _Under various forms of adver- 
fity, it affords them confolation and relief. 
—Such confiderations, undoubtedly, form a 
ftrong argument in favour of a devout fpirit, 
and a virtuous life. But they are confider- 
ations which may,’ probably, be regarded, 
by fome, as ideal and vifionary ; requiring 

aid 
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aid from a heated, or an enthufiaftic, fancy, 
in order to give them force. I readily ad- 
mit that, amidft the hurry and turbulence 
of the world, it may be difficult to bring 
thefe religious: fentiments as fully into 
view: as is neceflary for their making a 
jut impreffion on the foul. This requires 
the effort of an? intelligent and feeling — 
mind; and therefore cannot be expected 
to'be commonly found. Tothe unreflect- 
ing crowd, nothing appears real, but what 
is expofed to fenfe. What is invifible, is 
the fame to them, as if it had no exiftence. 
But by: the groffnefs of their own concep= 
tions, they have no title to meafure thofe 
of ‘others. While they affe@ to treat all 
confiderations, taken from the fenfe of the 
Divine prefence, as vifionary and enthufi- 
aftic, it can, on the contrary, be clearly 
fhown, that they are founded on the moft 
certain and unqueftionable principles of. 

reafon.” They effentially belong not to re- 
vealed only, but to natural, religion. Their | 
reality can be denied by none, but thofe 
who deny that God exifts, or that“he go- 
verns the world. For if he exifts; he emf 
= pervade and infpeé the world 
which 
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which he governs. He muft know what sER™M. 


is going on throughout his own univerfe ; 
and efpecially muft know what pafles with- 
in the hearts which he has made, and of 
which he is to judge. To be every where 
prefent, is the attribute of his nature, 
which, of ail others, is the moft neceflary 
to his adminiftration of the univerfe. This, 
accordingly, is an attribute which all reli- 
gions have afcribed to him,’ All nations 
have believed in it. All focieties appeal to 
it, in the folemnities of an oath, by which 
they determine controverfies. This attri- 


bute being once admitted to belong: to the 


Deity, the confequences which I have de- 
duced from it, plainly and ‘naturally follow: 
And every pata man has ground’ to atte 
id “ am ible with thee. 
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LUKE, Xxi. TQ. 


In your Patience pofefs ye hiss ile, 


SERM. A Doses poffeffion of our fouls isa very em- 
XI. 


phatical expreffion. It defcribes that 
ftate in which a man has both the full 
- command, and the undifturbed enjoyment, 
of himfelf; in oppofition to his under- ° 
going fome inward agitation which difcom- 
pofes his powers. Upon the leait reflec- 
tion it muft appear, how effential fuch a 
ftate of mind is to happinefs. He only 
who thus foffe/fes bis foul is capable of pof- 
feffing any other thing with advantage ; 
and in order to attain and preferve this 
felf-poffeffion, the moft important requifite 
13, the habitual exercife-of patience. 
if I know 
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I know that patience is apt to be ranked, sERM: 


by many, among the more humble and 
obfcure virtues ; belonging chiefly to thofe 
who groan on a fick’bed, or who languith 
ina prifon. If their fituation be, happily, 
- of a different kind, they-imagine that there 
is no occafion for the difcipline of patience 
being preached to’ them. But I hope: to 
make it appear, that, in every circumftance 
of life, no virtue is more*important, both 
to duty: and. to. happinefs; or’ more requi- 
fité for forming a manly and worthy cha- 
racter.’ It is not confined to a fituation of 
continued adverfity. »It principally, indeed; 


regards the difagreeable ¢ircumftances which’ 
are apt to Occur. , Butiin:our prefent fate; 
thevoccurrence of thefe is fo frequent, 


that. in» every, condition of | life, pati- 
ence -is inceflantly: called ‘forth. ~: Profpe- 
rity. cannot be enjoyed, any more) than 
adverfity fupported, without it. It muft 


enter into) the temper, and form: the ha-— 


bit of the foul, if we would pafs through 


the world with, tranquillity and, honour. 


What I propofe is to point out fome of the 
chief occafions on which patience »is re- 
quired; and to recommend and enforce 

, the 
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the exercife of it, in-order to our ce Ling 
J ou ft . omnh .erear 9 


ila Sener under provocations. / “The 
wide, circle of human fociety is. diverhifed 
by an; eéndlefs $.vatiety of ‘characters, . difpo- 
fitions, and pafions’ Uniformity. is, imend 
refpe&, the genius of :the ‘world... Every 
man is marked by fome peculiarity which 
diftinguifhes him from another ; and no- 
where can two individuals be found who 
are exadtly and in all refpe&ts, walike. 
Where fo much diverfity obtains, it can- 
not. but happen, that, in the intercourfe 
which men are obliged to’ maintain, their 
tempers fhall often be ill adjufted: to that 
intercourfe; fhall jar, and. interfere with 
each other. Hence, in every ftation, *the 


~higheft. as well as the loweft, and'in every 
condition of life, public, private, and domef- 


tic, occafions of irritation frequently arife. 
We are provoked, fometimes by the folly 
and levity of thofe with whom we are cons 
nected; fometimes by their indifference, or 
negle&t; by the incivility of a friend, the 
haughtinefs of a fuperior, or the infolent 
behaviour of one in lower ftation, Hardly 
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a day paffes, without fomewhat or other sER™M. 


occurring, which ferves to ruffle the man of 
impatient fpirit. Of courfe, fuch a man 
lives in a continual ftorm. He knows not 
what it is to enjoy a train of good humour. 
Servants, neighbours, friends, fpoufe, and 
children, all, through the unreftrained vio- 
lence of his temper, become fources of -dif- 
turbance and vexation to him. In vainvis 
affluence ; in vain are health and profperity. 
The leaft trifle is fufficient to difcompofe 
his mind, and poifon his pleafures.. His 
very amufements are mixed with parolee 
and paffion, 
-1 would befeech this man to donfidens ‘of 
anlaciy {mall moment the provocations which 
he recives, or at leaft imagines himfelf to 
receive, are really in themfelves; but. of 
what great moment he makes them, by 
fuffering them to deprive him of the pof- 
feffion of himfelf. I would jbefeech him 
to’confider, how many hours of*happinefs 
he throws away, which a little’ more’ pa- 
tience would allow him to enjoy ; and how 
much he puts it in the power of the moft 
infignificant perfons to render him mifer- 
able. ‘* But who can expect,” we hear him 
is exclaim, 
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exclaim, “ that he is'to’ poffefs the’ infenfi- 
“ bility of a ftone? How is it’ poffible for 
“ humanonature to endure fo many re- 
‘¢ peated provocations? or to» bear ‘calmly 
“ with fuch unreafonable behaviour ?”— 
My brother! If you can. bear with’ no 


inftances of unreafonable ‘behaviour, with- 


draw yourfelf from’ the world. ‘You: are 
no longer.fit'to live in “it.” Leave the in- 
tercourfe of men. Retreat to the’ moun- 


tain and the defert ; or fhut yourfelf up 
ina cell, For here, in the midft of fociety, | 
offences muft come. You might as well 


expect, when you beheld a calm ©atmo- 
fphere, and a clear fky, that no clouds:were 
ever to rife, and no winds to blow, as that 
your life was long to proceed without re« 


ceiving provocations from human frailty. 


The carelefs and the imprudent, the giddy 


and the fickle, the ungrateful and the in- 


terefted, every where meet us... They are 


the briars and the thorns, with which the 


paths of human) life are befet. _He only 
who can hold his courfe among them with 
patience and equanimity, he who is pre- 
pared to bear what he muft expe& to hap- 
pen, is worthy of the name of a man. : 
rr : ) Did 
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Did you only preferve yourfelf compofed sr RM. 


for a -moment,..you would | perceive’ the 
infignificancy of mof of thofe provocations 
which you magnify fo highly. When afew 
funs more have rolled over your head, the 
ftorm will have, of itfelf;fubfided ; the caufe 
of your prefentimpatience and difturbance 
will be utterly forgotten. Can you not, then, 
anticipate this hour of. calmnefs to -your- 
felf;.and' ‘begin: tovenjoy the peace which 
it will'certainly. bring ? If others have be- 
haved improperly, leave them to their own 
folly, without becoming the vi@im of their 
caprice, aan punifhing yourfelf on their 
account.- Patience; in this exercife of it, 





cannot ies too much ftudied by all who’ 


~ with; their life. to flow in a fmooth ftream. 
It is the reafon of a'man, in Oppotition to 
the: patton of a-child. It is the enjoyment 


of ‘peace; in oppofition to wproar and ‘con- 
fufion. ‘He that hath no rule over’ his own 
Spirit, is like @ city that is broken down and 
—withoutaballs.*, +The next important exer-. 
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SERM. II, Patience, under» difappointments. 
‘ ma , Thefe will often happen to the: beft: and! 
‘wifeft men; fometimes to the wifeft andi. 
beft-concerted .plans.. They may happen, 
too, not through any imprudence. of thofe 
who have devifed the plan, not. even 
through the malice or ill defign of others ;, 
but merely in, confequence of fome)of. thofe 
crofs incidents. of life which could: not be 
forefeen.. On fuch. occafions perfons of a 
warm. and fanguine temper are prefently in. 
a ferment. They had.formed their hopes, 
as. they think, upon the jufteft grounds, 
They, had waited. long for fuccefs.;, and. 
borne with many delays. But. when. their: 
defigus are brought to fo. unexpected, an, 
iffue;, when without any. fault. of their 
own, they find their hopes finally blafted, 
all patience forfakes them ;, they nolonger, 
poffefs their fouls ;, the moth paffionate exr 
clamations. break. forth... * To whom, .¢x-) 
“* cept, to: th » could fuch. a difappoint+ 
“‘ ment A acpi, Since. the,creation, 
“ of the world, was fuch a combination. of 
“ difaftrous incidents ever beheld ?, Why 
*‘ are they doomed to be fo unfortunate 
** beyond all others?” Alas! how un- 
| fkilfully 
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Msilfully have you calculated the courfe. of 
human events? How rafhly and prefump-. 
tuoufly had you trufted to fuccefs? To 
whom»was, it ever given, to guard againft 
all: the viciffitudes, which the fluctuating 
fafeion of the world is inceflantly bringing 
about? [fone friend, to whom you looked: 
up has died, or another has loft his ins 
fluence and power; if the opinion of the 
public is changed, and its favour has been 
withdrawn if fome miftakes have occur- 
red to leffen the good-will of a patron on 
whom you depended ; if through the con- 
currence of thefe,»or fuch like circum- 
ftances, a more fortunate rival has prevail- 
ed againft you; what is there in all this, 
that differs from, the ordinary lot of man? 
Are. we not, eachiin his turn, doomed to 
experience the uncertainty of worldly pur- 
fuits? Why, then, aggravate our misfor- 
tunes by the unreafonable violence of an 
impatient fpirit? If our defigns have fail- 
ed through rafhnefs or mifcondua, let 
us blame ourfelves If they have failed 
through circumftances which we could not 
prevent, let us fubmit to the fate of man ; 
ae wait, fees patience, till a moréfavour- 
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Meanwhile let us turn to. rk abcd fide’ 
of the profpeét; and calmly confider how 


dubious it was, whether the fuccefs which 


we —— for, would have proved a blefl- 
ing. Who knoweth what is good for man 
in this life? Perhaps the aecomplifhment 
of our defigns might have been pregnant 
with mifery.. Perhaps’ from our prefent, 
difappointment, future profperity:may ‘rife. 
Of fuch yunlooked-for lues, we all know 
there have been many examples. Who can 
tell, whether our cafeemay not add one’to 
the number ?—At any rate, let’us recollect, 
that there is a Supreme Ruler, who difpofes 
of the affairs of men; under whon, all © 
fecond cavfes work only as fubordinate 
agents. Looking up to that irrefiftible arm 
which' is’ ftretched over our heads, let us 
be calms let us fubmit ‘and adore.. Either 
to defpair, or to rage, under difappoint- 
ments is finful. By the former we injure 
ourfelves, by the latter’ we  infult Provi- 
dence, and provoke: its difpleafure to con- 
tinue. Do poffe/t our fouls in patience is, at 
once,sour wildom as men, and our duty 
“ 5 ‘ as 
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as Chriftians. The benefits of this virtue 
are fo often repeated in this world, that 
good policy alone would recommend. it to 
every thinking man.°*-’Difappointments' de- 


range, and overcome vulgar minds. °The 


patient and the wife, by‘a proper improve- 
ment, frequently make them contribute: to 
‘their ~— nee aa ram me‘next recom- 
‘mend, ~~ mh Rie 2 
; aaatiy PPA. I * de f Fi 

VIL. Parrence’ under’ reftraints, « Na= 
merous aré’the reftraints impofed on us, by 
the nature°of the ‘human condition. »To 
the reftraitits of authority: and law; all 
mutt fubmit: The reftraints of education 
and’ difcipline lie on the young. » Confider- 
ations of health reftrain the indulgence:of 
pleafure: ® Attentions»to, fortune :reftrain 
expence. “Regard to’ friends,«whom. we 
are bound to pleafe; refpeét to: eftablithed 
cuftoms, and ‘to’ the opinions: of fociety, 
impofe reftraint on our general behaviour. 
There is no man, in any rank of life, who 
is always at liberty to-act according as he 
would incline. In -fome quarter or other, 
he is limited by circumftances, that either 
P3 actually 
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actually confine, or that ought at leaft to 


confine and «éeftrain him? 


Thefe reftraints, the impatient are ms to 
feorn, They will needs burft'the barriers 
which reafon had ere€ted, or their fitua- 
ation had-formed.; and, without regard to 
confequences, give free {cope to, their pre- 
fent. with. . Hence, many dangerous -ex~ 
cefles ow; much confufion and mifery 
are produced in human life. Had men 
the patience to fubmit to their. condition, 
and. to wait till it fhould allow them -a-. 
freer indulgence of ‘their defires, . they 
might, in'a fhort time, obtain’ the power 
of -gratifying them! with fafety. If the 
young, for inftance, would’ undergo with 
patience, the labours of education, they 
would rife at.a proper period, to honours, 
riches:oreafe. If the infirm would, with 
patience, bear the regulations which their 

vftitution demands, ‘they might regain 
the comforts of health. If perfons of ‘ftrait- 
ened fortune had patience to:conform them- 
felvés to their circumftances, and to abridge 
their pleafures, they might, by degrees, im- 


‘prove and advance their ftate. ‘Whereas, 
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by eagernefg of temper, and. iprecipitancy sERM. 


of indulgence, they forfeit all the advantages 
-which \patience would have procured ; and 
incur the oppofite evils to their full extent. 


In the -prefent ftate of human affairs, 
vno leffon is more neceflary to be learned 
‘by all, to be inculcated on the young, and 
to be practifed by the old, than that of 
patient fubmiflion to’neceflity.. For under 
-the law of neceflity, we'are all inevitably 
placed. » No man is, or can be, always his 
sown mafter, We are obliged, in a thou- 
fand cafes to fubmit andobey. +The dif- 
cipline of patience preferves our minds 
eafy, by conforming them to our flate. By 
the impetuofity of an impatient and un- 
fubmitting temper, we fight againft an 
unconquerable power, and aggravate the 
-evils we muft endure.—Another important 
exercife of the virtue concerning which we 
difcourfe, is, 


IV. Patience under injuries and 
wrongs. ‘To thefe, amidft the prefent con- 
fufion of the world, all are expofed. No 
ftation is fo high, no power fo great, no 
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216 On \Patiente. 
SERM. ‘charaéter fo unblemifhed, as to exempt 
Xt men from being attacked» by rafhnefs, ma- 
lice, or envy. To behave under fuch at- 
tacks with due patience and moderation, i is, 
it muft be confeffed, one of the moft trying 
_ exercifes of virtue. « But, in order ta pre-) 
; vent miftakes on this fubjeG, it is neceflany, 
to obferve that a tame {ubmiffion to wrongs 
is not required by religion. Weare, by ne 
means to imagine that religion tends to, 
extinguifh the fenfe of honour, or to fup- 
prefs the exertion of a manly fpirit. It is 
nnder.a falfe apprehenfion of this kind, that . 
Chriftian patience is fometimes Gineen Lael 
in difcourfe as no other than a different name. 
for cowardice. On the contrary, every man ” 
of virtue ought to feel what is due to: his 
‘chara@ter, and to fupport properly his own 
rights. Refentment of wrong, is an ufeful. 
- principlein human nature; and forthe wifeft 
purpofes, was implanted i in our frame, Iti is 
_ the neceflary guard of private rights, and 
the great reftraint on the infolence of the 
violent, who, if no refiftance were made, 
would trample on the gentle and peaceable, 
~ Refentment, however, if not kept within 
due bounds, is in hazard of rifing into 
fierce 
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-fiercé and cruel revenge. It is the office of SERM., 


patience, to temper refentment by reafon. 
In this view, it is moft properly defcribed in 
the text, by'a man’s poffeffing bis foul ; ating 
the part which felf-defence, which juftice, or 
honowr require him to act, without being 
tranfported out of himfelf by the vehe- 
mence of anger, or infifting on fuch de- 
grees of reparation as bear no proportion 
‘to the wrong that he has fuffered. What 
proportion, for inftance, is there between 
the life of a man, and an affront received 
by fome rafh expreffion in converfation, 
-which the wife would have flighted; and 
which, in the courfe of a few weeks, would 
have ‘been forgotten by every one? How 
fantaftic, then, how unjuftifiable, are thofe 
-fuppofed: laws of modern honour, which, 
for fuch an ‘affront, require no lefs repara- 
tion than the death of a fellow-creature? 
and which, to‘obtain this reparation, re- 
quire a man to endanger his own life? 
‘Laws, which, as'they have no foundation 
in reafon; never received the leaft fan@tion 


‘from any of the wife and polifhed nations’ 


‘of antiquity, ‘but were devifed in ‘the 
d@arkeft ages of the world, and “are derived 
aay aes te 
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stoous from the ferocious barbarity of Gothic 
Manners. ©0904 OFA 


‘Nothing is fo ideale tia with felf- 


pofieffion as violent anger. It overpowers 


reafon ; confounds our ideas; idiftorts the 
appearance, and »blackens «the colour, of 


every obje&t.) By the ftorm which it raifes 


within, and by the mifchiefs which it.oc- 


cafions without, it generally brings, on 
the paffionate and revengeful man, greater 


mifery than he can bring .on his enemy. 
‘Patience allays this deftru@ive.tempeft, by 
making room for the return of calm and 
fober thought. Itfufpends the blow which 
fudden refentment was ready to infli@. It 
difpofes us to attend to the alleviating cir- 
cumftances, which may be difcovered in 
the midit of the wrongs we duppofe our- 
felves to have fuffered. Hence jit natu- 
rally inclines to the moderate and gentle 
fide ; and while it allows all proper -mea- 
fures to be:taken, bothsfor, fafety, and for 
gut redrefs, it «makes way for returning 
peace. Without fome degree-of ;patience 


-exercifed under injuries, human life would 


be rendered a ftate of perpetual hoftility ;_ 
offences and retaliations would ducceed to 
7 one 
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‘ofre another‘in endlefs train ; and the world 
would become a field -of blosai It now 
remains ‘to recommend, 


Vv. PATIENCE under adverfity and .af- 
flidion. This is the moft common fenfe 
-in-which this virtue is underftood; as it 
refpedts difeafe, poverty, old age, lofs of 
friends, and the other calamities which are 
‘incident to human life. . Though a man live 
many years and rejoice in them all, yet let 
him remember the days of darknefs, for they 
Jball be many*. The various duties to 
-which patience, under this view, gives rife, 
afford a larger fubje& to difcourfe than I 
am at prefentto purfue. In general, there 
rare'two chief exercifes of patience under 
adverfity ; one refpecting God, and another 
refpecting men. 

Patience, with refpe&t to God, muft, in 
‘the days of trouble, fupprefs the rifings of 
a murmuring and rebellious {pirit. It muft 
‘appear in that calm refignation to the will 
of Heaven, which is exprefled in thofe 
pious fentiments of ancient good men: 


* Ecclef. xi. 8. 


I was 
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Iwas dumb ; I opened not my mouth, becaufe 
‘thou didff it. It is the Lord, let him do what 
Jeemeth good in his eyes. Shall we receive 
good at the hand of th: Lord, and fhall we 
not receive evil alfo? "This is loyalty to the 
great Governor of the univerfe. This is 
that reverence which fo'well becomes crea- 
tures who know they are dependent, and 
who muft confefs themfelves to ‘be’ finful. 
Such a fpirit is fitted to attra& the favour 
of Heaven, and to bring the fevere vifita- 
tion fooner to a clofe. | Whereas the ftub- 
born and impatient, who fubmit not them- 
felves to the decrees of the Moft’ High, re- 
quire to be humbled’ ‘and fubdued” et 
a continuance of chaftifement. 

Patience in adverfity, with refpe@ to 
men, muft appear by the compofure and 
tranquillity of our behaviour. The loud 
complaint, the querulous temper, and fret- 
ful fpirit, ‘difgrace every character.” They 
fhew a mind that is unmanned by misfor- 
tunes. We weaken thereby the fympathy 
of others; and eftrange them from the of- 
fices of kindnefs ‘and comfort." The exer- 
tions of pity will be feeble, when it is 
mingled with contempt. At the fame time, 


by 
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by thus weakly. yielding to adverfity, we smrM: 


allow its weight to bear us down with 
double preffure. Patience, by preferving 
_compofure within, refift the impreffion 
which trouble makes from without. By 
leaving the mind open to every confolation, 
it naturally tends to alleviate our burden. 
—-—To maintain a fteady and unbroken 


mind, amidft all the: fhocks of the world, 


forms the higheft honour of a man. — Pa- 
tience, on fuch occafions, rifes to magna- 
nimity. It fhews a great and noble mind, 
which is able to reft on itfelf, on God, and 
a good conf{cience ; which can enjoy itfelf 
amidft all evils; and would rather endure 
the greateft hardfhips, than fubmit to what 
was difhonourable in order to obtain re- 
lief. This gives proof of a ftrength that 
is derived from Heaven. It is a beam of 
the immortal: light, fhining on the: heart. 
Such patience is the moft complete triumph 
of “feligion and virtue ;-and accordingly it 
_ has ever charaéterifed thofe whofe names 
have ‘been tranfmitted with honour to pof- 
terity. It has ennobled the hero, the faint, 
and the martyr. We are publi om every 
“s ide, yet not di aired: we are perplexed, but 
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notin defpair ; perfecuted, but not ssp y 
caft down, but not de groyeae 175 


Tears I have. traced, etomisa Ane 
feveral: of its mofs important. operations im 
different circumftances: of life; under pro= 
vocations 5. under difappointments,; under 
reftraints; under, injuries; and under. af-. 
fliGtions. We now fee-that it is a virtue: of 
univerfal ufe. No man, in any condi- 
tion, can pafs his days with tolerable com- 
fort who. has not learned to praétife it. 
His profperity will be continually difturb- 
ed; andi his adverfity. will be clouded with. 
Jude darknefs. He will. be uneafy and 
troublefome to all with whom he is con- 
nected; and will be more troublefome. to 
himfelf than to any other.———Let me par- 
ticularly advife thofe who wifh to culti- 


vate fo neceflary a virtue, to begin: their 


cultivation of it, on occafions when {mall 
offences and provocations arife. . It.isva 
great, but common, error, to imagine, that 
we are at liberty to give loofe reins to tem- 
per among the trivial occurrences of life; 
No excufe for irritation and, impatience can 


wa ‘Cor. Iv. 8-5. 
be 
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be: worfe, than what is taken fromthe per- SE RM. 


fon. being inconfiderable,, on the incident 
being flight, which threw us off our guard, 
Wath inconfiderable: perfons; we are fur- 
rounded. Of flight incidents the bulk of 
human lifeis compofed) In. the: midft of 
thefe, the ruling temper of the mind) is 
formed. .1t is.only by moderation, and. felf- 
- command: then adquined, that we can inure 
eurfelves to: patience,» when the great con- 
junctures of life fhall put it to-a feverer 
trial. If negle&ted then, we fhall after- 
wards folicit its return im vain. Jf thou 
haf run with footmen and they have wea- 
ried thee, how. canft thou contend with horfes? 
And if in the land of peace wherein thou 
truftedft, they wearied thee, then how wilt 
thou do in the fwellings of Fordan* ? 


‘In order to affift-us in the acquifition of 
this grace, let us often contemplate that 
great model of it, which is difplayed in the 
whole life of our Saviour Jefus Chrift. 
Whofe temper was ever tried by more fre- 
quent ‘provocations, more repeated difap- 
pointments, more flagrant injuries, or more 

| ® Jer-xii. 5. 
fevere 
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fevere diftrefs? Yet amidft them all, we: 
behold him patiently enduring the contra« 
diction of finners; to their rudenefs oppof- 
ing a mild and a though firm, 
fpirit, and in the caufe of mankind, gene- 


.roufly bearing with every indignity. Well. _ 
might he fay, Learn of me, for I am meek, 


and lowly in heart *, Waving fuch a high 
example before our eyes, let us be afhamed 
of thofe fallies of impatience which we fo 
often fuffer to break forth in the midft of 
profperity. By a more manly tranquillity 
and felf-command, let us difcover to the 
world,that, as men, and as Chriftians, we 
have learned zn patience to poffe/s our fouls. 
: ee Matth. xi. 29. 

Es 
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PHILIPPIANS, iv. 5. 


Let your Moderation be known unto all 
. Men. 


pH prefent ftate of man is neither SERM. 

doomed to conftant mifery, nor de- sage. 

figned for complete happinefs. It is, in 

general, a mixed ftate of comfort and for- 

row, of profperity and adverfity; neither 

brightened by uninterrupted fun-fhine, nor 

overcaft with perpetual fhade; but fubject 

to alternate fucceffions of the one, and the 

other. While fuch a ftate forbids defpair, 

it alfo checks prefumption. It is equally 

adverfe to defpondency of mind, and to 

high elevation of fpirits. The temper which 

beft fuits, is exprefled in the text by mo- 
Vo. IIL, Q. deration ; 
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deration; which, as the habitual tenor, of 
the foul, the apoftle exhorts us to difcover 
in our whole conduét; Je it be known unto 
all men. » This virtue confifts i in the equal 
balance of the foul. It imports fuchpro- 
per government of our paflions and plea- 
fures as fhall prevent us from running into 
extremes of.any kind; and fhall produce 
a calm and temperate frame of mind. It 
chiefly refpe€ts our conduct in) that ftate 
which comes under the defcription of eafe, 
or profperity. Patience, of which I treat- 
ed in the preceding difcourfe, direéts the 
proper’ regulation of the mind, under the 
difagreeable incidents of life.. Moderation 
determines the bounds. within which» it 
fhould | remain, when «circumftances: sare 
agreeable ‘or promifing.’. What’ I now 
purpofe ‘is, ‘to point out fome of. the chief 
inflances in which. .Moderation® ought «to 
take place, and to thew the iesporvanice of 


a eee it, © 


oie Pe t . PPHuid ira? 

wy Moptra ATEON in our ha ti fl »'The 

Aa mind of man feldom’ of ‘never refts 

fatisfied with) its prefent condition; how 
profperous foever. Originally formed! for a 
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Wider range of objedts, for a higher fphere sERM. 
of enjoyments, it finds itfelf, in every 2, 


fituation of fortune, ftraightened and con- 
fined. Senfible of deficiency in its ftate, it 
is ever fending forth the fond defire, the 
afpiring with, after fomething beyond what 
is enjoyed at prefent. Hence, that reftleff- 
nefs which: prevails fo generally among 
_ mankind. Hence, that difguft of pleafures 
which they have tried; that paffion for 
novelty ; that ambition of rifing to fome 
degree of eminence or felicity, of which 
they have formed to themfelves’ an in- 
difting idea. All which may be confidered 
as indications of a certain native, original 
greatnefs in the human foul, {welling be- 
yond the limits of its prefent condition, 
and pointing at the higher sobjects. for 
which it was made. Happy, if thefe latent 
remains of our primitive ftate ferved to 
direct our wifhes towards their proper def- 


tination, and to lead us into the path of 


true blifs! ae ws {eobi @ 
But in this dark and bewildered ftate, 
the afpiring tendency of. our nature unfor- 
tunately takes an oppofite direction, and 
feeds a very mifplaccd ambition. ‘The 
Oe flattering 


228 


SERM., 
xii. 


‘ Nees nine 


Ou Moderation, 


flattering appearances which here prefent 
themfelves to fenfe; the diftin@ions which 
fortune confers; the. advantages and plea- 
fures which we imagine the world to be 
capable of beftowing, fill up the ultimate 
with of moft men. Thefe are the objects 
which engrofs their folitary mufings, and 
ftimulate their active labours; which warm 
the breaft of the young, animate the in- 
duftry of the middle-aged, and often keep 
alive the paflions of the old, until the very 
clofe of life. Affuredly, there is nothing 
unlawful in our wifhing to be freed from 
whatever, is difagreeable, and to obtain a 
fuller enjoyment of the comforts. of life. 
But when thefe withes are not tempered by 
reafon, they are in danger of precipitating 


‘us into much extravagance and folly. De- 


fires and withes are the firft fprings of 
action. When they become exorbitant, the 
whole character is likely to be tainted. If 
we fuffer our fancy to create to itfelf worlds 
of ideal happinefs; if we feed our imagi- 
nation with plans of opulence and {plendour 


far beyond our rank 3 if we fix to our. 
withes certain ftages of high advancement 
sor certain degrees of uncommon reputation 


or 
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or diftin€tion, as the fole flations of feli- 
city ; ; the affured confequence will be, that 
we fhall become unhappy in our prefent 
flate; unfit for acting the part, and ay 
charging ‘the duties that belong to it; 
fhall difcompofe the peace and order seb our 
minds, and foment many hurtful paffions. 
Here, then, let Moderation begin its reign; 
by bringing within reafonable bounds the 
_withes that we form. As foon as they be-~ 
‘come extravagant, let us check them by 
proper refleGtions on the fallacious nature 
of thofe objeéts which the world hangs out 
to allure defire. 

“You have ftrayed, my friends, from the 
road which condu@s to felicity; you have 
‘difhonoured the native dignity of your 
fouls, in allowing your wifhes to terminate 
on nothing higher than worldly ideas of 
greatnels or happinefs. Your imagination 
roves in a land of fhadows. Unreal forms 
deceive you. It is no more than a phan- 
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tom, an illufion of happinefs which at- 


tracts your fond admiration; nay, an illu- 
fion of happinefs which often conceals 
much real mifery. Do you imagine, that 
all are happy, who have attained to thofe 

Q3 fummits 
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fummits of diftin€tion, towards which your 
wifhes afpire? Alas! how frequently has 
experience fhewed, that where rofes were 
fuppofed to bloom, nothing but briars and 
thorns grew? Reputation, beauty, riches, 
grandeur, nay, royalty itfelf, would, many 
a time, have been gladly exchanged by the 
pofleffors, for that more quiet and humble » 


ftation, with which you are now diflatif- 


. fied. ‘With all that is fplendid and shining 


in the world, it is decreed that there fhould 
mix many deep fhades of woe. On the 


- elevated fituations of fortune, the great ca- 
~ lamities of life chiefly fall: There the ftorm: 


{pends its violence, and there the thunder 
breaks ; while fafe and unhurt the inha- 
bitant of the vale remains below. —Retreat, 
then, from thofe vain and pernicious ex- 


‘curfions of extravagant defire. Satisfy your- 


felves with what is rational and attainable. 


“Train your minds to moderate views of 


human life and human happinefs. Re- 


member and admire, the wifdom of Agur’s 


with. Remove far from me vanity and 
lies. Give me neither poverty nor riches. 
Feed me with food convenient for me: Left I 
be efits and deny thee, and fay, Who is the 

Lord? 


if 
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_ Lord? or left I be poor, and fteal, and take 
the name of wy God in vain *,—Let me re- 


CORNER : igi 


P45 | 
me erouhation in our cpoene(il tas 
Wits and defires reft within. If immo- 
‘derate and improper, though they taint 
the heart, yet. fociety may not be affected 


SE RM: 
SE 
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by them,:. The obfcure.and harmlefs in- | 


dividual may indulge: his dreams, without 
difturbing: the public peace. But when 
_ the aétive purfuits in which we engage 
rife beyond moderation, they fill the world 
with great diforders; often with flagrant 
crimes. This admonition, chiefly refpects 
the ambitious men of the world. I fay not 
that. all. ambition is to be condemned; or 
that high purfuits ought, on every occafiony 


to be checked... Some men are formed by 


nature, for rifing into confpicuous {tations 
_ of life. In following the impulfe of their 
| _minds,. ar _ Properly exerting the talents 
with \ which ¢ xod has blefled them, there 
is roon n for 
hers, an ° 
much public good. But this may. fafely 
a Prov. #%xiB, 9-\,. 


it be 
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Sea bé pronouhced, that the bulk of men are - 
beatles! ready to over-rate their own abilities, and 


- Amidft the warmth of purfuit, 


to imagine themfelves equal to higher 
things than they were ever defigned’ for 
by nature. Be fober, therefore, in fixing 
your aims, and planning your deftined 
purfuits. Beware.of being led afide from 
the plain path’ of found and moderate 
conduct, by thofe falfe lights which felf- 
flattery is always ready to hang out. By 
aiming at a mark too high, you may fall 
fhort of what it was within your power . 


_to have reached. Inftead of attaining to 


eminence, you “may expofe yourfelvés to 
derifion ; nay, may bring upon your heads 
saeaiale difafters. J fay to every man that 
is among you, not to think of himfelf more 


highly than be ought to think, but to think 


‘tenes oe 
' Whatever your aims ket there | is one 


: dedithts of moderation which muft. be _ 


‘enjoined to 'thofe of the greateft abilities, 
as well as to others; that ho at 
tranfgrefs the bounds of me 






\ ae felves to fubmit to the reftraints, which 
' * Rom. xii. 3. ® ’ é 
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religion» and virtue, which propriety and SER™M, 
decency, which regard to reputation: and ey 
character, impole. ‘Think not, that there * 
are no barriers which ought to ftop your 
progrefs. It is from a violent and impe- 
tuous fpirit that all'the evils {pring, which 
ate fo often found to accompany ambition. 
Hence, in private life) the laws of: truth 
and honour are violated. Hence, in 
public conteft, the peace and welfare of 
nations have been fo often facrificed to the - 
ambitiousprojects of the great.. The man 
of moderation, «as he is temperate ‘in his 
‘ wifhes, fo in his purfuits he is regulated 
by virtue. A good confcience is tovhim - 
more valuable than any. fuccefs.. He sis 8 
not fo much bent on the coconut 
of any defign, as to take a difhonourable 
ftep, in order to compafs it. * He can have 
patience. He can brook difappointments. 
He can yield to unfurmountable obftacles ; 
and, by gentle and gradual progrefs, is 
‘more likely to fucceed in the end, than 
-others are, by violence and impetuofity. 
Tn fos. higheft enterprife, he withes not to — 

¢ appearance of a meteor, which 
atmofphere; or of a comet, 
4 10 which 
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-SERM. which aftonifhes the public by its sda | 
XI eccentric courfe ; but rather to refemble 
‘ thofe fteady hamiinpde’ of heaven, which 
advance in their .orbits, witha filent and 
regular motion.. He approves © himfelf 
thereby to the vautcles the wife, and 
difcerning ; and, by a temperate and unex- 
ceptionable’ condudt, - efcapes thofe dangers 

which perfons of al n oppofite defcription are 

Ba aia ‘tae to incur, ee 


ca ea aa 
HI: Bz moderate in your expectations. 


When your ftate is flourifhing, and the | 


-courfe of events proceeds according to 
your with, fuffer not your minds to be 
vainly lifted up. Flatter not yourfelves 
with high profpeéts of the increafing fa- 
vours of the world, and the continuing 
ia applaufe of men. Say not within your 
hearts, My mountain flands firong, and fball 
never be moved. I fhall never fee adverfity. 
Io-morrow fhall be as this day, and more 

, “abundantly. .—You are betraying yourfelves; 
_ you are laying a fure foundation: of difap- 
~ pointment and mifery, when you allow 
syour fancy to foar to fuch lofty pinnacles 
“of confident hope. . By building your houfe 
in 
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‘i icfeient a great and cruel fall. Your ¢ru/? mS, 
is the fpider’s web. You may lean on your 
poufe ; but it foall not fland. You may hold 
at faft ; but it fhall not endure. For, to man 
on earth it was never granted, to gratify all 
his hopes ; or to” ' perfevere ‘in one tract of 
uninterrupted profperity. Unpleafing vi- 
ciffitudes never fail to fucceed thofe that 
were grateful. The fa/bion of the world, 
' how gay or {miling foever, paper, and oft 
paffeth fuddenly, away. 

By want of moderation in our hopes, we, 
not only increafe dejection when difap- 
pointment comes, but we accelerate difap- 
pointment ; we bring forward, with greater 
fpeed, difagreeable changes’in our ftate. 
For the natural confequence: of prefump- | 
tuous expectation, is rafhnefs in conduct. 
He who indulges confident fecurity, of 
courfe negleéts due precautions againft the 
dangers that threaten him ; and his fall will 
be forefeen. and ipupdiied.* He ‘not ‘only 
expcfes himfelf unguarded to dangers, but. 
he multiplies them againft himfelf. By 
prefumption | and vanity, he either provokes 


enmity or incurs contempt. 
The 
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- 'Fhe arrogant mind, and the roud nee: © : 
are equally contrary to religion, and to pru- 
ie deter The world cannot bear fiieh a i- 
rit ; and Providence feldom fails to check it. 
The Almighty beholds with difpleafure thofe 
-who, intoxicated with profperity, forget 


their dependence. on that Supreme Power 


which raifed them ap. - ‘His awful govern- 
ment of the world has been id’nothing more 
-eonfpicuous than in bringing low the loft iy 
“dooks of man, and feattering the proud i in ‘the bs 
imaginations of their minds. i not this ‘the 
great Babylon which T have built by the imight 
“of my power, and for the honour of my Ma- 
jefty* 2 Thus exclaimed the prefum ous 
‘monarch in the pride of his heart. But 
do! when the word was yet in ‘his’ mouth, 
“the vifitation | from Heaven came, and ‘the 
-voice was heard; 0 Nebuchadnexdar'! to 
‘thee it “is yikes iby kingdom is depar ted 
“from thee He that exalteth bimfelf, foall 
be humbled ; ; and he ibat bumbleth bimfelf, 
foal be exalted +. Fe ‘temperate fpirit, and 
‘moderate expedtations, are the beft fafeguard 
tof. the mind i in this uncertain and changing 
Mate. They enable us to pals thrQupe life 


* Daniel, iv. 30, : BI. + Luke, mit 
. , with 
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world, they contribute to our elevation ;\ ao, 
and if we mutt fall, they render our fall 
the lighter. 


IV. MopERATION in our pleafures is an 
important exercife of the virtue which we 
are now confidering. It is an invariable law 
of our prefent condition, that every plea- 
fure which is purfued to excefs, converts it- 
felf into poifon. What was intended. for 
the cordial and refrefhment of human life, 
through want of moderation, we turn to its 
bane. In all the pleafures of fenfe, it is 
apparent, that, only when indulged within 
certain limits, they confer fatisfaGiion. No 
fooner do we pafs the line which temperance 
has drawn, than pernicious effects come 
forward and fhew themfelves.. Could 1 
lay open to your view the monuments of 
death, they would read a leGture in favour 
of moderation, much more powerful than 
any that the moft eloquent preacher can 
give. You would behold the graves peopled 
with the victims of intemperance, You 
would behold thofe chambers, of darknefs. 
hung round, on every fide, withthe tro- 
*® phiee 
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phies of luxury, aihnkaotlets and fenfuas 
lity. So numerous would you find thofe 
martyrs of,iniquity, that itmay fafely be 
afferted, where war or peftilence. have flain 
their thoufands, intemperate agi has 
flain its ten thoufands. 

‘While the want of moderation in oied 
fiude brings, men to an untimely grave, 
at the fame: time, until they arrive there, 
it purfues, and afflicts them. with evils 
innumerable... To what caufe fo much 
as ‘to, this, are owing, faded youth, and 
premature old age; an enervated body, 
and an -enfeebled mind ; together — -with 
all that long train of deuce: which the 
indulgence of appetite and fenfe have in- 
troduced into. the world? . Health, cheers 
fulnefs, and, vigour, are known to be the 
offspring of temperance, ..The man > of 
moderation brings to all the natural and 
innocent | pleatures of life, that found, un- 
conupted 1 relith, which gives him a much 


» fuller enjoyment of them, than the palled 


and vitiated appetite of the voluptuary al- 
lows him to know. He culls the flower of 
every allowable gratification, without dwell- 


‘ing upon it until the flavour be loft.. He 


* I | taftes 
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taftes the final ‘of every pleafure, without SERM. 


purfuing it till the bitter dregs rife. . Where- 
as the man of oppofite character dips fo 
deep, that he never fails to ftir an impure 
and noxious fediment, which lies at the 
bottom of the cup. In the pleafures, 





befides, which are regulated by modera- 


tion, there is always that ‘dignity which 
goes along with innocence.. No man needs 
to be afhamed of them. They are confift- 
ent with honour ; with the favour of God, 
and of man. But-the fenfualift, who dif- 
- dains all reftraint in his pleafures, is odious 


in the public eye. His vices become grofs 5, 


his chara@er ‘contemptible; and he. ends 
in being a burden both ‘to himfelf and to 
fociéty. . Let me exhort you once more, 

‘-Vi'To moderation in all your paffions. 
This exercife of the virtue is the more re- 
quifite, "becaufe there: is no paffion in hu- 
tian natute but what has, of itfelf,'a ten- 
dency to run into excels. “For all paffion 
implies) a violent emotion of mind. Of 
courfe it is apt’ to derange the pagar 


courfe of our ideas; and to produce con-_ 


fufion within. © Nothirie® t the fame time, 
. a es. Peale 
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‘ Xt. time when it grows andofwells, it confantly”’ 
juftifics toolous lapprebeafion, the rtinitle 
which it sereatess byomeans°Of av thoulane 
falferabstitivents'which it foritis, ahd ‘brifgs 
tovits aid (OF fomepafhidns} fuck 'as“anger” 
anditrcfentinent the excéle’ is fo*Obvioull py” 
dangerous: a6loddlp't82Call! fOr mtodera” 
‘tion? He who Biveshimielf up to the T= 
pettiohitor fuch paffiotis; without teftraing, - 
is “niverfllp condétitied by the’ world; 
an de hardly’ accounted ‘aman “of “found” 
mitid) -Butjwhat isles apr°to be “attend” 
ed't0, foinie even “Of ‘thole” palffons Which” 
are peck oned innocent, lor whofe t ASO y 
to diforder and abit to Woeapeanshe : and te 
neverthelefs; ih need of Moderation and. ree 


firaifit, as wellas others. — For fuch is the 


- 


U a 4 


fecblenéfs Of Our nature; that every ‘paflion 
ave aieh arcane Wy igre jood, ages 2 
which"has "for its obje@ any worldly good, . 

is th hazatd “of “attaching “us tao? ftaret Ba 
and of tranfpéiting™’ us “Beyond the’ bounds. 
of reafori, °IP allowed tS’ acquiré the fall and’ ” 
unreftrainéd’détninion | df the heart, it “is 
fuffidient, “in “warious ‘euathsRBOTB Yender 
b potha drniGTe vaca” 


io in, = tie yoydd deriteae 
ower, to Tender us negli" 
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pent of duties which, as men or Chriftians, 
we. are bound to perform... 


Of the infidious growth of paffion, there= 


fore, we have great reafon to beware. We 
ought always to have at hand confidera- 
‘tions, which may affift us in tempering its 
warmth, and in regaining pofleflion of our 
‘fouls. Let us be perfuaded, that moments 
of paffion are always moments of delufion ; 
that nothing truly is, what it then feems to 
be; that all the opinions which we then 
form, are erroneous ; and all the judg- 
ments which we.pafs, are extravagant. Let 
moderation accuftom us to wait until the 
fumes of paflion be fpent; until the mift 
which it has raifed begin to be diffipated. 
We thall then be able to fee where truth 
and right lie ; and reafon shall, by. degrees, 
refume the afcendant. On no occafion let 


us imagine, that ftrength of mind is fhewn 


by violence of paflion. This is not the 
ftrength of men, but the impetuofity) of 
children. It is the firength of one who is 
in the delirium of a fever, or under the 
difeafe of madnefs. The ftrength of fucha 
perfon is indeed increafed. But it is an 
unnatural ftrength; which being ynder no 
Mot. HL R proper 
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SERM. proper guidancey:is idireGted towards ob- 


If. 


ueneny jects that occafion his deftruction. | ‘Prue 


ftrength of mind. is..thewm in. governing — 


and refrfting paflion, not/in giving it {cope 5 
ini reftraining the wild: beat .within ; and 
ating, om the moft trying: occafions, acs 


cording: to the dictates. of sonbeencgHy and 


aa raafoite SH) an ok te td 4, ig 
* aif Fj Pe: : 4S es 7 % 


Bans 1 have! cenell orits in pen din- 
Seeding how moderation, ought to,,be dif- 


pldyed :.moderation in .our, withes, mo- 
_ deration, in, our. purfuits ; moderation, in 
our hopes); moderation. in our plealures 5 


moderation in/our paflions, It jis a prin- 
ciple:which fhould habitually, influence, ol 
condua, and form the: reigning seeneeti 
cree, saeniealy! Ges. oe thos be 


Pte ke Bit SI ity 


> PRE i th m dived torthis victine: eis fuggett- 


by the words immediately following; the 


text; the Lord is at hand. The judge is com- 


ing, whois to.clofe:this temporary feerie,of 


things, and to, introduce a higher ftate. of 


eéxiftence “Phe day is at hand, which will 
place the great concerns of men in a. point 
of. view very different from that in which 


Mooi.» ¥ . ey 
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they. are “at' prefent beheld; will ftrip'the sERM. 
world of its falfe alory ; ; will deteé&t the'va~ . ae / 


Nity’of ‘earthly purfuits ; atid ‘difclofe ob- 


jets which’ have the' proper title to intereft 
a rational mind: ‘Objeéts acquire power 
to engage our paffions only in’proportion 
as they are conceived to be great. But 
great, or little, are no more than terms of 
comparifon. Thofe things which appear 
“great to one who knows nothing ereater, 
‘will fink into a diminutive fize, when he 
becomes acquainted with objedts of a higher 
nature. Were it oftener in our thoughts, 
‘that the Lord is at hand, none of thofe 
things which now difcompofe and agitate 
worldly men would appear of fufficient 
“magnitude to raife commotion in our 
breafts. Enlarged views of the future de- 
ftination of man, and of the place which 
‘he may hope to poffefs in an eternal 
‘world, naturally give birth to modera- 
‘tion of mind. They tend to cool all mif- 
‘placed ardour about the advantages of this 
ftate ; and to produce that calm and tem- 
-perate frame of fpirit, which becomes men 
and Chriftians, weclgte one no ground for 

<a R2 entire 
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entire: difregard of earthly concerns. While: 
we aré men, we muft feel and aé as fach, 
But they afford a good reafon why they, 
who believe the. Lord to be at hand, thould 


let. their moderation appear and be known 
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On the Jor, and the ieee ia, of thé 
HEART. a 





PROVERBS, Xiv. 10. 


The heart knoweth bis own bitternefs, and a 
sis ie doth not intermeddle with his } FO 


[ti is well known, that men have acayt SERM. 
been much inclined to place their hap- XII. 
ar eee) 

pinefs in the advantages of fortune, and 

the diftinétions of rank. Hence thefe have 

been purfued by the multitude with fuch 

avidity, that every principle of honour, 

probity, and virtue, have been facrificed 

‘to the attainment of them. At the fame 

time, many circumftances might have con- 

vinced men, that fuppofing them to be fuc- 

cefsful in the purfuit, it by no means fol- 

lowed that happinefs was to be the re- 

R 3 ward. 
t ® 
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ward. For if happinefs be, in truth, ‘ef- 
fentially connected with fplendid fortune, 
or exalted rank, how comes it to pafs, that 
many, in the inferior {tations of life, vifibly 
fpend their days with more comfort, than 
they,..who occupy ,the ‘higher departments 
of the world? Why dogs the beggar fing, - 
while the king is fad? A {mall meafure 
of refleGtion -or-our nature-might fatisfy us, 
that there are other principles of happinefs 
or mifery,’ too ' “often ¢ overlooked by 


‘world, which immediately affeét the hear 
‘and “operate ‘there’ with “greater ‘force: ak 


power than” anys “circum {tances ‘of rank’ or 
fortune. This is the ‘obfervation of the 
wife’ man in the téxt ; ‘and what T’ how pu 
pore iSamiamerabe, 1 avant take a'view Of the 
chief fources Of that: Bitternefe whith Be 
béart kinoweid: and ‘of that Joy with ewhich 


8 Manger doth not intermeddle ‘and’ then 


hall" ‘point’ ‘out they proper kati ed to 

be made of" the BSN on big! _ 
rte? Oy HARI ots ty a PIT oy, FO) 
gs we’ duquite careful ly into’ the fourcés 
of the joy or bitternefs Of the héattswe 
hall’ find that they are chiefly two! ‘that 
they arife either from: a man’s ‘own ‘mid 
and 


Bits 


and the Bitterne/s of the Heart. 


“ 


cay - 


and temper ;\:or, from: ipaigiaraares a me id 


which he ftands with fome of his fello 

ocreatures:/ “In! other words; thé spall. 
ftances which moft effentially’ affeet every 
anan’s ‘happinefs’ are, his aici chat ater 
and! bis focial aoa EX Lag ties mt 


~ Tp Eumex man’ 's own okt and) ‘eoapae 
is ebb ie to -himfelf a fource'of aia 
anward joy or-bitternefs For every,man 
if sweymay be allowed. the Oat Hs 
moresconneéted with himfelf, than with 
any! external object.. He’ is: conftantly a 
companion to himfelf in his ownthoughts : 
andewhat heimeets with there, ° mutt; ‘of all 
«things, contribute moft to-his happinefs, “ér 


shisydifquicts “Whatever *his condition ‘fh 
‘the worldsbe, whether ‘high or. low, if he 


find no caufe to upbraid’ himfelf for his 
‘behaviour; if heibe. fatisfied that his’ con- 
dud. proceeds’ upon a’ rational plan; if, 
amidft the failings Jincident to humanity, 
his con{cience'be, in the main, free ‘from 
jreproach,y . -and his ~mind undifturbed, by 
any difmal prefages of futurity ;. the'foun- 
dation jis laid for a placid and ‘agreeable 
otenor ‘of life. It to this you add a calm 


9 aes and. 


ves settinta da ) 
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SERM, and cheerful:temper, not eafily’ fretted or 


XIU. 


difturbed, not fubje@itoenvy, nariprone’to 
yiolent, paffion, much; of} that xjoy will! be 
produced, which, itis faidj.in the ctextya 
franger.intermeddleth not. with. »Fovthis.s 
an intrinfic joy, independent! of allforeign 
caufes. The upright man, asitsis written, 
ds fatisfied from bimfelfis Undifturbed by 
the vexations. of; folly,/ or sthé -remorfevof 
guilt, his nights .will be!ipeaceful; andithis 
days ferene..:His:mind is akingdom:toit- 
felf.. A good, con{cience, and: good: temper, 


_ptepare, even) in. the, midfti,.ofspovertyo2 


continual fegf. ubgoo 10. to ftiareds] (ege 
_,, But how fadly will the,fcene be reverfed, 
af the firft thoughts which occur. .to°a man 
concerning -himfelf, ‘fhalk. be of: a gloomy 
and, threatening kind; if his:temperpdn- 
ftead of calmnefs and, felf-enjoyment, hall 
yield him nothing. but difquiet and:painful 
agitation !. Inany fituation of.fortunéy is 
it poffible for him to be: happy,-whofe 
mind is in this troubled. ftate ? yw Dbe/pirit 
of 2.man will fuftain. bis infirmities s:\butia 
wounded fpirit. who can bear? »Nigour of 
wind. may, enable a-man >to fuftain many 
fhocks of asl aN In his {pirit, as loag 

as 


and the Bittérneft of the Heart. 


‘as fitvis found; he! can) fittd' 44: yefoutée, 
owhem other auxiliaties® fail. }°oBut- Gfthat 
awhich fhould-fuftain him be enféebléd and 
broken pif that to! which: he ‘has’ Heedtirle 
~ for theccure of other forrows) ‘become: Gefele 
ithe wounded ' pare pee mpage can’ Tie 
turn Fforarelie£?. oor OS v BAU BO 
yc The wounds wrliely ‘the Spirit ‘fairs \aire: 
jowing:chiefly:to athreeveaufes::'‘to‘folly,'to 
epaflion, or to guilty. ‘They’ frequently ori- 
ginateifrom folly ;that<is from vain‘ and 
improper purfuits, which;°though ‘not’ di- 
wey: criminal; ‘are. unfuitable- “to a’ man’s 


_-age, character, or condition, ‘yethe world. 


dn confequerive of thefe he beHioldé 'him- 
felt degraded and -expofed3" and fiffers ‘the 
‘paimof mafty a. mortifying teflecion,’ and 
‘many a humbling «comparifon'’ ‘of ' himfelf 
“with others:) The diftrels ‘oceafioned by a 
‘fenfe of folly;' isaggravated' by” any’ violent 
paffion’ being sallowed to’ take poffeffion of 
the heart;Even though’ it’be of the clafs 

- \ofthofé which are’ reckoned danocent, yet 
cifitshave entirely feized® and’ overpowered 
‘a man, “it deftroys: ‘his tranquillity,” and 
~brings*his: ‘mind: into’ a perturbed. ftate. 
oe if it be a» paffion of the black and vi- 
cious 
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cious ‘kind, it is: fufficient yo-blaft the :moft 
flonrifhing: conditionj:and:te poifon allthis 
joys. If to» sthéfaivoundsitdhiced by. fol- 
ly, or by paffion} you add:thé wound of 
guilt, the temorfe and ‘fear »produced “by 
criminal deeds,:-you fill upithe meafuretef 
pain and bitternefs of hearté2lOften have 
the tertors:ofconfeiencd occhfioned inward 
paroxy{ms, :or wiolent sagitations‘lofy mind, 
A-dark :and-threatéhing cloud feems, to the 
‘con{cious ‘finher, to tbe yhanging’ over «his 
-head.:: He: who, ibelieves*:himfelfi defpifed, 
vorshated,oby:imenjtand> whéedieads. at ‘tle 
Jame times an cavenging:G od, cami derive 
little pleafure from ithe external:comforts:of 
life: ‘The bitternéfs. of vhis “heart infufes 
atfelf into» every! draught oe pleafure 
wilters'tolhisitlipsy ¢/y%- yukiritd, » yon 

’The:external «misfortunes of life, difap- 
siesiistenity; poverty, andeficknefsjare nothing 


‘in:comparifon of thofe inward idiftreffes .of 


‘mind, occafionediby folly :by-paffion, andiby 
iguilt, They mayindeed»prevail indifferent 
degrees; according ias: one, or othervef thofe 
osprinciples.of bitternd{sas predominant. :But 
they arefeldom parted far afunderfrom one 
another; andswhen, asiit:too.oftenmhappens, 

all 


and the Bitternefs of the Heart. 


2st 


all the three are “complicated, they complete SERM. 


_the mifery’ ‘of man. . The diforders of the 
mind, having then ‘arifen to’ their. height, 
Hpcbune of all things the moft dreadful. . The 
fhame of folly, the violence of paffion, and 
the remorfevof guilt, ating in conjundétion, 
have too frequently driven men to the laf 
and abhorred refuge, of feeking relief in 
death’ from’ a ‘life too embittered to be any 
re ehdlaere ds T Some to “apt 


belky erin tet ppb ieee plier joys af 
st hearty arifingy from fources different 
from: thofe that I have mow defcribed ; 
founded in the ‘relations: or- connections 
which we have with others, and {pringing 
from:ithe feelings »which. thefe: occafion. 
Such” caufes of forrow or joy ate of an 
external nature)’ Religion does not teach 
thatall the:fources of inward pleafureor 
painare derived: from our temper and mo- 
ral behaviour. ©’ Thefe are indeed the prin- 
cipal fprings of bitternefs or joy. In one 
way or other, they affect all the pleafures 
and pains of life; but they include ‘not, 
within themfelves, the whole of them. Our 
—r did not intend, ‘that the happinefs 
of 


XII. 
Neer ed” 
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SERM, of each individual fhould have'no depend- 
XT ence on thofe who are around him. Hays 
ing connected us in fociety’ by many ties, it 

is his decree, that thefe ties fhould prove, 
both during their fubfiflence, and’ in Rar 
diffolution, caufes of pleafare or pain, im- 
mediately, and: often de eph " vaffeAing the 
human heart. °° My doGtrine, aerator’ is 
not, H at the serrated which ibe heart know 
partes intermeddleth not, is independent of 
every thing external. “What I ‘affert “is, 
that this d7tterne/s “and” ‘this: joy depend 
mtich more on” othe? caufes,” thanon 
-Tiches ‘or poverty, ‘on high or low” fal 
tions in the world; that, equally’ in? the 
conditions of! “btegated fortine and? of 
private life, - the mot ‘material circus» 
{tances of toNeeS or * felicity, » néxtto’ 
the flate of our ‘own mind and femper, 


are the fenfations and taAS Which’ 
arife from the conneétions x we have with 
others. a. Mel) AALS 


In order to make this alae! tet 4 us fups 
pofe a man in any rank or ‘condition’ of 
‘life, happy in his family and his friends’: 

foothed 


and the Butter nefs of the Heart. 
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foothed by the cordial intercourfe.of kind SER 


affeGions. cwhich he .partakes” with | them ; 
enjoying, the comfort of doing them. good 
offices, and receiving in. return their, fine 
cerelt gratitude ; 3 experiencing no jealoufy 
nor envy, no difquiet or alienation. of afa 
fection, among thofe with whom hei is con- 
neéted ; j——how many, and how copious 
fources of inward joy open to fuch a man 
How. fmooth i is the tenor of a life that pro- 
ceeds i in. fuch a courte! What. 2 fniling 
afpect does the love of parents and chil- 
dren, of brothers and fitters, of friends and 
relations, give to every, furrounding objed, 
and every, returning. day 1. With, what, a, 
luftre, does it gild even the fmall habitation 
where fuch placid intercourfe dwells ; where 
{uch {cenes. of heartfelr, fatisfadion fucceed 
uninterruptedly ; to one another, ! ; 
But] let us fuppofe, this joyful intercourle, 
to. be broken, off i in, an untimely. hour, by. 
the; cruel, hand, o of the laft foe; 33 let, Us, ima- 
gine the. family, once fo happy among. 
themfelves, to behold the parent, the child 
or, the Jpoutle, £9, whom. their hearts. were 


attached by, the tendereft ties, ftretched on, 


the oReaA bed. of, death, ag then what bitters, 


‘nefs 


oy Y 
JLIQWE 
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SERM. neéfs does the heart know! This, in ‘the 


XIIT. 
Raycom 


ftricteft fenfe, is its’ own bitterne/i'; from 
which it is not in the power of any exter- 
nal circumftance whatever to afford -it’re~_ 
lief. Amidft thofe piercing griefs' of ‘the 
heart, all ranks of life aré’levelled ; ‘all dif 
tin@ions of fortune’ are forgotten. | °Un- 
availing ate the trophies ‘of {plendid woe 
with which riches ‘deck the fatal couch; ‘to 
give the leaft comfort’ to'’the® mourner. 

The prince, and the'peafant, then ‘equally 
feel their’own bitternefs: Dwelling on the 


‘melancholy remembrance of ‘joys that’ ‘are 


paft and gone, the one forgets his poverty, 
the other defpifes the: gilded trappings of 
his ftate; both, in that fad hour, are fully 
fenfible, that on the favours of fortune ‘it 
depends not® to” pe man happy i in: = 


world. 


But it’ is noton y the ‘death’ of sbdeists, 
which, ‘in the midft of a feemingly pro- 
Hero ftate, is able to bring diftrefs home 
to the heart: From various failures ia their 
condu& when living, arifes much of the 
inward uneafinefs we fuffér, It will, *in 
general, be found; that the behaviour of 
thofe aniong whom we [jive in near con- 

nection, 
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nections isjnexd to) erfonalicharacter-and SERM. 
tempex;:the chief fource either of the plea- , ise ial 
fures;.or_ ofthe difquietudés, of every!man’s 
dife., As when their behaviour, is»cordial 
and. fatisfaory,it,is}of allyexternal things 
the moft.foothing to. the'mind,;; fo, on the 
other, hand, otheiz, Jevity, their inattention, 
or.oteafonal-harthnefs, even though it pro- 
ceed to no;deeided breach of friendthip, yet 
ruffles and. jfretsathe; temper.‘ Social life, 
harafled with thiofe-petty vexations,-refem- 
bles.a road-which & man, is doomed daily to 
travel; but findssit tugged, and anys and 
-painful,to be trods).5 0 

wi The cafe becorhes much, worfe, if the bafe 
and, criminal. condudt of perfons whom we 
have onceloved;/idiffolve yall the bonds of 
amitysiand, fheypthat our,confidence has 
been abuféd. ‘Then sare opened fgme of 
the deepeft {prings'of-bitternefs in the hu- 
man heart.=+++Behold -the ‘heart of the 
parent, torn by: the unworthy behaviour 
and gruel ingratitude of the child, whom 
he had trained-up‘ with the fondeft hopes; 
_on whom head lavifhed his whole affec- 
‘tion; and for whofe fake he had laboured 
any toiled, ‘through the courfe of a long life. 
Piticam: i Behold 
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Behold the endearments of the conjugal 
ftate changed into black fufpicion, and 
miftruft ;- the affetionate fpoufe, or the 
virtuous hufband, left to mourn, with a 
broken heart, the infidelity of the once- 
beloved partner of their life. Behold the 
unfufpecting friend betrayed in the hour of 
danger, by the friend in whom he trufted ; 
or in the midft of fevere misfortune, meet- 
ing nothing but cold indifference, perhaps 
fcorn and contempt, where he had expeéted 
to find the kindeft fympathy.———Are thefe, 


- let me afk, uncommon fcenes in the world? 


Are fuch diftreffes peculiar to any rank or 
ftation? Do they chiefly befal perfons in 
humble life, and have the great’ any pre- 
togative which affords them ‘exemption 2 
When the heart is forely wounded by 
the ingratitude or faithleffuefs of thofe on 
whom it had leaned with the whole weight 
of affeCtion, where fhall-it turn for relief ? 
Will it find comfort in the tecolleGtion of 
honours and titles, or in the contemplation 
of furrounding treafures? —- Talk not of 
the honours of a court. Talk not of the 
wealth of the eaft. Thefe, in the hours 
of heart-bitternefs, are fpurned, as con- 

I ~~ temptible 


and the pace i of ibe Heart. 
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others. This joy ae this ,bitternefs’ are 
Vor. IIL. S each 
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pels and joy, of own, altogether 
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SERM. each of them, of fo much greater confe- 

Mies eh quence than. any diftinctions of fortune, 
that bleffed with the former, one may be 
happy, as far as human happinefs goes, in 
a cottage; and afflicted with the latter, he 
muft be miferable in a palace. Let us 
now proceed.tg an important part of the 
fubject, the practical improvement to which 
this dodtrine leads., 





First, Let it ferve to mederate our paf- 
fion for riches, and high fituations in the 
' world. It is well known, that the eager 
purfuit of thefe is the chief incentive to the 
crimes that fill the’ world. Hence, among 
the middle and lower ranks of men, «all the 
fraud, falfehood, and treachery with which 
the competition for gain infefts fociety. 
Hence, in the higher ftations of the world, 
all the atrocious crimes flowing from ambi- 
tion, and the love of power, by which the 
peace of mankind has fo often been broken, 
and the earth ftained with. blood. . Had. 
thefe coveted advantages the power, when: 
obtained, of enfuring joy to the heart, and 
rendering it a ftranger to bitternefs, fome. 
apology might be offered for the violence 
isd’ ak O ¥ 10 
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to which they have given oceafion. "The SERM: 


XIII. 


prize might be fuppofed worthy of being 2, 


‘acquired at a high expénce, when fo 
much depended on the attainment. But 
I have fhown, I ‘hope with fatisfa€tory 
evidence, that the contrary is the truth. 
T fay not, that the advantages of fortune 
deferve no regard from’a wife or a good 
man. Poverty is always diftreffing.  Opu- 
lence and rank are both attended with 


many comforts, and may be rendered fub- - 


fervient to the moft valuable purpofes. But 
what I fay is, that it is a great error to rate 
them beyond their juft value. Secondary 
advantages, inferior affiftances to felicity, 
they are; and no more. They rank below 
every thing that immediately affects the 
heart, and that is a native fource of joy or 
bitternefs there. If a man be either un- 
happy in his difpofitions, or unhappy in all 
his conneétions, you heap upon him, io 
vain, all the treafures, and all the honours, 
which kings can beftow. Diveft thefe things, 
then, of that falfe glare which the opinions 
of the multitude throw atound them. Con- 
template them with a more impartial eye. 
Purfue them with lefs eagernefs, Above all, 
; S 2 never 


200, 
SERM. 


XIE. 
2.8 


\ 


On the Foy, 


never facrifice to the purfuit any degree of 


probity or moral worth, of candour or good 
affection; if you would not lay a foundation 
for that bitternefs of heart which none of 
the goods of fortune can neither compenfate 
or cure. 


SECONDLY, Let the obfervations which 
have been made, correct our miftakes, and 
check our complaints, concerning a fup- 


. pofed promifcuous diftribution of happinefs 


in this world. The charge of injuitice, 
which fo often, on this account, hath been 
brought againft Providence, refts entirely 
en this ground, that the happinefs and 
mifery of men may be eftimated by the 
degree of their external profperity. This 
is the delufion under which the multitude 
have always laboured ; but which a juft 
confideration of the invifible fprings of 
happinefs that affe&t the heart is fufficient 
to correct, Ifyou would judge whether a 
man be really happy, it is not folely to his 
houfes- and his lands, to his equipage and 
his, retinue, you are to look, Unlefs you 
could fee farther, and difcern what joy, or 
what, bitternefs, his heart feels, you can 
| ‘ pronounce 
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pronounce nothing concerning him. That 
proud.and wicked man -whom you behold 
furrounded with ftate and f{plendour, and 
upon whom you think the favours of 
Heaven fo improperly lavithed, may be.a 
wretch, pining away in fecret, with a 
thoufand griefs unknown to the world. 
That poor man, who appears neglected and 
overlooked, may, in his humble ftation, 
be partaking of all the moral and all the 
focial joys that exhilarate the heart ; may 
be living cheerful, contented and happy. 
Ceafe then to murmur againft difpenfations 
of Providence, which are, to us, fo imper- 
fealy known. Envy not the profperity of 
finners. Judge not of the real condition of 
men, from what floats merely on the furface 
ef their ftate. Let us rather, 


THIRDLY, Turn our attention to thofe 
internal fources of happinefs or mifery, on 
which it hath been fhewn that fo much 
depends. As far as the bitternefs or joy 
of the heart arifes from the firft of thofe 
great {prings which I afligned to it, our 
own condu& and temper, fo far our hap- 
pinefs is placed, in fome meafure, in our 
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own hands. What is amifs or  difordered 
within, in confequence of folly, of paflion, 
or guilt, may be rectified by due care, un- 
der the affiftance of divine grace. Hewho | 
thereby attains to a tranquil and compofed 


ftate of heart; free from ill) humour and 


difguft, from violent paffions, and from vex~- 
ing remorfe, is laying a foundation for en- 
joyment of himfelf, much furer and broader 
than if he were aie thoufands to in- 


‘ereafe his eftate, . 


With regard to the other ies ny joy 


‘or bitternefs of heart, arifing’ from our con. 


nections with others, here, indeed, we’are 
more dependent on ‘things not within our 
power. . Thefe conne@ions are not al- 
ways of our own forming ; and even when 
they have been formed by choice, the wifeft 


are liable to be difappointed in their expect- 


ations. Yet here too it will be found, that 
the proper regulation of the heart is of the 
utmoft importance, both for improving the 
joys which our fituation ‘affords, and for 
mitigating the griefs which our ‘connec- 
tions may render unavoidable. As far as: 
the choice of friends or relatives depends 


on ourfelves, let their virtue and worth 


ever 
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‘ever dire& that choice, if we look for SERM. 


any Jafting felicity from it. In all the 
habits and attachments of focial life, after 
they are formed, let it be our ftudy, to ful- 
fl properly our own part. Let nothing be 
wanting on our fide, to nourith that mutual 
harmony and affe@tionate friendfhip which, 
in every fituation: of Jife, has been fhown, 
is of fo great confequence to our peace and 
fatisfaGtion, It is not, indeed, in our power 
to preferve always alive thofe friends, in 
whom our hearts delight. It is’ often not 
in our power to prevent the ingratitude and 
unworthy behaviour of other friends, from 
whom we once expected comfort. But 
under thofe afflifting incidents of life, 
much may be done by proper employment 
of the thoughts, and direétion of the affec- 


tions, for obtaining relieve. To a purified . 


and well regulated heart, reafon and reli- 
gion can bring many aids for healing its 
wounds and reftoring its peace; aids which, 
to the negligent and. vicious, are wholly 
unknown. The greater.experience we have 
of the viciffitudes of human life, with more 


weight will that precept of the wife man 


always come home to our remembrance; 
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Keep thy heart with all diligence ; for out of 





it are the iffues of life*.- ‘Hence arifes, 


In the fourth and laft place, another in 
ftruction, that is of the utmoft import- 
ance to us all, frequently to look up. to 
Him who made the human heart; and to 
implore his affiftance in the regulation and 
government of it. Known to him are all 
the fources of bitternefs and joy by which 
it is affeied. On him it depends, to let 
them forth, or to fhut them up; to in- 
creafe, or to diminifh them at his plea- 
fure. Ina ftudy fo infinitely important to. 
happinefs, as that of the prefervation of in- 
ward peace, we cannot be too earneft in 
befeeching aid from the. great Father. of 
Spirits, to enable us to keep our hearts free 
from diftrefs and trouble. Befides the 
afliftance which we may hope to. derive 
from divine grace, the employments of de- 
votion themfelves form one of the moft_ 
powerful means of compofing and tran- 
quillifing the heart. On various occafions, 
when the fources of heart-bitternefs have 





been moft overflowing, devotion has been 


* Proviiy. 23, 


found 
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found the only refuge of the fufferer. Des 
votion opens a fanétuary, to which they 
whofe hearts have been moft deeply wound- 
ed, can always fly. Within that quiet and 


facred retreat, they have often found a 


healing balfam prepared. When grieved 


by men, they have derived, from the afcent | 


of the mind towards God and celeftial ob- 
jects, much to foothe them at prefent, and 
much to hope for in future. Let us, there- 
fore, negle& no mean with which religion 
can furnifh us, for promoting the Joys, 
and aifuaging the bitternefs, of the heart. 
Amidft the frailties of our nature, the in- 
conftancy of men, and the frequent changes 
of human life, we fhall find every affiftance 
that can be procured, little enough, for en- 
abling us to pafs our few days with tolerable 
comfort and peace. 
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Se characters of men which the world 
prefents to us are infinitely diverfified, 

In fome, either the good or the bad qualities 
are fo predominant as ftrongly to mark 
the character; to difcriminate one perfon 
as a virtuous, another as a vicious man.’ 
In others thefe qualities are fo mixed to- 
gether, as to leave the character doubtful. 
The light and the fhade are fo much blend-~ 
ed, the colours of virtue and vice run in 
fuch a manner into one another, that we 
can hardly diftinguifh where the one ends, 
and the other begins; and we remain in 
fufpence 
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fufpence whether to blame or to praife, SERM, 
While we admire thofe who are thoroughly as 


good, and’ deteft the grofsly wicked, it is 
proper alfo to beftow attention on thofe 
imperfect characters, where there may be 


much to praife, and fomewhat to blame; 


and where regard to the commendable part 
fhall not hinder us from remarking what 
is defective or faulty....Such attentions will 
be found the more ufeful, as charaGers of 
this mixed fort are, more frequently than 
any other, exhibited to us in the commerce 
of fociety, : 


It was one of this fort, ua gave Occa- | 


fion to the incident recorded in the ‘text. 
The incident feems to have been confidered 
as remarkable, fince it is recounted by three 
of the evangelical writers; and by them all; 
with nearly the fame circumftances. The 
perfon to whom the hiftory relates was a 
ruler; one of higher rank and ftation than 
thofe ‘who ufually reforted to Jefus. He 
was a rich man: He was a young man. 
His whole behaviour was prepoffefling and 
engaging. He appears to have conceived 
a high opinion of our Lord. He addreffed 
him with the utmoft refpet; and the 

queftion 
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and important. He kneeled to him, and faid, 

Good Mafter, what fhall I do that I may in- 

herit eternal life ? His condua in the world 

“had been regular and decent. He could 
proteft, that he had hitherto kept himfelf 

free from any grofs vice; and in his deal- 
ings with others, had obferved the precepts 
of God. Our Lord, deholding him, is faid to 
have loved him ; whence we have reafon to 
conclude, that he was not hypocritical in 
his profeffions; and that his countenance 
carried the expreffion of good difpofitions, 
as his fpeech and his manners were alto- 
gether complacent and gentle. Yet this 
perfon, amiable as he was, when his virtue, 
was put to the teft, difappointed the hopes 
which he had given reafon to form. At- 
tached, in all probability, to the indulgence 
of eafe and pleafure, he wanted fortitude: 
of mind to part with the advantages of the 
world, for the fake of religion. When our 
Lord required him to fulfil his good inten- 
tions, by relinquifhing his fortune, becom- 
ing one of his followers, and preparing 
himfelf to encounter fufferings, the facrifice 
appeared to him tco great. Impreffions of 
virtue 
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virtue however ftill remained on his mind. 
He was fenfible of what he ought to have 
done; and regretted his want of courage 
to do itt He was forrowful: He was 
grieved: Yet be went away. 


PERSONS of a charafter fomewhat re- 
fembling this, all of us may have met with; 
efpecially among the young; among thofe 
who have been liberally educated, and 
polifhed by a good fociety. They abhor 
open vice, and crimes that difturb, the 
world. They have a refpeé for religion. 
They are willing to receive inftruGtion for 
their condué&. They are modeft and un- 
afluming ; refpe&tful to their fuperiors in 
age or ftation; gentle in their addrefs; in- 
offenfive and courteous in their whole be- 
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haviour. They are fond of obliging every — 


‘one; unwilling to hurt or difpleafe any:— 
Such perfons we cannot but love.’ We 
gladly promife well of them; and are dif- 
pofed to forward and aflift them; yet fuch 
is the weaknefs of our nature, that at the 
bottom of this character there may lie, as 
we fee exemplified in the inftance before 
us, fome fecret and material defects. That 
3 _ vigour 
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SERM. vigour of mind, that firmnefs of principle, 
a, may be wanting, which is requifite for en- 
abling them to a& with propriety,, when 
their Virtue is putto a decifive trial. The 
foftnefs of their nature is unfavourable to 
a fteady perfeverance in the courfe of inte- 
‘grity. ‘They poflefs the amiable qualities ; 
but there is ground to fufpedt, that in the 
eftimable ones they are deficient. While, 
therefore, we by no means clafs them among 
the bad, we dare not give them the full 
praife of virtue. When they fet out in the 
world, we cannot pronounce with confi- 
dence, what'coniirmed features their cha- 
rater will aflume; nor how far they can 
be depended upon in future ‘life. “Allow 
me now to point out the dangers which 
fuch perfons are moft likely to incur; and’ 
to fhew what is requifite for them farther 
" ftudy, in order to their fulfilling the pow 
of good men and true Chraftians: 

I. Persons of this detcubp till aateite 
qualified for difcharging aright many du- 
ties, to which their, fituation in life may 
callthem. In certain circumftances, they: 
behave with abundance of propriety. ‘When’ 

2 . all 
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all is calm and fmooth around them; when SERM. 


nothing occurs to agitate the mind, or to 
difturb the tenor of placid life, none of 
their defeéts come forward. ‘They are be- 
Joved ; and they are ufeful. They promote 
the fort of human fociety; and, by 
gentlenefs and courtefy of manners, ferve 
to cement men together in agreeable union. 
But to fail on the tranquil furface of an 
unruffed lake, and to fteer a fafe courfe 
through a troubled and: ftormy ocean, 
require different talents: and alas! hu- 
man, life oftener refembies the ftormy 
‘ ecean, than the unruffled lake. We {hall 
not have been long embarked, without 


finding the refemblance to hold. too. 


clofely. 

. Amid the buftle of the world, amidft 
the open contentions and fecret enmities 
which prevail, in every fociety, mildnefs 
and gentlenefs alone are not fufficient to 
carry us with honour through the duties 
of our different ftations; as heads of fami- 
lies, citizens, fubjeéts, magiftrates, or as 
engaged in the purfuits of our feveral call- 
ings.. Difturbances and trials arife, which 


demand vigorous exertions of all the mora}. 


powers; 
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powers; of patience, vigilance, and felf+ 
denial; of conftancy and fortitude, to fup~ 
port us under danger and reproach; of 
temperance, to refirain us from being cars. 
ried away by pleafure; of firm and deter- 
mined principle, to make us defpife the 
bribes of fin. .Thefe manly difpofitions of 
mind are indifpenfably neceflary to prepare 
one for furmounting the difcouragements 
of virtue, and for ftruggling honourably 
through the hardthips of life... Unlefs he 
be thus armed and fortified, whatever good 
intentions: have: been in his heart, they are 
likely to be fruftrated in aGions Nothing 
that is great, can be undertaken. Nothing 
that is difficult or hazardous, can be accom- 
plifhed. Nor are we to imagine, that it— 
is only in times of perfecution, or war, or 
civil commotions, that there is occafion for 
thofe ftronger efforts, thofe mafculine vire 
tues of the foul, to: be difplayed: The prix 
vate, and feemingly quiet’ {tations of life, 
often call men forth, in'the days of peacep 
to fevere trial of firmnefs and conftancy.. ° 
The life of very few proceeds in fo uniform 
a train, as not to oblige them” to difcover,. 


in fome fituation or other, what portiom 


en they 
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| they poflefs of the eéftimable qualities of SERM. 


man. Hence it fometimes happens, that 
perfons whofe manners were much lefs pro- 


mifing and engaging than thofe of others, 


have, neverthele{s, when brought to acta 
part in critical cireumbtieesys performed 
that part with more unfullied honour and 
firmer integrity than they. 
}. - 


Mie PanvOns-ofSche “chatadter®T have 


defcribed are ill fitted, not only for dif- - 


charging the higher duties of life, but alfo 
for refifting the common. temptatioris to 
vice. With good difpofitions in their mind, 
with a‘defire, like the young ruler in the 
text, to.know what they fhall do in order 
to- inherit eternal life; yet when the terms 
_ required of them interfere with any favou- 
rite enjoyment, like him, they are,forrow- 
ful, and go away. The particular trial to 


which he was put, may appear to be a hard 


one, and to exceed the ordinary rate of 
virtue. Our Lord, who difcerned his heart, 
faw it to be neceflary, in his cafe, for 
bringing his character to the teft. But in 
‘cafes, where trials of much lefs: difficulty 
‘prefent themfelves, they who partake of a 

fat. dts TE character 


any diene od 
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Ri give way. The good qualities which they 
poflefs, border on certain weakneffes of the 
mind; and thefe weakneffes are ‘apt to be-~ 
tray them infenfibly into vices with which 

they are connected. 
Good-nature, for inftance, is. in danger 
of running into that unlimited complai- 
fance, which affimilates men to the loofe 
manners of thofe whom they find around 
them. Pliant and yielding in their temper, 
they have not foree to ftand by the de- 
cifions of their own minds, with regard to 
right and wrong. Like the animal Jechiel 
is faid to aflume the colour of every obje& 
to which it is applied, they lofe all:proper 
character of their own; and are formed by 
the characters of thofe with whom they 
chance, to aflociate. . The mild are apt to ‘ 
fink, into habits, of indolence and floth. © 
The cheerful and gay, when warmed by 
-pleafure and mirth, lofe. that. fobriety, and 
felf-denial, which is effential to the {upport 
of virtue. Even modelty and fubmiffion, 
_ qualities fo valuable in themfelves, and fo 
_ highly ornamental to youth, _fometimes: de~ 
"generate into a vicious timidity; a timidity 
which 





vid 


~~ 


On Charaéters of Imperfect Goodnefs. 


275 


which reftrains men from doing their duty. SER. 


_ with firmnefs; which cannot ftand the 
frown. of the great, the reproach. of the 


multitude, or even the ridicule and {neer 


of the fcorner. . 
Nothing can be more» amiable: than. a 
conftant defire to.pleafe, and an unwilling- 


nefs to offend or hurt. Yet in characters. 


where this is a predominant feature, de- 
feQs are often, found. Fond always to 
oblige, and afraid to.utter any difagreeable 
truth, fuch perfons are fometimes led to 


diflemble. Their love of truth is facrificed 


to theit love of pleafing. Their fpeech, and 
their manners, aflume a ftudied courtefy. 
You cannot always depend on their f{mile; 


nor, when they promife, be fure of the. 


performance. .They mean and intend well. 
~ But the good intention is temporary. Like 
wax, they yield eafily to every impreffion ; 
and the tranfient friendfhip contracted with 


XIV. 
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one perfon, is effaced by the next. Undif- . 


tinguifhing defire to oblige, often proves, 
in the prefent {tate of human things, a dan- 
gerous habit. They who cannot, on many 
occafions, give a firm and fteady denial, or 
- who cannot break off a conneétion, which 
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has been haftily and improperly formed, 
ftand on the brink of many mifchiefs. 
They will ‘be feduced by the corrupting, 
enfnared by the artful, betrayed by thofe 
in whom they had placed their truft. Un- 
fufpicious themfelves, they were flattered 


with the belief of. having many friends 


around them. Elated with fanguine hopes, 
and cheerful {pirits, they reckoned, that ¢o- 
morrow would be as this day, and more abun- 
dant. Injudieious liberality, and thought- 
lefs profufion, are the confequence ; until 
in the end, the ftraits to which they are 
reduced, bring them into mean or difho- — 
nourable courfes. ‘Through innocent, but 
unguarded weaknefs, and from want of the 
feverer virtues, they are, in procefs of time, 
betrayed into downright crimes. Such may 
be the conclufion of thofe, who, like the 
young ruler before us, with many amiable 
and promifing aitpolitobgy had <3 their 


‘ career in mi ahs 


. 

HL Suen perfohs are ‘not prepared for 
fultaining, with propriety and dignity, the _ 
diftreffes to which our ftate is liable. They 
were equipped for si feafon of funfhine 
moe , and 


\ 
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and ferenity ; but when the fky is overcaft, SERM. 
and the days of darknefs come, their feeble _*!Y: 
minds are deftitute of fhelter, and ill pro- 
vided for defence. Then is the time, whea 
more hardy qualities are required ; when 
courage mutt face danger, conftancy fupport 
pain, ‘patience poflefs itfelf in the midft of 
difcouragements, magnanimity difplay its 
contempt of threatenings. If thofe high 
virtues be altogether ftrangers to the mind, 
the * mild and gentle will certainly tar 
under the torrent. of difafters.—The ruler 
in the text could plead, that. his behaviour 
to others, in the courfe of focial life, had 
been unexceptionable. So far, the refle@tion . 
on his condu& would afford him comfort 
amid{t adverfity. But no man is without 
- failings.. In the dejecting feafon of trouble 
it will occur to every one, that he has been 
guilty of frequent tranfgreffion; that much 
of what ought to have been done, was 
neglected; and that. much of what has 
nae done, had better have been omitted. 
In fuch fituations, when a thoufand appre- 
henfions arife to alarm con{cience, nothing 
is able to quiet its uneafinefs, except a well- 
grounded truft.in the mercy and acceptance 
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of Heaven. It is firm religious principle, 
acting upon a manly and enlightened mind, 
that gives dignity to the charaéter, and 


‘compofure to the heart, under all the troue 
bles of the world.» This enables the brave. 
dnd virtuous man, with fuccefs to buffet the 
ftorm. While he, who had once fparkled 
“in fociety with® all the charms of gay viva~ 


city, and had been the delight of every 
circle in which he was engaged, remains 
difpirited, overwhelmed, oy | annibilated, 
in the evil day. 


Suc are the failings incident to perfons 


- of mixed and imperfea& goodnefs ; fuch the 
defects of a chara¢ter formed merély of the. 
amiable, without the eftimable ee ot ie 


man, & * 


It appears from vhs that we muft not 
place too. much truft in the fair appear-~ 


“ances, which a character may at firft ex- 
hibit. In judging of others, let us always — 
‘think the beft, and employ the fpirit of 


charity and candour. But in judging of 


~ ourfelves, we ought to be more fevere. ‘Let 


us remember him whom out Lord beheld, 


“and loved; sin who yet fell thort of the 


kingdom 


rd 


pee ae 
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kingdom of heaven. Let us not forget, 


that fomething moré than gentlenefs maa 


modefty, than’ complacency of temper and 


vaffability of manners, is requifite to form 


a worthy man of a true Chriftian, Toa 
high place in our efteem, thefe qualities are 
juktly entitled. They enter effentially into 
every good man’s charaéter. - They form 


* fome of its » moft favourable diftinGions. 


‘But they” conftitute ‘a patt of it; not the 
‘whole. Letius not, therefore, relt on them 


entirely, when we conceive an idea of what 


manner of perfons we ought to be. 


ES piety forni the bafis of tin and 
eftablithed virtue. If this be wanting,, 
the character cannot be found and entire. 


Moral virtue will always be endangered, 
often be overthrown, when it is feparated 
from its fureft fupport. Confidence in God, 
ftrengthened by faith in the great Redeemer 
of mankind, not only amidft the feveter 
trials of vi 





adds warmth and elevation to the’ affec~ 


tions. They whofe conduét is not animated : 
oy religious -principle, are deprived of the 
T4 | moft 


tue, gives conftancy to the mind; 
but, by nourithing the hope of immortality, 
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On Charatters of Imperfect Goodnefs. 


Sag. moft powerful incentive to worthy and 


honourable deeds. 

Let fuch difcipline, next, be Rtudied, as 
may form us to the active and manly vir- . 
tues. To natural good affections, we can 
never entirely truft our condu&t. Thefe, as 
has been fhewn, may fometimes be warped © 
into what ‘is wrong 5 and often will prove 
infufficient for carrying us rightly through 
all the duties of life. Good affections are © 
highly valuable; but they muft be fup- 


ported by fixed principles, cultivated in the 


underftanding, and rooted in thé heart. 
Habits muft be acquired of temperance 
and felf-denial, that we may be able to 
refift pleafure, and endure pain, when ei- 
ther of them interfere with our duty; that 
we may be prepared to make a facrifice of 
any worldly intereft, when the voice of 
God and -confcience demand it. Let us 
always remember, that withott fortitude 
of mind, there is no manhood : there can 
be no perfeverance in virtue, Let a facred 
and inviolable regard for truth reign in our 





whole Misi cicd - Let us be diftinguithed 
for fidelity to every promife we have made; 


“ond for sonflancy 4 in every worthy friend- 
| hhip 


Vo OL 
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“Ship we have formed.’ Let no weak com- 
plaifance, no undue regard to the opinions 
of men, ever make us betray the rights of 
confcience. What we have once, upon due 


-confideration, adopted as rules of condua, 


to thefe let us adhere unfhaken. How- 


ever the world may change around us, let | 


it find us the fame in profperity and adver- 
fity ; . faithful to God and virtue; faith- 


- ful to the convictions of our own heart. — 
‘What our lot in the world may be, is not 


ours to forefee or determine. But it is 
ours to refolve, that, whatever it {hall be, it 
fhall find us perfevering in one line of up- 
rigepels and honour, 

. ¥ : 

By fuch aiiolne, fuch attentions as thefe, 
we are to guard againft thofe failings, which 
are fometimes found to ftain the moft en- 
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fer nypeed 


gaging characters. Joining in proper union . 


the amiable and the eftimable qualities, by 
the one we fhall attraét the good; and by 
the other, command refpect from the bad. 
We hall both fecure our own integrity, 


and fhall exhibit to others a proper view 


of what virtue is, in its native grace “and 


ralehiye In ong part of our character, we 
fhall 
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SERM. fhall refemble the flower that {miles in 
~~ {pring; in another, the firmly rooted tree, 
. that. braves the winter ftorm. For, remem-=- 
ber we mutt, that there is a feafon of winter, 
as well as of {pring and fummer, in human 
life ; and it concerns us to be equally pre- 

pared for both, 


A HIGHER ee perfee example of 
Y fichi'a charaéter as I now recommend, can~ 
not be found, than what is prefented to us 
in the life of Jefus Chrif. In him we 
behold all that is gentle, united with all 
that is'refpeétable. * It is a remarkable -ex- 
- preffion, which the Apoftle Paul- employs 
concerning him; J befeech you by the meck- 
nels and genitlenef of Chrift*. Well might 
thefe qualities be fingled out, as thofe for 
which he was known and diftinguifhed. 
We fee him in his whole behaviour affable, 
courteous, and eafy of accefs, He converfed 
familiarly with all who prefented themfelves; 
and defpifed not the meaneft. With all the 
infirmities’ of his difciples he calmly bore ; 
and his rebukes were mild, when their pro- 
’ ‘vocations were great. He wept over. the 
* 2 Cons, fT. 
| calsrnilee 


wid On Charaéters rf Inperfett Goodne/s. 


calamities of his country, which perfecuted 
him ; ‘and apologifed and prayed for them 
‘who put him to death.’ Yet the fame Jefus 
‘we behold, awful in the ftridinefs of his vir- 
tue, inflexible in the caufe of truth ; un- 
complying with prevailing manners, doen 
‘he found them corrupt; fetting his face 
boldly again{t the hypocritical leaders of the 
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people ; ; overawed by none of -their threat- 


enings ; in the mott indignant terms re-— 


_ proving their vices and ftigmatifing their 
charaéters, We behold him gentle, with- 


out being tame; firm, without being ftern; © 


courageous, without being violent. Let this 


ynindd | bein us which was a Ufo in Fefus Chrift ;~ 


and we fhall attain to et both with 
God and with man, 


ee oe 
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On the SACRAMENT of the hana S SUR. 
PER, a8 a PREPARATION for’ DeaTu, 


‘ i a = . ‘ , 3 
[Preached at the Celebration of the Sacrament of the - 
* -Lord’s Supper. ] > 


- 
my 


\ 


a 


MATTHEW, xxvl. 29. 


But T fay unto you, I wrlP not rink emees 
forth of this fruit of the vine, until that 
day when I arink it new with you in Ria) 

+ 


Father's hingdom , ae 
SERM, TITH thefe Bi. of our Blefled Lord 
Lae . the Evangelift concludes his account 


of the inftitution of the ferament of the 
Supper. It is an inftitution which, folemn 
and venerable in itfelf, is rendered ftill more 

_ fo by the circumftances which accompanied . 
it. Our Lord had now, for about three 
years, continued to appear in his public 
character. 


On the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, ee. 
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character in the land of Judea. . He had, SERM. 


all along, been watched with a jealous eye, 
by his enemies; and the time was come, 
when they were to prevail againft him. A 
few friends he had, from ‘the beginning, 
feleGied, who, in every viciffitude of his 
ftate, Febnbnied faithfully attached to him. 
With thefe friends he was now meeting for 
the laft time on the very evening in which 
he was betrayed and feized. He perfedily 
' knew all that was to befalhim. He knew 
- that this was the laft meal i in which he was 
-to join with thofe who had been the com- 
panions of all his labours, the confidants of 
all his griefs 5 ; among whom he had paffed 
all the quiet and private moments of his life. 
He’ knew that within a few hours he was 


to be torn from this loved fociety, by a) 


band of ruffians; and by to-morrow, was 


to be publicly arraigned as a malefadtor, © 


With a heart melting with tendernefs, he 
{aid to the twelve apoftles, as he fat down 


with them at table, With defire I have defired . 


to eat this paffover with you before I fuffer *. 
And then, having gratified himfelf for the. 
laft time in their fociety, and having infti- 
8 Luke,xxii. 15. 
: tuted 
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On the Sacrament of the Lord’s Suppers ~~ 
tuted that commemoration of his death, - 
which was to continue in the Chriltian 
church until the end of ages; he took a {o- 
ema and affectionate farewell of his friends, 
in the words of the text ; [fay unto you, 
that I will not drink henceforth of this fruit 
of the vine, until that day when I drink it 
new with you in my Father's kingdom. 

As thefe words were aitned by our 


- Lord, in the ak Ce of his fufferings ; 


when preparing’ himfelf for death, and ~ 
looking forward to a future meeting with . 
his friends in heaven; let ps, under this. 
view, contider the facrament, which he 


~ chen inftituted, asa preparation for all the 
-fufferings of life, and, efpecially, a prepa- 


ration for death. It is fit and proper, that 


- fuch folemn profpeéts fhould enter into the 


fervice which we are this day to perform, 
We have no reafon to imagine, that they, 
will render it a gloomy fervice. A good 
and wife man. is often difpofed to look for- 
ward to the termination of lifes The num- 
ber of our days is determined by God ; and 
certainly it will not tend to fhorten their 


‘number, that we employ ourfelves in pre- 


paring for death. .On the contrary, while 
i ; our 


et asa a Preparetion for Death. 


a8y 


our days laft, it will tend to make us nas SERM. 


' them more comfortably; and. more wifely. 
Let us now then, as if for the laft time we 
“were to partake of this facrament, confider 
how it may ferve to prepare.“us for the 
dying hour. ors 


I. Ir is a high cai of all thofe dilpo- 


fitions and affeGtions, in which a good man 
would wifh to die.” He would furely with 
to leave this world, in. the fpirit of devo- 
tion towards God, and of fellowfhip and 
charity with yall his brethren on -earth. 
Now thefe are the very fentiments, which 


the «facrament of the. Lord’s Supper. in- 


fpires into. the heart of every pious com- 
municant. . It includes the higheft acts: of 
devotion of which human nature is ‘cas 
pable. It imports a’ lively fenfe of the in- 
finite mercies of heaven; of the gratitude 
we owe to that ‘God who, by the death of 
his Son, hath reftored the forfeited happi- 
nefs and hopes of the human race. It im- 
ports the confecration of the foul to God ; 


, the* entire. refignation of ourfelves, and all . 


our concerns, into his hands; as to the God 
whom we ferve and love; the guardian in 
oe 10 whom 
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On the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, | 


SERM. whom we confide. To thee, O Lord, do I lift 
| upmy foul. Iwill go'to the altar of Gad, to God 


my exceeding joy. I will come into thy houfe in 
the multitude of thy mercy ; and in thy fear, 
I will worfbip towards thy holy temple*, * 

Thefe devout affe€tions towards God are, — 
on this occafion, neceffarily accompanied 
with benevolent:difpofitions towards men. 
Our communion is not only with God, but 
with one another. -In this folemn fervice, 
the diftin@ion of ranks is abolifhed.° We — 
aflemble in common before our ‘great 
Lord, profeffing ourfelves to be all mem- 
bers of his family, and children of the 


fame Father. No feud, nor ftrife, nor en- 


mity, is permitted to approach the fa- 
cred table. All within that hallowed fpace 
breathes peace, and concord, and love. Jf 
thou bring thy sift to the altar, and there re= 
membereft that thy brother hath ought againft 
thee ; leave there thy gift before the altar, and 
go thy way ; firft be reconciled to th hy brother, . 
aud then come and offer thy gift }. “What can 
be more becoming men and Chriftians, 
than fuch Renacre ae of piety to the great 
Father of the univerfe; gratitude to the 
is Pfalm xl. 45 v. 7. + Matthew, v. 23, 24. 

; 3 merciful 


. as a Preparation. for Death. 


merciful Redeemer of mankind; and -cha- 
tity and forgivenefs towards all our bre- 
thren? Ys not this the temper in which a 
goodman would ‘with to live ; more efpe- 
cially is: not this ‘the frame of mind which 
will give both dignity and peace to his laft 
moments ?. How difcompofed and embit- 
tered will'thefe important moments prove, 
if, with a mind foured by the remembrance 
of unforgiven injuries, with a breaft rankled 
by enntity, with a-heart alienated’ from 
God, and! -infenfible. to. pees) one ved 
forced away from life?” 
/sCoNTEMPLAT bE theamanner inwwhich our 
Blefled Lord. died ; :which the fervice of this 
day brings particularly into your: view. 
You behold him; amidft the extremity.of 
pain,.calm and coileéed within ‘him({clf ; 
poflefing his f{pirit with all the ferenity 
which fublime devotion and exalted bene- 
volence infpire. You hear him,. firk, la- 
menting the fate of his unhappy ‘country ; 
next, when: he was faftened to the crofs, 
addrefling words of confolation to his af 
flicted parent ; and, laftly, fending up pray- 
é ers mixed with compaffionate apologies for 
Vor. III. U thofe 
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thofe who were fhedding his blood. After 
all thofe exercifes of charity, you behold 
him, in an aét of devout. adoration and 
truft, refigning his breath : Father, into thy. 
hands, I commend my fpirit.—Can any death 
be pronounced unhappy, how diftrefsful fo- _ 
ever its circumftances may be, which, is 


thus fupported and dignified? What could 


we with for more in our laft moments, than 
with this peaceful frame of mind, this 
calm of all the affedtions, this exaltation _ 
of heart towards God, this diffufion of be- 
nevolence towards men, to bid adieu to the ~ 
world ? | 
If, in fuch a {pirit as this, we would all _ 
with to die, let us think that now is the 
time to prepare for it, by feafonably cul- 
tivating this fpirit while we live; by im-_ 
bibing, in particular, from the holy fa- 
crament, thofe difpofitions and affections 
which we would wifh to poffefs at our 
lateft period. It is altogether vain to ima-_ 
gine that when the hour of death ap- 
proaches, we {hall be able to form.our- 
felves into the frame of mind which is then 
moft proper and decent.. Amidft the ftrug- 
gles of nature, and under the load of fick- 
} nefs 


as a Preparation for Death. 


nefs or pain, it is not time for Pets ani 
exertions to be made, or for new reform- 
ations to be begun. Sw/ficient, and. more 
than fufficient, for that day is the evil there- 
of. . It will be too Jate to affume then the 
hero, or the faint, if we have been totally 
a 4 with. the charaéter before. - 
The fentiments we would difplay, and the 
language | we would utter, will be alien and 
ftrange to US. They will be forced and 


foreign to the heart. It is only in confe- | 


quence of habits acquired in former and 
better days, that a temper of piety and 
charity can ‘grow up into fuch ftrength as 
to confer peace and magnanimity on the 
concluding hours of life. Peculiarly fa- 
vourable to the acquifition of fuch a tem- 
per, are the devotions of this day. In this 
view, let us perform them; and ftudy to 
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be, at the table of the Lord, what we would | 


wifh to be when the fummons of death fhall 
come. , ' 


Tr. rHys facrament becomes a prepara~ 
tion for death, by laying a -foundation for 
peace with God. What is important at 
the clofe of life, is not only the temper in 
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which we leave the world, but the fituation - 


in which we ftand with refpe& to that 
great Judge before whom we are about to 
appear. This view of our. fituation is apt 
to efeape us during the ordinary courfe of 


life. Oren pied with the affairs and con-— 


cerns of this world ; flattered by thofe illu- 
five colours of innocence and virtue, in 
which felf-love. drefles up our character, 
apprehenfions of guilt create little uneafi- 
nefs to the multitude of men. But, om the 
approach of death, their ideas change. “As 
the inquifition of the Supreme Judge draws 
nigh, remerabered tranfgreffons: crowd 
upon the mind. Guilt Beinieel ftrongly. 
realized to the imagination ; and alarms, 
before unknown, begin to arife. Hence 
that anxiety. in the profpec of a future in- 
vifible world, which is fo often feen to attend 
the bed of death. Hence thofe various me- 
thods which fuperftition has devifed for 
quieting this anxiety ; the trembling mind 
eagerly grafping every feeble plank on 
which it can lay hold, and flying for proe 


tection to the moft unavailing aid. The. 


ftouteft fpirits have been then known to 


bend ; thy proudeft hearts to be humbled. 


They 
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They who are now moft thoughtlefs about sERM. ’ 
their fpiritual concerns, may, perhaps, be =e ; 
in this ftate before they die. ieee 
_ The difpenfation of grace difcovered in 
the gofpel, affords the only remedy againft 
thofe terrors, by the promife of pardon, ex- 
tended tothe penitent, through the merits 
of our Lord Jefus Chrift. It isthe very 
effence of this facrament, to exhibit this 
promifed grace to mankind; My body which 
was broken for you ; my blood /hed for many 
Sor the remiffion of fins. Here fhines from 
above, the ray of hope. Divine juftice, we | 
are aflured, is not inexorable. Divine mercy 
is acceffible tovall who believe and repent. 
The participation of this facrament, there- 
fore,| naturally imparts comfort to the 
worthy communicant; as it fuppofes, on 
his part, a cordial compliance with thofe 
terms, on which’ pardon is offered_ by the 
golpel to mankind. 

I méan not to fay, that the participation 
of this facrament, how pious and proper 
-foever our difpofitions at that time may be, 
‘is, of itfelf, fafficient to enfure us of com- 
fortat death. It were unwarrantable to 
flatter Chriftians with hopes to this-extent. 
paths Wa: No 
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sERM. No fingle ad of the moft fervent: devotion 


XV. 


can afford aflured hopes of peace with Hea- 
ven, until thefe hopes be confirmed. by the 
fucceeding tenor of a good life.. But what 
may fafely be afferted is, that. communicat- 
ing in a,proper,manner makes way. for 
fuch hopes. . It is.an introduction to that 
ftate of reconciliation with God, which will 
give you peace in death. It is the begin- 
ning of a good courle, which, if duly,pur- 
fued, will:make your latter end bleffed. It 
is the entrance. of the path of the jufi; the 
morning,of that ght, «hich. /himethomore 
and more-unto the perfec day. For this holy 
facramentiis a profeifed renunciation of the 
vices and corruptions,.of the, world. It is 
a profeffed ,dereliQtion.of former evil ha- 
bits; a folemn return, on our)part, to God 
and virtue, under the firm, truft, that God 
will, through Jefus Chrift, thew .mercy to. 
the frailties of the penitent. If you conti- 


nue to fupport the, chara¢ter which you 


this day aflume, the invifible world will no 
longer .prefent, to. you, a fcene of terrors. 
You will be comforted with, the), view, of 
goodnefs and .compaffion, as predominant 
in the adminiftration of the univerfe..» After:. 

5 | having * 
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having finifhed a virtuous courfe, you will SERM. 


be able to look» up to that: God’ whom 
you have worfhipped, and to fay, J know 
in whom I have trufted. Though I walk 
through the valley of the foadow of deata, I 
will fear no evil; for thou art with me. bk 
rod and es Saf. ‘fhall weir ati me. 


TL Tats facrament prepares us for a 
happy death, by ftrengthening the con- 
nexion ' betwéen Chriftians and Chritt: their 
Saviour. This is a connexion which, in 
various ways, redounds to their “benefit ; 
and will be found particularly eonfolatory 
at the hour of death. The awful Majefty 
of Heaven'is in danger of overwhelming 
the mind, in the feeble moments of depart- 
ing life. The reverence it infpires is min- 
gled ‘with fenfations of dread, which might 
be too ftrong for us then to bear. When 
we look up to it, through a Mediator and 
Interceffor, that Majefty affumes a milder 
afpect, and appears to invite our approach. 
Whatever, ‘therefore, forms a connexion 
with this great’ Mediator, this powerful 
friend and patron of the human race, muft 
he moft‘defirable to every one, efpecially to 
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the dying man. - Now, re facrament unites 
us clofely with him.» It is the oath of 
our allegiance. It is the a&t of enlifting 
ourfelves under the banner of this Divine 
Leader. OF courfe it ftrengthens our faith 
in him, as our guide through life, and our 
guardian and protector:in death. | It gives 
us a title to look up to him, under the 
confidence of that reciprocal engagement, 
which fidelity,.om the one hand is always 
underftood: to raplys -Of | arise on the 
other. :: . 

_ His participation ss our nature peae res 
a degree of encouragement, which we could 
derive from) no being altogether celeftial, 
how gracious or benign foever. In our 
utmoft extremity, we can have recourfe:to 
his fympathifing aid, who had! experience 
both of the- diftreflés of lifey.and: of the 


- terrors of death. We. behold in. the text, 


with what firm tranquillity he looked for- 
ward. to his approaching fufferings. » Sin- 
cere attachment to.our greatsMaftet; may 
be expected to infufe (into us| fome- degree 
of the fame happy compofition of mind. It 
is.owing to our lofing out of view this peér- 
fe& model; to. our following. the crowd, 

and 
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and \adopting. the common fpirit of the sERM. 


world that we become mean-fpirited and 
bafe; fervilely attached to life, and afraid 
tordie. Did we, according to our engage- 


ments at the Lord’s table, keep our eye - 


fixed on our Divine Leader, and ftudy to 
follow his: fteps, a» portion of his. fpirit 
would defcend uponjus) at the hour of 
death. It'would: be+as the mantle of Eli- 
jah, falling on a chofen difeiple: and would 
enable us, as it did Elitha of old, to {mite 
and ‘divide the waters. We believe our 
Saviour now'to rule in the world of fpirits. 





The grave, therefore, bars not his followers | 


from accefs'to him. In the grave; for our 
fake, he once lay down, that she might 
difpel the gloom: which: appears to us’ to 
cover that formidable manfion: ‘In a fhort 
time, he rofe from it, in order to-affure us, 
--that'the dark and narrow houfe was not'to 
confine ' his -followers for ever... By his 
death, He! ‘conquered death, and him that 
had the power of it; and his voice to us 
is) Becaufe I live, ye fall live alfo.. Hence, 
as long as we preferve that attachment to 
him which we this day profefs, we are fur- 
nifhed with a variety of confiderations pro- 
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SERM. per for fupporting us in the profpeét of our 
Bh le diffolution. This leads me to obferve, © 


. IV. Tuar the facrament of which -we 
are to partake, prepares us for death, by 
confirming and enlivening our hope’of im- 
mortality. In this facrament, my friends, 
you ‘act for both worlds. As inhabitants 
-of the earth, you are on this day to look 
forward, with care, to your future beha- 
viour in it. For you are not, by any means, 
difengaging yourfelves totally from this life 
and its concerns. On the ‘contrary, you 
are forming, and even ftrengthening, thofe 
connexions, which virtue requires you ‘to 
maintain with your friends and fellow-crea- 
tures around: you. At the fame time, 
you are not to.confider yourfelvesas citizens 
of earth only, but alfo as citizens of heaven, 
You are to recognize, on this occafion, 
your relation to a higher/and better country, 
with which you are connected by the moft 
facred ties; and from which you derive 
thofe comforts and hopes. that will. both 
purify your life, and render. your death 
happy. The facrament of the fupper is, in 
this view, an afcent of the mind above ter- 
reftrial 
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reftrial things... At the Lord’s table we SERM. 


affociate ourfelves, in fome degree, with 
{pirits of a more exalted order. We declare, 
that we are tending towards their fociety; 
‘and have fixed our final reft within the veil. 
_ ‘Fhis view of the inftitution, fo comfortable 
to the laft period of life, is plainly given us 
in the words of the text. For it is worthy 
of particular obfervation, that, as foon as 
our Lord had inftituted this facrament,. he 
firaightway leads the thoughts of his dif- 
ciples to a fate of future exiftence.. Em- 
ploying that metaphorical ftyle, which the 
occafion naturally fuggefted, he tells them; 
that though he was not henceforth to drink 
of the fruit of the vine on earth, yet a day 
was coming, when he was. again to drink 
it ith them; to drink it; zm bis Father's 
kingdom. Two diftin® ideas are, in thefe 
words, prefented)to us. - One is, the abode 
into which our Saviour was to remove ; Ais 
Father's kingdom. The other, the fociety 
which he was there to enjoy; with you in 
my Father's kingdom. 'Thefe'correfpond to 
the two views under which death is moft 


formidable to men; both of which he in-. 


tended to banithy by the inftitution of this 
| facra- 


mn peace 


> 
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facrament ; firft, that death is a tranfition to 
a new and unknown world;.and next, that 


itis a final feparation from all the friends 


whom we have loved on earth. 


3 . 


First; if death terminates our exiftence 


here, the abode to which it tranflates the 


faithful followers of Chrift, is the kingdom 
of his Father. The inftitution of this 
facrament difpels all the gloomy ideas of 
annihilation, of non-exiftence, of total 
darknefs, which our imagination is ready 
to affociate with the grave. We are here 
aflured, that to good men, death is not the 
clofe of being, but a change-of ftate ; a re- 
moval, from a diftant and obfcure province 
of the univerfe, into the city of God, the 
chief feat of their Father’s kingdom. They 
have every reafon to believe, that the objects 
which are to meet them there, how new 
and unknown foever, fhall all be propitious 
and friendly. For into the kingdom of his 
Father, their Lord has declared that, he is 
entered as their forerunner. I go to my 
Father, and your Father; to my God, and 
your God. In’ my Father's houfe are many 
manfions, I goto prepare a place for you. I 

| will 
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s 


me tep | 


will come again and receive you to myfelf, SERM. 


that where Tam, there ye may be alfo. Whar **-_, 


reafonings, what fpeculations, can’ have 
power to impart fo much peace to the dying 
man, asia promife fo dire&t and explicit, 
coming from him, who.is truth itfelf, and 
cannot >lie. if it were not fo, I would 
have told you*. The ‘profpect becomes 
' ftill more ahiwebliges and: telieving, when we 
include | iP ot 

Tue. other ‘circimftances* mentioned. in 
the text; the fociety to-be enjoyed in that 
future ftate-of being. With you I fall 
drink of the fruit of the vine in my Father's 
kingdom. In how amiable a light does our 
Saviour here appear, looking forward to a 
future re-union with thofe beloved friends, 
whom he was now leaving, as to a circum- 
ftance which fhould increafe both his own 
felicity and theirs, when they met again in 
a happier world! » Thus in the moft affec- 
tionate manner, cheering their drooping and 
dejected) {pirits; and by a’fimilar profpect 
providing for the comfort of his followers 


* John, xiv. 2. 
in 
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in future generations, when they fhould) sa . 
about to leave the world. 
_The expreffions in the text thinly ii 
geft a joyful intercourfe among friends, who 
had been feparated by death, and: therefore 
feem to give much confirmation, ‘to what 
has always been a favourite hope of good» 
men; that friends fhall know and recognife ' 
each other, and renew their former ®con- 
nexions, in a future ftate of exiftence: How’ 
many pleating profpects does fuch an inti- © 
mation open tothe mind! How'much ‘does - 
it tend to compenfate the vanity of life, and” 
to mitigate the forrows of death! For'it'is 
not to be'denied, that one of the moft bitter 


_circumftances attending death’ is, the final” 


feparation from beloved friends. This is’ 
apt equally to wring the hearts of the dying, 
and the furviving ; and it is ’an’anguifh’ of 
that fort, which defcends moft deeply into: 
the virtuous and worthy: breaft. When 
furrounded with an affectionate family, and 
weeping friends, a good man is ‘taking his 
laft adieu of all whom he’ held’ moft' dear 
on earth; when, with a feeble ‘voice, he is 
giving them his Lyi St before he leaves ~ 

then ~ 
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them for ever; when, for the laft time, he sERM 


beholds the countenance, he touches the 
hand, he hears the voice, of the perfon 
neareft his heart ; who could bear this bit- 
ternefs of grief, if no fupport were to be 
miniftered by religious hope ? if there were 
no voice to whifper to our fpirits, that here- 


after we, and thofe whom we love, fhall . 


meet again in a more blifsful land ?—— 
What higher view can poffibly be given, 
of the benefit redounding from this divine 
inftitution, than its affording us.confolation 
in fuch fituations of extreme diftrefs, by 
realifing to our fouls the belief of an im- 
mortal ftate, in which. all the virtuous ‘and 
worthy fhall be re-united in the prefence of 
their common Lord? 


Tuus I have fet before you many con~ 
fiderations, arifing from the facrament of 
our Lord’s fupper, which render it a proper 
preparation not only for a good life, but 
for.a comfortable and happy death. ‘The 


XV. 
eyed 


great improvement to be made of the fub- — 


ject is, to bring to the altar of God fuch, 


difpofitions of heart, as may give us ground 


to hope for this bleffed effect. Let us ap- — 


proach 
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SERM. proach to the facrament with the fame’ fes 
piece -rioufnefs of frame, as if it were the laft time 
" We were ever to partake of it; as if we were 
‘now making provifion for a ‘journey to that 
land whence ‘none return ; as\ if -we were 
never to drink, in this mannery* of the fruit 
of the vine; until that day when ave drinkit 
with thofe whom we ‘have loved iz our 
Father's kingdom. God only knows to 
whom this may be “te fpoken! God knows 
who, of this aflembly, fhall never have op2 
portunity to ‘approach again to the facred 
table, and to meet with their brethren; on 
fuch an occafion, in the courts of the Lord’s 
houfe !—Whatever our doom is to be,’ whe 
ther we are appointed for life’ or for death, 
fuch is the frame of mind which ‘now bef . 
‘becomes, and will moft i improve us in par- 
taking of the holy ee pe ne 


1 bet) | 
: ‘ 





Let me caution you, before I conclude, 
againft judging of the propriety of your'dif 
pofition in this folemn a& of worthip, folely | 
by the warmth of your ‘affections and the 
fervour of your devotion. This ftate of 
heart, how defirable foever it may be, can- ° 

| not be at all times poffefled. It depends, in 
10 fome 
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fome meafure on natural fenfibility. All 
are not equally endowed»with warm and 
tender feelings. Even they who are fufcep- 


tible of the higheft degrees of pious and . 


virtuous fenfibility, cannot, on every occa- 
fion, command that happy temperatute of 


mind. Weare not, therefore, to judge un- 


favourably of ourfelves, if this be not always 
the privilege of our devotions. It is chiefly 
afedate and compofed frame of fpirit, that 
we muft ftudy to cultivate; arifing from 
grave and fober thoughts ; from ferious and 
penitent recollection of paft errors; from 
’ good purpofes for the future; and from a 
deep fenfe of the approaching events of death 
and. immortality. -Penetrated with fuch dif- 
pofitions, you have ground to come to the 
altar of God with humble truft and joy; 
under the belief, that you are approaching, 
through the great Redeemer, to that mer- 
ciful Creator, to whom, im the high and 
holy place of eternity, the devout afpirations 
of his fervants on earth are ever acceptable 
and RRA 
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§ CORINTHEANS, Vil. ZI. 
—They that ufe this World, as not abufing it.— 


M. PHE world is always reprefented im 
Scripture as the great fcene of trial 

to a Chriftian. It fets before him a variety 
of duties, which are incumbent on him to ~ 
perform ; and at the fame time,. furrounds 
him with many dangers, againft which he 
has to guard. ‘Fhe part which is proper 
for him to a&, may be comprifed in thefe 
two expreflive words of the text ; u/ing the 
world, and not abufing it; the fignificancy 
and extent of which, I propofe now ta 
explain. The fubje& is of the higher im- 
portance, as in the world we muft live ; 
and according as we ufe,.or abufe it, it will 
prove 


On the te and Abufe of the World. 


foe. 

It is natural to begin with obferving, 
that the Chriftian is here fuppofed to w/é 
the world ; by which we muft certainly un- 
derftand the Apoftle to mean, maintaining 
intercourfe and connection with the world; 
living in it, as one of the members of nee 
man fociety : ; afluming that rank which 
belongs to his ftation. ‘No one can be faid 
to w/e the world who lives not thus. Hence 
it follows, that fequeftration from the world 
is no part of Chriftian duty ; and it appears 
ftrange, that even among thofe who approve 
hot of monaftic confinemient, feclufion from 
the pleafures of fociety fhould have been 
fometimes confidered, as belonging to the 


charaéter of a religious man. They have 


been’ fuppofed to be the beft fervants of 
God, who, confecrating their time to the 
egcieties of devotion, mingle leaft in the 
ordinary cornmerce of the world ; and efpe- 
cially who abftain moft iblaly from’ all 
that has the appearatice of amufement. But 
how pious and fincere foever the. inten- 
tions of fuch perfons may be, they certainly 
take not the propereft method, either for 

x2 improving 


BF 
; 
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prove either our friend or our gteateft SERM. 
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saat 
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SERM. improving themfelyes, or for advancing 
ke religion among others. For, this is not 


ufing the world, but relinquifhing it. In- 
ftead of making the ight of a good example 
fhine with ufeful fplendour throughout the 
circle of fociety, they confine it within a 


‘narrow compafs. According to the meta- 


phor employed by our Saviour, after the 
candle is lighted, they put it under a bufbel. 


Inftead of ‘Yecommending religion to the 


world, they exhibit it under the forbidding 
afpect of unneceflary aufterity. Inftead of 
employing their influence to regulate and 
temper the pleafures of the world, by a 
moderate participation of thofe that are 
innocent, they deliver up all the entertain- 


‘ments of aaa) into the hands of the loofe 
and giddy. 


The various dangers which the world 
préfents to one who is defirous of main- 
taining his piety and integrity, have given 
rife to this ferupulous caution concerning 
the 'ufe of the world; and, fo far, the prin- 
ciple: i is commendable. But we muft re- 
member, that the Virtue of a Chriftian is to 
be fhown, in furmounting dangers’ which 
he is called to encounter. Into the poft of 

danger 
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3°9 


danger we were ordered by Providence, SERM. 


when we were brought into this world. 
We were placed as foldiers, on the field of 
battle. It is there that our fidelity to our 
great commander muft appear. The moft 


fignal virtues which adorn and improve the 


human charaéter, are difplayed in active 
life. There, the ftrength of the mind is 


brought forth and put to the teft. There, 


all the amiable difpofitions of the heart find 
their proper exercife: humanity is culti- 
vated ; patience, fortitude, and felf-denial, 


come forward in all their forms; and the’ 


light of good men’s works fo fhine before 
others as to lead them to glorify their Fa- 
ther which is in heaven. 

It may be affumed, therefore, as a prin- 
ciple juftified by the text, and by the whole 
{train of Scripture, that to w/é, and in a cer- 
tain degree to enjoy, the world, is alto- 
gether confiftent. with religion. According 
to the rank which men poffefs in fociety, 
according to their age, their employment, 
and conneétions, their intercourfe with the 
world will be more or lefs extended. In 
private life, they ufe the world with pro- 
pricty, who are active and induftrious in 
3 X 3 their 
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SE RM. their callings; juft and upright in their 
wes ‘dealings; fober, contented, and cheerful in 


their tation. When the circumftances of 
men. allow them a wider command of the 


_ enjoyments of the world, of thofe enjoy- 
ments they may freely partake, within the 


bounds of temperance, moderation, and de- 
cency. The higheft fituations of rank and 
opulence ought to be diftinguifhed by dig- 
nity of character ; by extenfive beneficence, 
ufefulnefs, and public fpirit; by. magnifi- 
cence, without oftentation, and. generous 
hofpitality, without profufion. 


We. fhall have a clearer, view of the pro- 


per ufe of the world, when we contraft it 
with that abufe of the world, which we too 
often obferve. ‘Thofe abufes manifeft them- 
felves in various forms ; but in general may 
be clafled under three great heads, 


_ I. Tuey, are abufers of the world, who 
intemperately give themfelves up to. its 
pleafures, and lead a life of licentioufnefs, 
riot, and diffipation, Amidft the wealth 
and luxury of the prefent age, it will be 
admitted, that perfons of this defcription 
are not unfrequent, who, being opulent: in 

fortune, 


> 
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fortune, and perhaps high in rank, think sERM. 
themfelves entitled to pafs their days in a ; 
_carelefs manner, without any other: obje& 
in view, than the gratification of their fenfes 
and paffions. It thall be granted, that they _ 
are not obliged to that exact ceconomy and 
attention in their manner of living, which 
the ftate of fortune may require of others. 
Gaiety, fhall be permitted to them ; change — 
of fcene, and variety of amufements. But 
jet them not forget that as men and mem- 
bers of fociety, not to fay profeffors of the 
Chriftian faith, they are bound to ftop fhort 
in their career of pleafure, as foon as it 
becomes difgraceful to themfelves and hurt- 
ful to the world. By the train of life 
which they lead, they defeat every purpofe 
for which Providence beftowed on them the 
bleffings of profperity. ‘They fink every 
talent which they poffefs, into ufelefs infig- 
nificancy. They corrupt the public man- 
ners by their example, and diffufe among 
others the fpirit of extravagance and folly. 
They behave in a manner altogether un- 
fuitable to the condition of the world in 
which we live; where we are expofed to 
fo much change, furrounded with fo much 
xX 4 diftrefs, 
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SERM. diftrefs, and daily behold fo many affecting 
ob f{eenes,'as ought t ken fe flec~ 
tenes ; ght to awaken ferious reflec- 


tion, and chaften diflolute mirth. 

With indignant eyes, the fober and think- 
ing part of mankind view the luxury and 
sigh of thofe abufers of the world. ‘To them 
are owing the difcontents of the poor, their 
difaffe€tion to their fuperiors, their prone- 
nefs to difturb the peace of the world. 
When the poor behold wealth properly 
ufed, they look up with refpe& to them — 
who poflefs it. They reft contented in 
their flation, and blefs the juft and the 
generous, from whofe munificence they re- 
ceive employment and reward. But when 


_ they behold thofe men of pleafure diffi- 


pating, in vice and folly, the fortune which 
their forefathers had honourably earned ; 
when they behold them oppreffing all their 
dependents merely that they. may revel in 
Juxurious extravagance, then their. hearts 
{well within them; with murmurs of ful. 
len grief, they eye their own, mean habita- 
tion and needy family ; and become pre- 
pared for robbery, tumult, fedition, and 
every evil work, 


The 
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so'The «conduc! ofo:fuch abufers of the seem 


world isnot only pernicious’ to’ the wel- 
fare of fociety, sand ‘to ‘the ‘interefts: -of 
virtue 5 it is equally ruinous to 'themfelves. 
Iefhall not infift on the lofs of reputation, 


the! wafte of fortune; the broken? health, - 


and debilitated frame, which ‘are the well- 
known ‘confequences ofa life of intempe- 
rate ~pleafures I fhall not ‘recount ‘all the 
better’ and!smore fubftantial) enjoyments 
which they forfeit: “Amidft the turbulence 
of rtioty-andotheofumes of intoxication, °un- 
known: to them! are-the ‘rational 'entertain- 
ments of regular life ; the enjoyment of the 
facevof nature; «the pleafures of knowledge, 
afid) an: improved “mind: the ‘pleafures of 
private friendfhip, and -domeftic: fociety ; 
the*confciousfatisfadion which accompa- 
nies honourable labours, and the juftly ac- 
quired efteem of thofe who furround them. 
All>thefe they have: thrown away; and in 
theiro room ‘have’ fubftituted,’' what they 
think more‘high and vivid pleafures.. But 


ea a 


of what) nature are thofe pleafures?» Even » 


in laughter the heart is forrowful, and ibe 
end of that mirth is le 


* Prov, xiv, 13. 


At 
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SERM. At the bottom of the hearts of all men, 
wae. there lies a fecret fenfe of propriety, virtue, 
and honour. This fenfe may be fo far blunt- 
ed, as to lofe its influence in guiding men to 
what is right, while yet it retains its power 
of making them feel that they are ating’ 
wrong. Hence remorfe often gnaws the 
heart, which affects to appear light and gay 
before the eworld. Among the crowd of 
amufements, the voluptuary may endeavour 
to ftifle his uncafinefs; but through all his 
defences it will penetrate. A confcious 
fenfe of his own infignificance, when he 
fees others diftinguifhed for ating a manly 
and worthy part; refleion on the time 
he has watted, and the contempt he hag 
incurred; the galling remembrance of his 
earlier and better days, when he gave’ the 
fair promife of — accomplifhments, which 
now are blafted; have frequently been found 
to fadden the feftive hour. The noife of 
merriment may be heard; but heavinefs 
lies at the heart. While the tabret and the 
viol play, a’ melancholy voice founds in 
his ears. The wafted eftate, the neglected 
halls, and ruined manfions of his father, rife 
to view. The angry countenances of his 
friends 
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friends feem to ftare him in the face. _ A 
hand appears to come forth on the wall 
and to write his doom, 
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Retreat, then, from your dithahoura bls . 
courfes, ye who by licentioufnefs, extra- _ 


vagance, and vice, are abufers of the world! : 


You are degrading, you are ruining your- 


felves. You are grofsly mifemploying the 


gifts of God; and the giver will not fail to 
punifh. Awake to the purfuits of men of 
virtue and honour. Break Joofe from that 
magic circle, within which you are at pre- 
fent held. Reject the poifoned cup which 
the enchantrefs Pleafure holds up to your 
lips. Draw afide the veil which fhe throws 
ever your eyes. You will then fee other 
objects than you now behold, You will 
fee a dark abyfs opening below your feet, 


You will fee virtue and temperance mark- — 


ing out the road, which conducts to true 
felicity, You will be enabled to difcern, that 
the world is enjoyed to advantage, by none 
but fuch as follow thofe divine guides ; and 
who confider pleafure as the feafoning, but 
not as the bufinefs, of life. | 


Tl. Tue world is abufed, not only by an 
intemperate purfuit of its pleafures, but by 
2 : a fordid 
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 SERM. -a fordid attachment to its gains. This re= 
Ris {pects a fet of men. of very different de- 


{cription from the former, more decent in 
their carriage, and lefs flagrant in their — 


“vices 5: but corrupted by the world in no’ 
lefs a degree. For the world is often abufed 


by the men of bufinefs, as much as by the 
men of pleafure. When worldly fuccefs 
becomes the fole object of their life; when 


the accumulation of fortune fo engroffes 


them as to harden their heart againft every 


_ feeling of moral obligation ; when it ren- 


ders them infenfible to the calls of affec- 
tion, and to the impreflions of piety and 


religion; they then come under the clafs 


of the covetous, whom, it is faid, the Lord 
abborreth*.. / 

. The world, with its advantages, is a 
lawful ate of purfuit to a Chriftian. 
He may feek, by fair induftry, to ren- 
der his circumftances affluent. Without 
reproof, he may aim at diftin€tion and 
confideration in the world... He may be- 
ftow a confiderable portion of his time and 
attention. on the fuccefsful management of 
his worldly intereft. All this is within the 


* Phim x. 3. ei 
imits 
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limits of that allowable ufe of eis world, to SERM. 


which religion gives its fan@ion. But to 
a wife and good man, the world is only a 


fecondary obje&t. He remembers there is — 
an eternity beyond it. His care is, not 
merely to amafs and poflefs, but to ufe his. 
poffeffions well, as one who is accountable . 


to God. He is not a flave, cither to the 
hopes, or the fears, of the world. He would 
rather forfeit any prefent advantage, than 


obtain it at the expence of- violating the ~ 


divine law, or negle@ting his duty. This is 
ufing the world like a good man. This is 
living in it, asia fubject of God, and a 
member of the great community of man- 
kind. To fuch'a man, riches are a blefling. 
He may enjoy them with magnificence, 
but’he will ufe them with liberality. They 
open a wide field to the exercife of his 
virtue, and allow it to fhine with diffufive 
luftre. . thee, 

Very oppofite to div: is rie, PiaxaGiee of 
the worldly-minded. To them, the mere 
attainment of earthly pofleffions is an ulti- 
_ mate aim. They cannot be faid to w/e the 
world ; for, to poflefs, not to ufe or enjoy, 
is their obje&. They are emphatically faid 
in Scripture, to load themfelves with thick 

clay. 
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‘clay*. Some fort of apology may be framed 
for them who feek to extraét from the 
world, pleafure of one kind or other. But 


for thofe who know no pleafure, farther 


‘than adding boufe to houfe, and field to field, 


and calling them: their own, it is hardly 


poflible to frame any apology. Such pers 


_ fons are idolaters ’ of the worft kind; for 
they have made ‘the world ‘their God. 
They daily worthip and bow down before 


_ fortune. 


it; and hold nothing to be mean or bafe, 
sini can promote the enlargement of their 
-He is an abufer of the world; 
let his poflefion of it be ever fo ample, 
who knows nothing higher than the gains 
of the world. He is an abufer of the world; 
who facrifices probity, virtue, or humanity, 





_ to its interefts)s He is an abufer of the 


world, who cannot occafionally retreat from 
it, to confider what character he beats if 
the fight of God; and to what iffue his 
conduc will bring him at laft. In a word, 
the world is then properly ufed, when it is 
generoufly and beneficially enjoyed; neither 
hoarded up by ee nor fquandered by 
oftentation. 


MTaakwok, i. 6, 
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Ill. THE world is abufed, by thofe who SERM. 
employ its advantages to the injury or op- A ae 
preffion of their brethren. Under this clafs 
are included the worft and’ moft criminal 
abufers of the world; who turn againft — 
their fellow-creatures, thofe advantages 
with which it has pleafed Heaven to diftins 
guifh them. It is a clafs which compre- 
hends the fovereign who tyrannifes over 
his people; the great man who depreffes 
his dependents ; the mafter who is cruel to’ 
his fervants; every one, in fine, who ren+ 
ders his fuperiority of any kind, whether of 
wealth or power, unneéceflarily grievous to 
thofe who are his inferiors: Whofe fuper-. 
eilioufnefs dejedts the modeft ; whofe info- 
lence tramples on the poor; whofe rigour 
makes the widow and the orphan weep. 
Perfons of this character, while thus abufing 
the advantages of the world, may, for a 
while, enjoy their triumph. | But let them 
not think their triumph is always to laft. 
Their turn fhall come to be humbled as 
low as thofe whom they now opprefs. For 
there is a vigilant eye in the heavens, at- 
tentive to obferve their procedure. There is 
an impartial ear which liftens to every juft 

complaint 
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Sees complaint, preferred againft them... There 
a is. an irrefiftible arm, ftretched over. their 
eee headsy:whofe weight, they. fhall..one. day 
feel. -The.fovereign of the univerfe cha- 
radterifes himfelf in the facred writings, as 
peculiarly an adverfary to the infolent» and. 
haughty. For the oppreffion of the poor, for 
the fighing of the. needy, now will L arifesfaith 
the Lord ; J avillifet. him in fafety from him 
that puffeth at him®*. Iwill come near to you* 
in judgment; ‘and Iwill be a Swift witnefs 
againf? thofe that. oppre/s the hirelingun bis 
wages, the widow, and the fatherlefi; and» 
that turn afide the frranger from his ‘right +. 
He that opprefeth the poor reproacheth bis 
Maker t. «The Lord will plead their caufe $ : 
and fpoil the foul of thofe that fpoiled them §. 
After hearing’ thefe awful words, is*it \ 
not ftrangeyO men, at once infatuated*and 
cruel! that you cannot ufe the world with= 
out abufingsit to the diftrefs of your bre- 
thren?\Even fuppofing. no punifhment'to 
be threatened, no,arm \to..be lifted» up 
againft you,\is there nothing within you~ 
_ that relents at the. circimftances. of thofe 
ao 
* Pialm xu. "9 © + Malachi, iii, 5. 
+ .Pwov, xiv. gt. <5 2a Prov. xxii. 23. 
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below you in the world? Is it not enough, 
that; they fuffer their own hard. fate, with- 
out its. being aggravated, by your feverity 
and oppreflion ?. Why muft the aged, the 


poor and the friendlefs, tremble at, your 
greatnefs?..Cannot you be happy, unlefs 
you make them*eat their fcanty morfel in 


bitternefs of heart?) You happy !—profane 
not the word—what. is fuch happinefs as 
yours, compared with that of him. who 
could fay, When the ear heard me, then it 
bleed me; and when the eye faw me it gave 


witne/s to me; becaufe I delivered the poor 


that cried, and the fatherle/s, and him that 
had none ta help him: Lf was a-father to the 
poor, . The blefing of him that was ready to 
perifh came upon me; and I caufed the widow’ s 
heart.to fing for joy. » How. properly, did 
fuch,a man. x/é the. soe and with) ;what 
jut honour. did he flourith in, it! Unto me 
MEN Zave ear ; they kept jilence ; and waited 
for my counfels.,The prince/s refrained talking. 
The aged rofz and flood up... My root was 
Spread out by the waters, and. thedew lay 
upon. my branch, Not only. unknown to 


* Job, xxix. 11—16. ‘. 


got 


SERM. 
XVI. 


Vou. Il. yi you 


322 


On the Ufe and Abuferofthe World. 


SERM. ‘you are fuch pleafures of virtuous profpe- 
XV 


& a 


“rity? but even previous to prepared’ pu- 


‘nifhment, be affuréd, that remorfe*is “ap- 
‘proaching: to wring your hearts. Of the 


“world, which you now ‘abufe, in a ‘fhort 


time’ nothing fhall-remain, but the horror 
arifiig from remembered ‘crimes The 
wages: you have detained, >the wealth’ you 
fave: fqueezed! frém the needy, fhall ‘lie 
heavy™on ‘your’ fouls.” Fhe fately build 


‘ings whittt your pride hagereeted; by meats 


of violetice’'and oppreffion; ‘thal fen haunte 
ed by* injured phofts:\” The fone fall ory 

out of the wall; arid the beam ont of the tim. 
ber Peat anper te x When you lie’on the 
bed of: death, the: ‘post, whomyou havé 
oppreiled;- ‘fhall: appeat “to ‘you ‘as’ ‘gather- 


ed togéther' 5 firetchine forth. their hands, 


and lifting up ‘their = againtt! “yous? Pat 
the tribunal” of Heaven. °° have een the 
wicked BPatW power, and Spreading bimfelf 
like a green ‘bay-tree.~ ‘But be paffed away, 
and was not I fought bim, ‘but becould not be 
found. “They are brought down. to de _foltation. 
in a’ momient, ‘abil uttérly confumed with ter 


- |) *0Habaki di ra. 
' *- Taw 
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rors. 4s a dream avhen.one awaketh, = @) 2 RN 


Lord, when-thou awakel, thou. hits de pi anaes 
their i: amas t. ete 

aa I have fhewn sibatl it is to we and 
what to abu/e the world. | When, according 
to our different ftations, we enjoy the ad- 
vantages of the world with propriety and 
decency ; temperate in our pleafures ; mos 
derate in our purfuits of intereft ; mindful 
of our duty to God, and at the fame time, 
juft, humane, and generous to our. bre- 
thren; then, and then only, we w/e the 
qorld, as becomes men, and Chriftians. 
Within thefe limits, we may fafely enjoy 
all. the comforts which the world affords, 
and our ftation allows... But if we pafs be- 
yond thefe boundaries, into the regions of 
diforderly and vicious pleafure, of debafing 


covetoufnels or of oppreffive infolence, the: 


world will then ferve only to corrupt our 
minds, and to accelerate our ruin. The 
licentious, the avaricious, and the infolent, 
form the three great clafles of abufers of 
the world. | Ta . 


* Plalm xxvii. 35 5 Ixxiii. 19. 
¥i2 Let 
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~ Let not thofe who are in wealthy and 
flourifhing circumftances, complain of the 
reftraints which religious doctrine attempts 
to impofe on their enjoyments. For, to 
what do thefe reftraints amount? ‘To no 


more than this, that, by their pleafures, 


they would neither injure themfelves, nor 
injure others.» We call not on the young, 
to relinquifh their gaiety ; nor on the rich 
to forego their opulence ; nor on the great, 
tolay afide their ftate. .We-only call on 
them, not to convert gaiety into licentiouf- 
nefs; norto employ opulence in mere ex- 
travagance ; nor to abufe greatnefs forthe 


oppreffion of their inferiors: While they 


enjoy the world, not to forget that they are 
the fubjeéts’ of God, and are foon to pafs 
into another ftate. _ Let the motive by 
which the Apoftle enforces the exhortation 
in the text, prefent itfelf to -their thought ; 
Ufe this world as not abufing it ; for the fas 
foion of the: world paffeth away. Its pomp 
and its pleafures, its riches, magnificence, 
‘and glory, are no more than. a tranfient 
fhow. Every thing that we here enjoy, 
changes, decays, and comesto an end. Alli 
floats on the furface of ativer, which, with 

. Swit 

¥ 


ve Po | ; | 
On the Uf andl Abufe of the World. 4325 
{wift current, ‘is running towards'a bound- sE RM. 
defs leceanla" Beet st this aoe ‘ neal | 
hisses ss 
are ae” look ft aedhke js permanent’ and ) 
ftable. The world paffes iis bbe ee, is 
and heaven; and virtue; continue unchanges 
ably the fame.’ “We’are foon to enterinto 
eternal “habitations; and into thefe, our 
works fhall fellow ius. ‘The confequences 
fhall: for ever remain of the pai t which we 
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Turn Ar to oe right hand, nor to the le of. — 


"eh, 


ve myfelf 20) ifely, faid oe Pfalmift 
: vid, 7 a perfet? way*™. Wifdom 
Is no els neceffary i in relisionia) and moral, 

'- ‘than in civil conduct, -Unlefs there beva 
proper degree. of light in the underftand- 
ing, it will not ‘be enough that there are 
good difpoltions in the heart. Without 
regular guidance, they’will often err from 
copes! “They will ‘be always wa- 


ys nay, on fome occa- 


SERN [ie 













may y betray us into ell This 
* tt “i ft : : yt . ; - 
i! * Pfalm ch. 2. 
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is too: much vetiied byeth&t propenfity to sERM 
run into extremes, whichfo often appears ata 


in the behaviour of men. How many have 
originally fet out with good principles and 


intentions, who, through want of difere=’ 


tion in the application. of their principles, 
have in the end: injured themfelves, and 
brought difcredit on religion? There is a 


certain temperate mean, in the obfervance — 


of which piety and virtue confift. On 
each fide there lies a dangerous extreme. 
Bewildering paths open; by ‘deviating i into’ 
_ which, men are apt to forfeit all the praife 
of their good intentions; and to finith 


with reproach, what they had begun with 


honour, This is the ground of the wife 
man’s exhortation in the text. Let thine 
eyes look right on, and let thine eye-lids look 
Jtraight, before thee. Ponder the path of thy 
feet, and let all thy ways be efablifbed. Turn 

| not to the right hand nor to the 1 oft; “remove 
iby foot from evil. In difcourfing from thefe 
werds, [-purpofe to point out fome of the 
extremes into. which men are apt to run in 
religion and morals ; and to: fuggeft direc- 
tions for guarding ‘gan’ them. — 


Y 4 WitH 


es: 


328 


SERM- 
XVII, 
yn 


$i 


i 
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, Wi1TH, regarddto, religious: principle in 
general, it _may- perhaps be, expected, that Tl 


ja fhould warn you of the danger,of being, on. 
one. hand. too rigid in adhering to it, and 


onthe other hand, too eafy in; relaxing it. 


But the diftinGtion between thefe»fuppofed: 


extremes, I conceive to have no foundation. 
No -man:can be too firiG, in his adherence 
to a principle of duty. Here, there is. 
no ,extreme., All relaxation of principle is" 
criminal. . What confcience dictates is to be 
ever obeyed. Its commandsare univerfally 


facred.. Even though it fhould be mifled, 
yet.as long as we conceive it to utter the 


voice of God, in difobeying it we fin. The 
error, therefore, to be, here.avoided, is not 


too. {crupulous.or,,.tender regard to con- 


{cience, but.too little care to-have confcience 
properly.enlightened, with irefpect ta what 
is matter of, duty and of fin. ——Receive 
not without examination, whatever human 
tradition has, confecrated as facred, . Recur, 
on every occafion to thole great fountains 
of light and knowledge, which are opened 
to you. in the pure word of God, Diftin- 
guifh, with care, between the fuperftitious 
fancies of men, and the everlafting com- 


/ 
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mandments of-God. Exhauft not on trifles SERM. 
that zeal; which ought to be referved: for the S te od 
 weightier matters‘of the law.’ Overload ‘not 
con{cience, with what is’ frivolous: and w= 
neceflary. But when you have once drawn — 
the'line;'with intelligence and precifion, be- 

- tween‘duty and fin, that line you “ee on 
ne to B states ca ae 

5} n YsR Ley JPR Fy 

i Daonion there is no re in the 
reverence due to"'confcience, “there” may 
undoubtedly be an €xtreme in laying too 
much: ftrefs, either on mere principle, or 
on mere practice,» Here we muft take par- 
ticular care’ notito\surn to the right band, 
nor to the left; buvto hold faith and a good 
confeience united, as the {cr ipture, with great 
propriety, exhorts us. » The error of reft- 
ing wholly on faith, or wholly on works, 
is one of -thofe feduétions, which moft 
eafily miflead men; under the femblance of 
piety on the one: ‘hand, ‘and of virtue on 
the other. This is not an error peculiar to 
ourtimes. It has obtained in every age of 
the Chriftian church. It has run through 
all the different modes of falfe religion, It 


pitied sate Timothy, t i. 19. 
forms 
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SERM?, foririsithowbiel diftinGion of all. the various 


‘oom = , feéts which have divided, and, which, fill 


continue to divide, the church jeaccording: 


as they have. leaned moft to. the fide of be- 
lief, orto the fide. of, morality. « 


Did we liften candidly..to. the. voice of 
feripture, it would guard us againft either 


' extreme. The apoftle Paul every .where 


teftifies, that by no works of our own we 
juftified: and. that 2ezthout faith it is 





- impoffible to pleafe God The Apolile James 


as clearly fhews, that faith, if it be unpro-, 
ductive of good works,,juftifies no, man. 


Between thole fentiments there is no, op~ 





pofition, Faith without »works, is nuga- 
tory and i iignificant. It is a foundation, 
withoutany fuperfiruGure raifed upon, it. 
Itis a fountain which fends forth no ftream; 
a. tree which neither bears fruit, nor affords 
fhade. _ Good works,, again, without good 
principles, are a fair but airy fru@ure; with- 
out firmnefs or ftability., They refemble.the 
houfe built on the fand; the reed which 
fhakes, with, every wind. You muft join 
the two in fall union, if you. would exhi+ 
bit the character of a real Chriftian... He 
who fets faith in oppofition to morals, or 


morals 
< 
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morals in oppofition to faith, is equally an —: 


enemy to the intereft of schivrichad He holds. 
up to view! an imperfect and disfigured, 
form, in the room of what ought to com- 
mand refped from all beholders. By lean- 
ing to one extreme, he is in» danger: of 
falling i into vice; by the ish of asi 
into ae 

> OM aed By 

at Aid wren the belief of men be, they 
generally pride themfelves in the pofleflion 
of fome good moral qualities. The fenfe 
of duty is deeply. rooted in the human 
heart. Without fome pretence to virtue, 
there is no felfsefteem ; and no man withes 
to appear, in his own view, as entirely 
worthlefs. But as there is a conftant ftrife 
between the lower and higher parts of our 
nature, between inclination and principle, 
this produces much contradiétion’ and in- 
confiftency in condua&t. Hence arife moft 
of the extremes, into which men run in 
their moral behaviour; refting their whole 
worth on that good) quality, ‘to which, 
by niin pn or Ea ta they: are moft 
Inclined} HkAi 4D . 


ONE 
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\\ Of Extremes in 
© One of the firft and moft comnion of 
thofé extremes is’ that of placing all’ virtue, 
either in juftice,; on the one hand; or in 
generofity;on the other.’ The oppofition 
between: thefe is’ moft. difcernable’ among 


two different ‘claffes of men: ity foeiety, 


'They’who have earned ‘their fortune’ bya 
laborious and induftrious life, are naturally 
tenacious ‘of what’ they have painfully acs 
quired. To juftice’ they confider them~ 
felves as obliged ; but to’go beyond ‘it’ in 
atts’ of kindnefs, theyconfider as’ fuper- 
fluous: atid’ extravagant. © They’ will. not 
take any advantage of others, which ‘con= 
feience’ tells’ them’ is ifiiquitous; but’ nei- 
ther will they’ make any allowance for their 
neceflities and wants. ‘They contend, with 
rigorous exaétnefs, for what is due to them- 
felves. ° They are fatisfied, if no man fuffér 
unjuftly by them. That no one is bené- 
fited by them, gives them little concern. 
——Another fet of men place their whole 
merit in enerofity and! mercy ; ‘while td 
juftice so ery ip pay {mall regard: 
Thefe are perfons ‘generally of higher rank, 
and of eafy fortune. “To them, juftice ape 
Bao a fort of vulgar virtue, requfite chiefly 

In 


b 
* 
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. in the..pettyrtranfaGtions which- thofe of 
inferior ftation. catry on with one) another. 
But humanity and liberality, they: confider 
as more refined virtues, which dignify their 
character, and cover all their failings. They 
can relent: at reprefentations of diftrefs; can 
beftow~ with oftentatious generofity;: can 
even occafionally fhare their wealth with a 
companion of. whom they are fond ; while, 
at..the fame. time; they: with-hold. from 
others..what is due to:them ;: arenegligent 
of their family and their relations; and to 
the jut demands of their creditors give. no 
AER. 2 eS. 4 ateIayS 

©. Both:thefe. claffes; of men run to a, faulty 
extreme. . | They, divide. moral.virtue. be- 


SERM. 


Nanarasees, greases) 


- 


tween, them. . _Each takes. that) part, of it . 


only:. which fuits shis temper. . Without 
pattice,, there. is noyvirtue.. Buty without 
humanity.and m ercy, no virtuous:character 
is complete. The one man, leans,.to. the 
extreme. of parfimony.. The other to that 
of profufion. .. The temper of .the one is 
unfeeling. The fenfibility of the other is 
thoughtlefs,, The one you may. in fome 
degree refpect but ‘you. cannot love. The 
other may be loved > but cannot) be. re- 
| fpegted :, 
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SERM. fpedted: and-it is difficult, to fay, which | 


XVIL 
erected 


character: is»moft defective—We muft un-+ 
doubtedly begin with being juft, before we 
attempt:to be generous. At the fame time, 
he who goes no: farther than, bare juftice, 


ftops at the beginning of virtue.» We: are 
op ginning 


commanded ‘to do ju/tly; but to dovermercy. 


‘The one virtue ‘regulates our actions ; the 
other improves, our; heart:.and. affections. 


Each issequally neceflary to. the happinefs 
of the: world. Jufticey is, the pillar, that 
upholds the whole fabric of human:fociety. 
Mercy istthe genial tay;.which cheers and 
warms the habitations of men. ‘The per- 
fection of our focial charaGer »confifts, in 
properly tempering the two with one ano- 
ther; insholding that middle courfe, which 
admits of our being ‘juft, without being 
rigid ;and allows us‘to be lapis with: 
out being unjuit, NETS 3 : 
erage tam <P> .a ha Sigel: 
- We mutt next guard aizainit aie too 
great feverity, or too great facility. of man- 
ners, -Thefe ,are extremes Of which we 
every day»behoid inftances in the world. 
He who leans tothe fide of. feverity, is 
Higet ‘in his cenfures, and narrow in. his 
| 130 opinions. 
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opinionse He cannot ‘condefcend to others SERM. 


in things ‘$ndifferent.. He has'no allowance. 
-to"make for human frailty ; or for the dif- 
‘ference of age,“rank, or’ temper, "among 
mankind. With: him, all gaiety. is finful 
levitys and) every amufement is a:crime. 
‘To this’extteme, the "admonition of Solo- 
non may be underftood to belong : Be not 
vighteons overmuch neither make thy/elf over~ 
wife: Why fboildef? thou deftroy thyfelf* ? 
When the feverity of manners is hypocriti- 
ealy"and affamed>asa cloak to fecret indul- 
Bence Pit is\one of the wort proftitutions 


Of Yeligion. “But Pnow confiderit, noteas — 


the Cffe of defigny but of natural aufterity 
Of'temper, atid’ 6f contraating "maxims: of 


XVIL 
| Neeeecen reine 


SGndua: “Its influence ‘upon ‘the perfon — 


himfelf, id’'to render him gloomy and four; 
Upon others, to “alienate them: bliehiefioin 


His fodiery, and his counfels; ‘upon’ reli- 
gio , to fet it forth as a morofe and for- 


ee ding principle The ‘oppofite extreme 


to this: is, ‘perhaps, till more dangerous; 


that’ OF too” great f facility, and 
tion’'to “the ways Of ad _ 


this  charaeter, partly fron waded wreak 


r¥¥ veer yiote 4 hilt wets f. 
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‘agreeable, forfeits. hig uinnocencel Ifthe SERM. 
one hurt religion; by clothing itvin the hone 
garb of unneceflaty ftrictnefss ‘the sother, 
by untwarrantable compliance, ‘ftrengthens 
the power» of corruption” ‘in *the | world. 

one’ borders: on’ithe -charaéter ‘of the 
Pharifee; the other, on that of the Sad- 
ducee. “True-religion enjoins*us to ftand 
at-an equal. :diftance: from» both; and to 
purfue the difficult, but ‘honourable aim, 
of uniting good-nature with fixed religious 
principle ; affable naga mane 
virtue. sd thao sheet at  Babax 
le type sees ps ; j 

Fa RTHER; werun toone extreme, when 
‘we contemn altogether the opinions of man- 
kind;.to another, when we court their praife. 
too eagetly. ..The former difcovers: a high, - 
degree ' of pride and felf-conceit. The latter 
betrays fervility of {pirit. We ¥ formed. 
by nature and Providence,. to be connected 
with one another... No man can ftand en-. 
'tirely alone, and.independent of a his fel- 





> 


low-creatures. one egar : 
fore, for their efteem and good opi me visa 
commendable principle. It flows from hu-. 
manity, and coincides with the defire of. 

Vor, OL hi nt belgg 
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bs te RM. cbeing simon But if that regard 
siompes “be carried) too far,yit becomes the fource 
-of muchcorruption, For, in the prefent 
altsieneakind! the praifevof: the world 

y int reg near ie fteady 





aes pres aia ner Ps thé 0: one fide bed 
390i the other, danger meets x us; and either 
lextreme. will be pernicious to virtue, 

He who, extinguifhes all regard to. the 

- - fentiments of mankind prefles one in- 

ne -gentive to. honourable deeds 5 nay, he re- 

moyes.one | of the ftrongeft checks on vice. 

4 a For, where there i is no» defire of praife, there 

“del bealfo : ’ enfe of reproach. and fhame ; 

Liwhen ¢ his fenfe is destroyed, the way 

sis paved open profligacy. , Qn.the other 

Ae ho,is adtuated,.folely by the love 

of, human. praife,..< neroaches, on the, higher 

tefpe& which € owes tc confcience, and.to 
God. Hence virtue is, often | counterfeited ; 

a {plendid appearance has been 

biting to the world, which. had aoa 

al principle, or . inward,..a 


ais | 13 nT. ienec : 
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‘Hence feligious truths have been difguifed, st RM. 


or unfairly reprefented, in order to be , 


fuited to popular tafte. Hence the Scribes 
and Pharifees rejected our bleffed Lord 


becaufe they loved the praife of men more than 


‘the praife of God.—Turn, therefore, neither 
to tbe right hand nor to the left.  Affec 
not'to defpife what the world thinks of 
your condué and charaéter; and yet, let 
not the fentiments of the world entirely 
‘rule*you.rs Let a defire of efteem be one 
motive"lof your condué ; but let it hold a 
fubotdinate place. | ‘Meafure the regard that 
“is due to the opinions of men, by the de- 
gree in wet thefe coincide with the law 
sain la hal 

nen me next to fagget the dae 
of running to the extreme of anxiety about 
«worldly interefts on the one hand and of 
negligence on the other. It i is hard to fay 
which-of thefe extremes is fraught ‘with 
‘mnoft vice and moft mifery. Induftry and 
diligence are unqueftionable duties, ftriGtly 
enforced on all Chriftians ; and h who fails. 
in’ making fuitable provifion for his houfe- 






cone = family, is pronounced to be wor/e. 
# | LZ 2 than’ 
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than an 1 infidel, But there are bounds, whth- 


in which our concern for worldly faccefs 


mutt be. confined. For anxiety is the cer- 
tain poifon of human life. It debafes the 
mind: and. tharpens all the paffions. It 
involves men-in perpetual diftraGiions, and 
tormenting .cares ;,.and. leads them. alide 
from whatjought to be. the great feope..0 of 
human a@ion, _ Anxiety.is, in general, the 
effect of a covetous temper... Pee pera 
commonly, the, offspring. of licenti L 
and, atways,,, the parent of -univ 
order... By anxiety, you render: Spam 
miferable. By, négligence, ‘you too,often 





-occafion the ruin.of others. ; The. anxious 


man is the votary of riches; the negligent 
aman. the votary of pleatiers, Each. offers 
shis, miftaken .worfhip, at the, fhring, of § a 
falle, deity, 5 and each; fhall reap, only. fuch 
rewards; as an! idol can beftow.;. the one 
faerificing the,enja yyment andi improvement 
‘of the prefent to vain cares about futurity. 


ithe other fo totally taken up in enjoying the 


»prefent.as to ftore the, future with, certain 
emifery. — True virtue, holds.a. temperate 
-courfe between :thefe. extremes ;:.neither 


earelefs of to. morrow, nor taking too much 


thought 
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thought for it ; 3 diligent, but_ not anxious; SERM. 


prude ent, but not covetous ; attentive to pro- | 


vide Shah tartable dhe Gahinsdtatidn on earth, 
but chiefly concerned to lay up Hits in 
Heaven. ve ats ) : . 

tity. Rael oily. warn you farther againtt 
the extremie of engaging i in a courfe' of life 
too bufy and hurried, or of devoting your- 
felves to one too retired and unemployed. 
We are formed: for” a mixture of action, 
and retreat. Otir ¢onnexions with fociety, 
and ‘the perfo rmance~ of duties which we 
owe to one another, neceflarily engage us 
in active life... What we owe to ourfelves 
requires occafional retirement. For he who 
lives always, in ‘the buftle of the world, 
cannot, it is to, be feared, always preferve 
his virtue pure. Sentiments of piety will be 
deprived of that nourifhment and. fupport 
which ‘they would derive from meditation 
and devotion.’ His temper will be often 
tuffled and difurbed. _ His paffions will 
be ‘kept too much on the ftretch, From 
‘the contagious tmanners which everywhere 
“abound, he will not be able to-avoid con- 
ee fome dangerous infe@ion,—--On 
ito L 3° in gibicrthe 


Xvi. 
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On Extremes imo 


the other hand, he who flies ‘to total retreat; 
in order either to enjoy eafe, or to efcape 


‘from the temptations of the world, -will 


often find difquiet meeting him in folitude, 
and the worft temptations arifing from 
within himfelf. Unoccupied by.aétive and 
“honourable purfuits, unable to” “devote ‘his 
whole timeé ta: improving" thoughts, ° many 
an evil paffion’ will ftart up, and occupy the 
‘vacant hour. Sullennefs and gloom will Be 
in danger of overwhelming him. . Peevith 
‘difpleafure, ‘and fufpicions of mankind, are 
apt ‘to perfecute: thofe ‘who' withdraw them 
atlvess altogether from the haunts’ of’ men, 
“Steer thereforé a'-middle coutfe;sbe- 





: tbrdevital life oppréffed with bufinéfs’on ithe 


‘one hand, and ‘burdened, for the ‘burden 
is no lefs, with idlenefs'on the other.’ 'Pro= 


“vide for yourfelves ‘matter of fair and’ ho~ 


neft purfuit, to afford a ‘proper objet to the 
ative powers of the mind. Temper bufinefg 
‘with ferious meditation ; and enliven retreat 


by returtis of ation! and site ares 


vine ADs ist iy mo 


“Tavs I have ‘felted! out fome ef thofe 
extremes into which” ‘Wien are apt’to run, 


‘by forfaking “the: Mine which religion atid 


wifdom 
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wifdom have drawn. Many more, Iam SERM. 

fenfible, might be fuggefted ; for the field V1 
is wide, and hardly is there any appearance 

of piety, virtue, or good condi butwhat 

the folly of men is apt to puth into undue 

excefs, on one orjother fide., .What] have 

mentioned, will be fufficient to fhew the 

neceflity of prudent.circum{pedtion, -in or- 

der to efcape the dangers which befet us-in 

this ftate of trial.. Let us. ftudy, to attain 

a regular, uniform, confiftent chara@ter; 


-where nothing that is exceffive or difpro— | 
portioned fhall come forward to view ; 
which “thall, not plume itfelf. with)acfair 
fhow on:one fide only; while in other quar- 
ters it remains: nadorned,and. blemithed ;, 

'  butewhere the-different parts of worth and, 
goodnefs fhall appear united; and each fhall, 
exertits; proper influence jon, conduct, 

~ Thus, tarningsucither to: the right-hand Lor 

to thé left, we fhall, as'far as our frailty per-, 

mits, approach to the perfe@tion ofthe -hu-’ 

man charatter ;0and:fhall have reafon.ot.to 

be afbamed when we have equal refpedt,to all 

God s commandments: — 3 q genes RTT 89 af; 
ies eet to Vario: dei 


f 
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XVUL. “ inclinations: and »paffions ofothe-core:, 


rupted part of mankind, it has.been its fate, | 
in every age, to encounter the! oppofition; of; 
various foes, Sometimes; it has undergone, 
the» ftorms! of «violence, and; perfecution... 
Sometimes, it has been attacked by the arms. 
of falfe reafoning and fophiftry, When thefe 
have failed of fuccefs, it. has at,other times, 
been expofed. to the foofls, of sthe;petulant,. ‘ 
‘Men of light,and frivolous minds, whoyhad, . 
no comprehenfion of thought for. difeerning; 
what is great, and no folidity of judgment... 
for deciding on what is true, have taken... 
upon 
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upon them to treat religion with contempt, szRM. 
alps 
as if it were of no confequence to the world, 


They have affected to reprefent the whole 
of that ‘venerable fabric which’ has ‘fo long 


commanded the refpect, of mankind ; which: 


forjagesithe olearned shave: fapporteds and 
the wife have admired, as having. no better 
foundation than the-gloomy imagination of 
fanatics and yifionaries.,. Of this character 
were thole coffers, predicted by the Apoftle 
to arife zn the laf. days ; a predi&tion which 
we have! feen.too’ often, fulfilled. As\the. 


falfe colours which fuch men throw on re-. 


ligidn;’ are-apt' to. impofe on the weak and 
unwarys letus now examine, whether fe-" 
ligion affords any juft grounds forthe cons" 


tefiptoor ridicule of the feofferss They muft. 


be ‘either the’ doctrities, or the precepts; of 


religion, which he piso ah to tds hing 


ice nett bax &srporhag eomriisn 


Tob brs ene Aba" 


OTHE RbeRties of the Chriftian ‘religion | 


are tational and pure. All thatitohas re- 
vealed concerning ‘the yerfections of God, 
his ‘moral “government and lawsy the defti- 


gation of 'man, and’thée rewards and»punith- » 


ments of a future’ ftate, | ‘is perfe@tly con- 
2 '  fonant _ 


a 


i : 
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SERM. fonant to the moft enlightened reafou. Ta 

x coe , fome articles Which tranfcend the limits of 

our prefent faciilties, ‘as in what relates to 

the effence of the Godhead, the fallen fate 

of mankind, and their redemption by Jefus 

-- Chrift, irs do@rinés may appear myfterious 

a vand dark. “Againft-thefe the feoffer has 

often diregted his” attacks, as if whatever 

~ could’ not’ ‘be “explained by us, ought: — 
that account to be exploded as abfurd. 

“Tris ‘unsiéceffary to enter at prefent, ‘dn any 

siiridh eet of thefe’ doctrines, as there 

“is one obfervation which, if duly’ weighed, 

is “fufficlénit to filencé the “cavils’ of the 

~ © fcoffer. Is he not compelled 'to admit, that 

the whole’ fyftem of nature around him is 

full of myftery ? What reafon, then, had‘he 

‘to fuppofe that the do&trines’ of revelation, 

‘proceeding fromthe fame author were to 

‘contain no myftérious obfcurity? All that 

is requifite for the condua of life, both in 

nature and in religion, divine wifdom has 

rendered obvious to all.; As nature has 

afforded us fufficient information concerning 

what is neéeflary’ for our food, our accom-. 

modation, and our fafery ; ; fo religion has 

ealy inftru@ed us in our duty. towards 

, , God 


a A 
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God and.our neighbour... But as foon as SEI sats, 
we attempt to rife towards objeds, that lie’ ee 
beyond our immediate {phere of agion, our , 
curiofity is checked ; and darkne{s. meets 
us on every fide. . What the effence i is of. 
S smaterial., bodies which we ‘fee. and 
phere ‘how a feed grows up into a trees ; 
how man i is formed i in the womb ; or how 
the. mind .aéts upon the body, after it is 
formed, are. myfteries of which we can give 
no more account, than of the moft obfcure a 
and difficult parts .of revelation, We aré 
obliged to, admit the exiftence of the faét, 
though the explanation of, it. exceeds our 
faculties. { 
._After the fame. manner, in n natural ihe: 
gion, queftions arife concerning the .crea- 
tion of the world from nothing, the origin 
of evil under the government of a perfeé 
Being, and the confiftency of human Uberop 
ewith ‘divine prefcience, which. are Of as 
intricate nature, and of as difficult folution, 
as any queftions in Chriftian theology. We 
may plainly fee, that we are not admitted 
into the fecrets of Providence, any more 
than into. the mydfteries of the. Godhead, In 
all his ways, .the Almighty i is a God that 
{ - bideth 






4 348 - On Scofing at Religion. 


» SERM.  bideth bimfelf. He maketh darkne/s bis pa- 

: Be ie ‘vilion. He holdeth back the face of bis throne ; 

Sie Abe fpreadeth a thick cloud upon it. In- 

¢ ftead of its being any objeétion to revela- 

» tion. that t fome of its dofrines “are myfte- 
rious, it would be mnch more ftrange an ani 

unaccountable, if no fuch dod trines were 

found in. dt. Had every thing i in ‘the Chrift 

tian: fyftem been perfectly level to our capa- 

cities, t this might. rather have given ground 

™ to a fufpicion of its. not. proceeding from 

God; fince it would have been then fo un- 

like to what. we find both in the fyftem 

of the univerfe, and inthe fyftem of natu- 

ral religion. Whereas according as mat- 

ters now ftand, the gofpel has the fame fea- 

tures, the fame general character, with the 

other two, which. ate « acknowledged to be 

of divine origin ; plain and comprehenfible, 

. in what relates to pradtice ; dark and myfte- 

rious, in what relates to'fpeculation and be- 

lief*. The cavils of the {coffer, therefore, 

_ om this head, are fo far from having any 

. jut “foundation, that aac aly difeover 





oO See ‘this’ Stegall sine) -purfued, ‘and plated ina 

ftrong light, by the mafterly hand of Bifhop Butler, in his 

Analogy of J Natural and seve ed Religions 
hig 


e ~ 


On Scoffing’ at Reli igion, . sag 
his i ignorance and the iat’ of his SERM. 
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y Lecce tte hae 


- 


“pee us “next sate. Re to what relates to! 
practice of the = preceptive part of r religion, . 
The oe w jhich religion” enjoins “us to 

rtort towards C od, are thofe which have 
o! fteneft. furnith 1€ “matter to the. feoffs. of 
the. licentious. ? ‘The attempt tor te yrefent 
thele as fo ‘idle ‘and uper juous, that’ they 
could “owe theit birth to. nothing, but. en- 
chufiafm.—For | is not. the Deity : ) far eX- 
alted above US, as to Teceive neit er advan- 
tage nor pleafure | from our worthip? ? What. 
are our ‘prayers, ¢ or our ‘praifes, to > that infinite 
mind, who, refting i in the full. enjoyment 
of his own beatitude, beholds all his crea- 
tures - pafling before him, only as the infeats 
of,a day? What but fuperftitions . terrors 
could have di@ated thofe { forms of homage, 
and. thofe diftinGions of. facred- days, in 
which vulgar 1 minds delight, but which the 
liberal and enlarged look upon 1 with feorn? ; 

Now, in return to fuch infults of the 
{coffer;! it» might: be: fufficient to” obferve, 
*that:the united fentiments: of mankind, in 
every age and nation, are ‘againft him, 

Thought- 





85° 
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_ VOL 
* ne Aneel 


attached only to objeéts which they fee 
around them ; this principle has never been 
‘extinguifhed in their breafts, that to. the 
great Parent of the human race, the uni 
-verfal, though’ invifible, ' benefa@tor of the 
‘world, not only internal reverence, but ex- 
ternal homage} is due. Whether he need. 
that homage or not, is not the queftion. Tt 
is what, on our part; we undoubtedly owe’; 


and the heart is, :with:reafon, held. tobe 


Dafe, which ftifles ‘the emotions of °gra« 
titude to a benefactor, how independent fo- 
ever he may be of any returns.. True vir= 
tue always prompts a public declaration of 
the grateful. fentiments which it feels’ ;’ and 
glories in, exprefling thems Accordingly, 
over all the earth, crowds of worthippers 
have aflembled to adore, in various forms, 
the Ruler of the world, In thefe adorations, 
the philofopher, the favage, and the faint 
have equally joined. None but the cold 
d unfeeling. can look up to that bene= 
cent Being, who is at the head of the uni- 
verfe, without {ome inclination to pray; or 
to praife. In vain, therefore, would’ the 
fooffer deride, what the loud voice of tia» 
fog ture 
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ture demands:and juftifies: He erectshim- 
felf againft the: general and i wa —_ 
of the human race. ©: 


But, apart from this sdnfidéiasions; I Silk 


g 
call on him to attend to one of a ftill. more 


ferious and awful nature. » By his licentious 
xidicule of the-duties of piety, and of the 
inftitutions of divine worfhip, he is weak- 
ening the power of confciencé over men; 
he is undermining the great pillars of fo- 


ciety ; he is giving a mortal blow to public © 


order and public happinefs. All thefe reft 

on nothing fo much, as on the general be~ 

lief of an all-feeing witnefs, and the gene- 

ral veneration of an Almighty Governor. 

On this bélief, and this veneration, is found- 

ed: the whole obligation of an oath; with- 

‘ut which government could not be admi- 

miftered, nor courts of juftice act; contro- 

-verfies could not be determined, nor private 
“property be preferved fafe. Our only 

decurity againft innumerable crimes, to 
which: the reftraints of human life « cannot 

_zeach, is'the dread of an invifible a ave 
and, of thofe future punifhments which | he 
hath prepared for the guilty. Remove this 

dread from the minds of men, and you 

firengthen 
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SERM. ftrengthen the hands of the wicked, and 
XVIIL, . endanger the fafety of human fociety. 


en ee 


But how could impreflions fo neceffary to 
the public welfare be preferved, if there were 
no religious aflemblies, no facted inftitu- 
tions, no days fet apart for divine worfhip, 
in order to’be folemn remembrances to 
men of the exiftence and the dominion of 

‘ God, and of the future account they have 
to give of their aGtions to him? To all 
ranks of men, the fentiments which public 
religion tends to‘ awaken, are falutary and 
beneficial. But with refpe& to the inferior 
-claffes, it is well known, that the only prin- 
ciples which reftrain them.from evil are 
acquired in the religious affemblies which 

_ they frequent. Deftitute of the advantages 

a regular education ;~ ignorant, in great 
meafure, of public laws; unacquainted 
with thofe refined ideas of honour and pro- 
priety, to which others of more knowledge 

i eal | n trained; were thofe facred temples 
 deferted to which they now refort, they 
Pon be in danger of degenerating into a 
* ferocious race, from whom lawlefs violence 
was Teel to be dreaded. . 
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verb?®, ‘bo cafteth firebrand. 


bor he “Weal “ heseniataeadte! come 
rae l6vdly “OF the undutifulnels of chil- 
Feast of the diffionéfly ‘of fervants, of the 
Latina and infolence’of the: goer eae? : 
while Hé"himfelf is, “in’'a reues meafure, 
réfponfible’ for the! diforders: of which he 
complains? “By'the- -eXample which. he fets 
oftconitenpt’ for *¥éligion, “he beco 1e8 ac~ 
célfavy’ to the’manifeld crimes,’ which that 


conte] pt océafions’aitiong others. ‘ By his” ‘. 


{éoffing at fared infticationsy: he is encoun 
“ragiries the” ‘rabble to"uproar and ae 
heis'emboldening the ‘falfe ‘witnels to take” 
the name of ‘God in vain; he i is, in effet, 
putting arms® ‘ato the’ hands of the hi igh=) 
wayinan; aiid letting loofe the robber on the 
fires by nights 
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We come next to confider that great 
clafs of duties which. refpe& our conduc 
towards our fellow-creatures. The abfolute 
neceflity of thefe to general welfare is fo 
apparent, as to have fecured them, in a 
great degree, from the attacks of the. feof- 
fer. He who would attempt to turn jut 
tice, truth, or onetty, into ridicule, would 
be avoldaae by every one. To thofe who 
had any } remains of principle, he would be 
odious. . To thofe who attended only. to 
their intereft, he would appear a dangerous 
man. But though the focial virtues are 
treated in general as ‘re{pectable and facred, 
there are certain forms and degrees of them 
which have not been exempted from the 
fcorn of the unthinking. That extenfive. 
generofity and high public {pirit, which 


prompt a man to facrifice his own intereft, 


in order to promote fome great general 
good ; and that. firi& and fcrupulous inte- 
rity, which will not allow one, on any 





ten Be Picated with contempt be thofe 
who are called men ‘of the world. They 
who will not ftoop to latter the great, who 
: 4 difdain 
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difdain to comply with prevailing manners, 
when they judge them to be evil; who re- 
fufe to take the fmalleft advantage ‘s others, 
in order to procure the orteee benefit for 
themfelves; ate reprefented as perfons of 


sitter CRA. and vifionary notions, i 


unacquainted with the world, aos unfit to 
live in it. ae bt 

Such perfons are fo far fron rom being liable 
to any juft, tidicule, that they. are entitled 
to a devreé of antes which, approaches to 
veneration. ‘For they are, in truth, the 
great fupporters and guardians of piiblic 
order. The authority of their character 
Overawes ‘the giddy multitude. The weight 
of their example retards the progrefs, of cor- 
ruption ; checks that relaxation of morals, 
which is always too apt to gain ground i in- 


fenfibly, and to make encroachments | on. 


every department of fociety. Accordingly, 
it is this high generolity of 1 fpirit, this in= 
flexible virtue, this regard to priocip e, fu- 
perior to all opinion, which has ever mark 






ed the charaéters of thofe who hea 
nently diftinguifhed themfelves in pul 
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life; who have patronifed the caule of | 


juftice againft powerful oppreflors 5 who, in 
A az critical 
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SERM. Critical times have fupported the falling, 

es rights and liberties of men; and have re-. 
fie€ted honour on their nation and country.’ 
Such perfons may have been fcoffed at by: 
fome among whom they lived ; but pofte-; 
rity has done them ample janeeea 3 and they 
are the perfons, whofe names are recorded, 
to future ages, and who are thought and 
fpoken of with admiration. 

The mere temporizer, the man of accom-. 
modating principles, and inferior virtue, 
may fupport a plaufible charafter for a - 
while among his friends and followers ; 
but as foon as the hollownefs of his prin-_ 
ciples is dete€ted, he finks into contempt. , 
They who are prone to deride men of in-, 
flexible integrity, only betray the littlenefs 
of their minds. They fhew that they un- 
derftand not the fublime of virtue;’ that) 
they have no difcernment of the true ex- 
cellence of man. By affeQing to throw 
any, difcouragement on purity and ftri@- 

_ nefs of morals, they not only expofe them- 
felves to jut. contempt, but propagate fen- 
timents very dangerous to fociety: For, if 
we loofen the regard due’to virtue in any | 
of its parts, we begin to fap the’ whole of | 

. a . it. 
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4 
it. ‘No man, as it has been often’ faid, be- SERM. 


comes entirely profligate at once. He de- 
viates, ftep by ftep, from confdience, Tf the 
loofe cafuiftry of the {coffer were to prevail, 
open difhonetty, falfehood, and. treachery, 
would {fpeedily grow out of thofe comply- 
ing principles, thofe relaxations of virtue, 
which he would reprefent to be'néceffary 
for every man who knows the world, 


“Tue laft clafs of virtues I am to mention, 
are thofe which are of a perfonal nature, and 
which refpe€t the government to be exer- 
‘cifed over our pleafures and paffions. Here, 
the {coffer has always confidered himfelf as 
‘having an ample field. Often, and often, 
- have fuch virtues as fobriety, temperance, 
‘modefty, and chaftity, been made the fubject 
of ridicule, as monkifh habits which exelude 
men from the company of the fafhionable 
and the gay; habits, which are the effeé 
of low education, or of mean’fpirits, or of 


‘mere feeblenefs of conftitution ; whi e {coff- 





“ers, walking, as i it is too truly Vit them 


‘by the apoftle, after their lufts, boatt of their 
own manners’as liberal and free, as manly 
cand eee They fancy themfelves raifed 
ayy thereby 


XVIII. 
Yeccemrm pond 


¢ 


358 


On Scoffing at Religion. 


SERM. thereby much above the crowd; and; hold 


XVIII. 
mean dimmed’ 


all thofe in contempt, who confine them- 
felves within the vulgar bounds of Peaias 


and orderly life. 


Infatuated men! who fee not ‘Nes the vir- 
tues of which they make fport, not only de- 
rive their authority from the laws of God, 
but are moreover effentially.requifite both 
to publiciand to. private happinefs.. By the 
indulgence of their licentious pleafures for - 
a while, aslong as youth and vigour remain, 


a few pafling gratifications may be obtained. 


But what are the confequences?. Suppofe 
any individual to perfevere: unreftrained in 
this courfe, it is ccrtainly to be followed by 
difrepute in his chara@er, and diforder in 
his affairs; by a wafted and broken confti- 
tution; anda {peedy and miferable old age. 
Suppofe a fociety to be wholly formed.of 


fuch perfons:as the {coffers applaud; fup- 


pofe it to be filled with none but thofe 


~whom they call the.fons of pleafure; that 
1s, with the intemperate, the riotous, and 
diffolute, among whom all. regard to fobriety, 
decency, and private virtue, was abolithed; 


what an’odious fcene would fuch a fociety 
exhibit? How unlike any civilized or well. 
cA ordered 
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ordered ftate, in which mankind havechofen SERM. 


todwell? What turbulence and uproar, what 
contefts’ and’ quarrels, would» perpetually 
reign in it? What man of common under- 
‘ftanding would not rather chufe to. dwell in 
a'defart, than'to be affociated for life with 


fuch companions? Shall, then, the feoffer 


prefume to make light of thofe virtues, with- 
‘out which there could be neither-peace, nor 
comfort, nor good-order, among mankind? 
+ Let him be defired. to. think of his do- 
meftic fituation and connections, Is hea 
father; a hufband, or a brother? . Has he 
‘any friend or relation, male or. female, in 
wwhofe happinefs he is interefted? Let 
‘us put the queftion to him,’ whether he be 
willing that intemperance, unchattity, or dit 
fypation of any kind, fhould mark their cha- 
‘faéter? Would he recommend to:them fuch 
‘excefles ? Would he clrufe in their prefence, 
openly, and without difguife, to fcoff at 
the oppofite virtues, as of no confequence 
to their welfare ?—If even the moft licen- 
tious fhudders at the thought; if, in the 
-midft of his loofe pleafures, he be defirous 
that his own family fhould remain untaint- 
‘ed let this teach him the value of thofe 
Aa4 private 
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private virtues, which in the hours)of dith- 


*, pation, in the, giddinefs of his mind, he is 


ready to.contemn,  Banith fobriety,. temz 


-perance, and purity, and, you tear),up»the 
foundations of all public, ordér,, and-all,da- 


meftic quiet... You render every houtea,di- 


vided and miferable abode, refounding*with 


terms, of thame,. and mutual. reproaches,of 
infamy. , You leave nothing refpectablein 


the human charaéter. You change the map 
into a brute. . 


THE conclufion from all the reafoning 
which. we have now purifued is, that religion 


and virtue, in all their forms, either of doe- 


trine or of precept; of piety towards,God, 


integrity towards men, or regularity-in pri- 


vate condué; are fo far from affording any 
grounds of ridicule to the petulant, that they 
are entitled to our, higheft veneration 3) they 
are names which. fhould never be mention- 
ed, but with the utmoft honour. It is an 
in. Scripture, Fools. make ia mock at fin * 

They, had better make. a mock at S elcae 
at war, or famine. With. one who fhould 
enue thefe public calamities for the fubject 


- * Prov. xive 9. 
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‘of -his -fport, you would not be inclined to SERM. 
aflociatés) You would fly from him, as.worfe ee ae 
than a fools:as.a man of diftempered mind, | 
from: whom you might be in hazard of :re- 
‘ceiving.a fudden blow. » Yet certain it) is, | 
“thattoithe great fociety of mankind, din is 
‘a preatér calamity, than either peftilence, or 
famine} or.-war. Thefe“operate, only as 
‘oceafional: caufes of mifery.. But» the fins - 
and vices of men are perpetual*fcourges of 
the world. Impiety and injuftice, fraud 
and falfehood, intemperance and profligacy, 
are daily producing mifchief and diforder ; 
bringing ruin on individuals; tearing fa- 
milies and communities in pieces; giving 
rife to a thoufand tragical fcenes on this 
unhappy theatre. In proportion as manners 
are vicious, mankind are unhappy. The’ 
perfection of virtue which reigns in. the’ 
world above, is the chief fource of the per- 
fet bleffednefs which prevails there. 
When, therefore, we obferve any ten- 
dency to treat religion or morals with dit. 
refpect and levity, let us hold it to bea fure™ 
indication.of a ‘perverted underftanding, or 
a depraved heart. In the feat of the fcorner 
Jet us never fit, Let us) account’ that wit 
confamis 
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contaminated, which attempts to fport itfelf 
on facred fubje&ts. When the {coffer arifes, 
let us maintain the honour of our God, and 
our Redeemer ; and’refolutely adhere to the 
caufe of virtue and goodnefs. The lips of 


the wife utter knowledge ; ‘but the mouth of 


the foolifo is near to deftruction. Him that 
honoureth God, God will honour. The fear 
of the Lord is the beginning of wifdom: and 


| he that keepeth the commandment, keepeth bis 


& 


own foul, 


wil oe 
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in the beginning God created the ane and 
the earth, 


UCH is the commencement of the hif- orp. 
tory of mankind; an gra, to which we XIX. 

muft ever look back with folemn awe and 
veneration. Before the fun and the moon 
had begun their courfe; before the found of 
the human voice was heard, or the name 
of man was known; ia the beginning God 
created the heaven and the carth. ‘Toa 
beginning of the world, _ we are led back by 
every thing that now exifts ; ; by all hiftory, 
all records, all monuments of antiquity. In 
tracing the tranfaétions of paft ages, we ar- 
tive at a period, which clearly indicates the 
~ infancy 
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On the Creation of the World. 
infancy of the human race. We behold the 


‘world peopled by degrees. We afcend to 
_ the origin of all, thefe ufeful and neceflary 


arts, without the knowledge of which man- 
kind could hardly fubfit. We difcern fo- 
ciety and civilization arifing from rude be- 
ginnings in every.corner of the earth; and 
gradually advancing; tothe ftate in which 
we now find them: All which, afford plain 


evidence, that.there. was.a, period, when 
‘mankind began to inhabit and cultivate the 
‘earth. - What is: very remarkable, the moft 
authentic chronologysand hiftory of moft 


nations, coincides with the account of 
Scripture; and makes the period during 
which the world has been inhabited by the 


race of men, not to extend beyond fix 


thoufand years. 
To the ancient Prisionineet te creation 


from nothing appeared an unintelligible 
idea. They maintained the eternal exift- 
ence of matter, which they fuppofed to be 


modelled by the*fovercign mind of the 


univerfe into the form which the earth now 
exhibits, But there is nothing in this opi- 


nion which gives it any title to be oppofed 
to the authority of revelation. The doétrine 
of 
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of two felf-exiftent, independent principless: sERM.. ~ ; 
God and)matter, the « one active; the other. tis , 
paifive, is a hypothefis which, prefents difi-., 
culties to, human reafon at leaft as.great as, 
the creation of’ matter from nothing.» Ad.., 
hering. then to-the teftimony of Scripture, , 
we believe, that in the beginning.God created, 
or from non-exiftence brought into being, 
the heaven and the earth. Te a : 

But though there was a period when this, 

globe, with all that we fee upon it, did not 
exift, we have no reafon to think that the 
wifdom and power of the Almighty were. 
then without exercife or employment. 
Boundlefs is the extent of his dominion., ~~ 
Other globes and worlds, enlightened by, .« 
other funs, may then have occupied, they. 
ftill appear to occupy, the immenfe regions 
of fpace. Numberlefs orders. of beings, to. 
us unknown, people the wide extent of the. 
univerfe, and afford an»endlefs variety of 
objects to the ruling care of the great Father 
of all. At length, in the courfe.and progrefs . 
of his government, there arrived a period, 
when this earth was to be called into, ex- 
iftence.. When the fignal moment, pre- 
deftined from all eternity, ‘was come, the, * 
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Deity arofe in his might and with’ a word 
created the world.—+What an illaftrioug 
moment was that, when, from non-exifterice 
there {prang at once into being this mighty 
globe,’on which fo many millions of erea- 
tures now dwell?——No preparatory'mea- 
fures were required.. No long circuit of 
means was employed. He /pak° ; and it was 
done: He commanded; and it food fip. The 
earth was, at firlt, without form, and void; 

and darknefs was on the face of the deep. 

The Almighty furveyed the dark abyfs 

and fixed bounds to the feveral divifiéns of 





_ nature: He faid, Let there be light and there 


was light. Then appeared the fea’and the’ 
dry land.) The mountains rofe’; dad the” 
rivets flowed. The fun and moon’ began’ 
their courfe in the fkies. “Herbs and plants” 
clothed the ground. ‘The air, the earth,’ 
and the waters, were ftored with their re-— 
{pective inhabitants, At laft, man was made 
after the image of God. He appeared, 
walking with countenance erect; and re-- 
ceived his Creator’s benediétion, as the Lord 
of this new world. The Almighty beheld 
his work when it was finithed; and pro- 
nounced it good. Superior beings faw with 
wonder 
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wonder this new acceffion to exiftence. The SERM. 
XIX. 


morning flars fang together; and all the yer 
ef God fhout d for foy*. oP ie dycnr 


But on this great work of Creation,» lets < 


us not merely gaze with aftonifhment. Let: 
us confider how it fhould affetour condua,: 
by prefenting the diyine .perfections in a 
light which is at once edifying, and comfort- 
ing to man. _ It difplays the Creator as fu- 
Ree in power, in wildomsepd) in goodnels.. 


I. As fupreme in powers When we con= 
fider with how much labour and difficulty. 
human power performs its inconfiderable 


works; what time it cofts to rear them ; ne 


and leas ealily, when reared, they are 
deftroyed; the very idea of creating power. 


overwhelms the mind with awe. Let us. 


look around, and furvey this ftupendous. 
edifice, which we have been admitted to. 


inhabit. Let us think of the extent of the 5 


different climates and regions of the earth ; 

of the magnitude of the mountains, and of 
the expanfe of the ocean. Let us conceive 
that immenfe globe | ‘which contains them, 


launched at once. from the hand. ef the Al- | 


+ 
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mighty ; $ 
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SE RM.. mighty 3omade:to revolve inceflantly: onits’ 


XIX.” 
ye 


axis, that. it might..produce the: viciffitudes’ 


of day and night ; thrown forth, at the fame 
- time,’ to: run its annual courfe in perpetual” 
- circuit through the .heavens:),after, fach at 


meditation, where isthe greatnefs, where 
is the pride of man.?. Into what total anni+! 
hilation .do we: Girik before an omnipotent 
Being > Who is: not difpofed torexclaimy- 


Lord, what is man, that.thou.art mindful-of., 


him ;..or the fon, of man, that thou Joouldeft 
vifit him ! When. compared wnth thee, all men 
are. vanity; their works sare: ‘nothing |e 
Reverence, “and humble adoration, oughtt 
fpontaneoufly ‘to arife, ..He who»feels no* 
propenfity to worfhip and adore; is dead to” 
all fenfe of'grandeur and majefty’;shasiex=4, 
tinguithed. one of the moft natural-feclinigs)\ 
of the human heart. Know the Lords that 
be is God, we are all his people; theawork- 
manfhip. of bis: bands. ‘Let us. worfhip and 
bow e848: Let us aatehiet/ere, the Lord onr> 
Meher icy gg.-rpes: 4-4 of i 
Of all titles to, legiflation, ac oa none’ 
is fo evidentyand direQt,: as that .of:a Creator.) 
The convidtion. is felt insevery breaft;: that 
he. who, iBeve ‘us being; hath| anrabfoluter 
right 
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right’ to regulate our conduét. ‘This givés sERM. 
a fan@ion to the precepts of God, which ome , 


the moft hatdened® dare not ceneslaveed: 


When itis a Creator and a Father that : 


fpeaks, who would not liften ‘and obey ? 
Ate’ juttice*and haimanit “his declared 
laws; and fhall we, whom but yefterday 
he called from the duft; and whom to 
morrow she can*reducé into duft again, 


prefume; in contemipt'6f him, to bé unjuft 


or inhuman? Are there any little interefts 
of ourcown, which We-dare to ereét, in 
oppofition to the pleafure of him who made 
us? Fear ye not me? faith the Lord » will 
ye not tremble at my prefence, who have placed 
the fand: for the bound of the fea, by a per- 
petual decree, that it cannot pafs it; who 
Jivetch forth my band over oe and 
nome bindercth Poe 

‘At the fame'time, the sitive: of a oie 
is encouraging, as well as awful. ‘While it 
enforces duty, it infpires confidence under 
afistiem’ It ee to “view re 





the time of pose diahiinds are led, by 


. natural impulfe, to fly for aid to Him, who - 


Vot. HI. Bb knows 


a 
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eae knows the weaknels of thé:framethidh he 


Aifiriukiss +o fn: fala exlvi. 55,6... 


has. amade »who remembers we areduft ; and 
le the dangers with ‘which weirare senwi- 
toned. 4) am thine; for thou haft’ emade 
“mes forfake not the work, of thine own 
“ hands,” is,one-of the, molt: sisbotabslianw- 
lations of the.diftrefled: mind.—How bleffed 
-are the) virtuous, who, can reft: under: the 
protection of othat powerfuloarm, which 


_made., the'searth and the sheaven!? «Dhe 


somnipotenceywhich renders Godufo ;awful 
-is to:thém a:fource, of joy.;7Incthe!whole 
_compafsof nature,. nothing is‘formidable'to | 


_ them, who firmly. repofe their truft: ino the 


ieee ‘Yo, See A scieeirodieme: 


sub, 6 Hob. cena can sl Aransformed 
jinto goods), In the,Author:of ‘nature;ithey 
o find not, only. the-author::of their! being, 
Ssidyeiss proteGor and defender; thezlifter 
up: of their heads, «Happy: iso bev than bath 
‘the,God of Facob for his\belp 5: whofechope is 
inthe Lord his God ;\ whith made beavémand 


earth ; inthe. fea and-all that thereiiny avhieh 
heepeth trttely far Sever si sci tididzs isv> 


esotsetebas adeil to emutes scmaryisitsy 
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ou Th Pug work lof creation is thé “difplay 
‘ofsfupreme wifdom:\Itearries no charac 





-more confpicuous "than this. ° If} from’ the ; 


ofteu@tire’ and’ mechanifm of cake Of ‘thie 
cmofb com plicated» works ‘of ‘human aft! we 
ee ta ‘of the wifdéom of 
the contriver,! what aftonifhment° may’ fill 
oduriminds'when.we think of the ftrudtute 
dofithe univerfe > Ivis notionly the tipen- 
odéus “building itfelfj which excites’ admira- 
tion; but thé exquifite dkilly with which the 
cendlefs-variety ofits partsare adapted “to 
othéiiritefpeative spurpofes :Infonrich" that 
othecftudy: of natures which; “for” ages)has 
vemployed the lives of fo many learned men, 





371 
See 


prey 


band whichis ftillifofar from beige ex- 


bhanfted;:is no sotheretham the ftudy” of 


gdivineowifdom: difplayed: in the cereation.. 


-shhe! farther ourirefearches are cartied, more 
Biking proofs of itevery where’ meet us. 
\he:provifion madé for the conftant regula- 
Jrity:‘of thesuniverfe,\ m= the» difpofition of 
\thesheavénly bodidsy: fo'that inethé courfe 
vofiufeveral\-thoufand \years, snatiite thould 
ever exhibit the fame*ufeful and: grateful 
variety in the returns of light and darknefs, 
.eugme atid’ winter; and ever furnith 
TB 2, food 
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SERM: food) andy-hahitations to spl they"aniiials 





x that people, the, earth 5, mult) bevasJafting 


theme. af wonder to,gvery xsflsing, minds 

_ But, theysare,not\only:the heavenssthat 
declare the glory of God and, the. firman sat 
that fbewvcth forth, bis, handy-noarkss Terthe 
nol. inconfiderablenas well as.intthesmof: 
illuftrious.works of the Creator,comfummate: 
art, pand defign -appears: There. jouoba crea 
ture that moves, Nor ayvegetable’ that grows, * 
but swhen \minutely..examinedy furnifhes 
matefials\of the-higher: admiration.»The: 

fame wifdom that placed the fun-iniithe\ 
centre-of the: fyRent;, and-arranged’ the Hee. 

veral »planets. varound hima ins theiry« 

has no lefs; thowmitfelfy in shanyienathieae 

snads, farsi food and dwelling of évery’ 

bird that -roams the airy; and, every beaft, 

thatywanders in» the-defert 4. equally grear, 

in, the fovaileft,. and:in) the moft- magnifir 
cent objects: 5 inthe flan, and instheinled ; 








in theelephant, and.in-the. fly; inthe-beam 


thatcthines: from heaven,» and in, the. grafs 
that clothes the groundiy;Nothing is over- 
looked.  Nothing,. is carlefslyperformed. 
Every thing that exifts is adapted, with per= 
fect. PAHO ae to the end tor which it was 

J ; defigned. 


~~ 
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defigned):> Alt +biy infinite xariety of pars; SERM., 
ticulass mutshave beeniiprefent;to the mind) — 
of, the,Creator jnathbebeld with one glance, 
of his eyes!|allifixed: end..arranged, from 
the) beginging,Linohis.gneatidefign, whenbe 
formed: the dreavend and the earth. <jsJuftlyt 
mayiweexcleidwith:the,Plalmik, Hore cise 
cellent\\O-dotd pissthy nams\inall the earths, 
Howmanifeld dresthy workers Jn wifdem hep 
thou maxes themoalles; No mancan sind -outithe 
wonk that! God thaketh, framathe, beginning te — 
the endsx Such kmowlhedgets too, wonderful — 
foriuses Tbinhighys awecannot attain tinto ati 
so This wildom,difplayed by: thesAlmighty. 
in the création, was not intended mefely,to 
gratify curiofity, andijte raile wonder, ve 
ought, to, beget, profound, fubmiffion,) a 
pious tuft inevery-heart. leis not a 
cosnynoni fer; many .who.fpeak with rapture 
ofj creating wifdem, to, be guilty,jat thefame 
time, of arraigning the condudiyef Prayir | 
dencesioln the, tyuGure, of, the, univerte, 
they: confels; thatcall :is;goodly, and ; beauti- 
ful,.s)Butin the government ofjhuman af, 
fairsy ‘they: can fee nothing; but diforder,and 
confufion,———Have they» forgotten,' that 
bothithé ,one. and, the other proceed from 
ook Bb 3 the 
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eae the fare Atithor? “Have they forgotten; that 
XL, he who” balanced ‘ally the sheavenly: bodies)’ 


and ‘adjufted® the ~proportions ‘and limits ‘of 
attire, isthe fame who hath'allotted ther 
their'¢ondition if ‘the world, “ho rdiftri-' 
butes'the ‘meafures of ithéiroprofperity!and 
adverfity, and: Jixes the bounls:of their babi= 
tation? \Tf-their lot: appear:to themMlh forty: 
ed, and their condition, hard: and unequal 
let themonly:put'the queftionto.thairjown) 


minds, Whether it’ be moft: ‘probable that 
; the \great vend wife’Creator bath. erred ini 


his ‘diftribution: of human. things) or: that, 
they have erred Jini the: judgment willich 
they forth concerning: the: lot afigned,.to 

them’? Can’ they: Believe, that’ the divine 


‘(Attiftpafterthe: had* contrived: and: finiftyed 


this’ earth) ‘the -Habitation<of mén, with 
fuch: admirable! wifdom; awould then throw 
ft outrof his) handss as ah neglected: work ; 
would fufferthe affairs ofsitssinhabitants ito 
PROREBEDP ai abaeia auld béHold.them 
withouticoncern;:tunsinto mifrule'and.dif- 
order?) Where were then that, coafitency 
of conduay: which weotifeover side jallythe 
‘works/ofuiature, and: which-we eannotbut 
aferibeto en wy dalek es brother! 


Soa _ when 
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whenithy plans-are difappointed; and thy s&RM} 


hearts ready to defpair ;.when/virtue is 
opprefled, and, the: wicked. profper) around 
thee; in'thofe moments of; difturbarice;look 
up to him» who'created: the heaven. andthe 
earthy! and cconfide, that he whomade Jight 
to fpring from primeval darkniefs, will make 
order at laft to ‘arife: = the fecming:cons 
ffion of the world..coiibnos tisd# brs’ hy’ 
oWHad anyone’ ‘beheld the earth imits-ftate 
of'thaos; when the elements{lay mixed and 
confufed ; when the earth zwas-without fori 
und void » and darknefs was onthe faseiof the 


adeepy would) he have believed; thatdit;was . 


prefently to betomie forfair-and, well-ordered 
avglobe* ‘as)-we , now» behold > illumined 
with the? fplendor: of the: fun: and decorated 
with allo the beauty of nature? The fame 
powerful” hand; which perfedted: ‘the work 
of Création, fhall, in due'time, difembroil the 
plans ‘of iprowideniee?: (Of creation,’ we can 


judge? more clearly) becaufe: it fto jods forth’ 


at once ; >it was petfed from: the beginning. 


Burthe: reaute of Providence is progreflive. 
Timeis required for the progreffion to ad- 
‘yante; and "beforeit) is finifhed, weycan 


fortirino judgment; or-at leaft-a very impér- 
teen f Bb 4 fect 
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SERM. fect one, concerning it... We muft,waitun- 
ae: til the-great zra arrive, when. the-fecrets.of 


the,univerfe, fhall.be unfolded; when, the 
divinedefigns fhall,be confummated ; when 
Prowidence, thall,, be brought, ;to. the, dame 
completion which; creation has already ate 
tained....Lhen we have every reafon to be- 
lieve,:that the. wife Creator fhall, appear, in 
the. end to have been the wile. andjaft, ruler 
ofthe world,.,. Until that period. come, let 


as, be.contented, and patient ;, let us fubmit 


and\adore... dlthough thou faye thou, fhalt 
nob fee him, yet judgments before him ; there- 

fore truft thouin hinn*... This exhortation 
will, receive more = dias Wes ytayswil 
bagless d > PTA Ss eye] 

» UII, ConsipeEr, csedtonas a dif play a fu- 
preme goodnels, no lefs t than of wifdom and 
power. «It is the. communication of, num- 
berlels,. benefits. tc oy, all, who. live, together 
with, exiftence,. Juflly is the earth faid to 
be, full of the goodneh o of the, Lord. Through- 
out the whole, fyftem of things we behold 
a manifelt, tendency ic to promote the benefit 
elthes, of the rational, or the, animal crea 

tion. In fome parts, of nature this vanes 
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may be’ lefs obvious‘ than: in-others, Ob} SERM. 
"jects; which’ te*‘us, feem ufelefs or hurtful ie 


may fometimes occur ; and ftrange as it were, 
ifin‘fo vaft and complicated:a fy ftamy dif- 
ficulties'of this‘kind thould not oceaficnally 
prefent’ themfélves to beings, whofe views 
ate fo narrow! and ‘limited: as ‘ours.’ > Jt is 
well. known, that. in proportions ‘as: the 
knowledge of nature has, increafed among 
amen, thefe'difficulties have diminithed:»Sa- 
tisfactory accounts’ have beengtven sof 
many perplexing appearances. :) Uifeful:and 
proper purpofes have been found:to.bé pro- 
amoted--by . objets. which were, at: firft, 
thought unprofitable or noxiousyi2)2. ow 
Malignant, muft be the mind.of that per- 
Shas ; with a diftorted eye he muft-have con- 
templated ‘creation, whocan :fufpedtyothat 
itis not the proda@ion of infinite benignity 
and goodnefs. - How/many ¢learsmarks.of 
benevolent, intention -appear’ everywhere 
around us? What: a profufion of beauty and 
ornament is poured ‘forth on: the face. of 
nature? What a magnificent fpectacle. pre- 
fented to the view/of man? What fupply 
‘contrived: for his wants? ‘W hat a.variety. of 
. objects: fet before him, to gratify his fenfes, 
to 
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SERM, to employ his’ underftanding; to’ entertain 
en, his imagination; to cheer and’ gladdeni’his 


heart ? + “Indeed, the very exiftence of the 
univerfe'is’a ftanding memorial df the 
goodnefs of the Creator. ~ For’ nothing ex- 
cept goodnefs, could originally prompt creas 
tion. The Supreme Being, felftexiftenr-and 
all-fufficient; had no wants’ which he could 
féek to fupply. ‘No new acceffion of felicity 
or glory was to refultto him from crea> 
‘tures whori he made. It was goodnefs 
communicating “and ‘pouring itfelf forth, 
goodnefs” delighting to impart” happinels 
4a allits forins, which’ iathe beginning 
created the’ heaven ‘and the earth. © Henee 
thofe’innumerable orders‘of living creatures 
with which the'earth is peopled; "from the 
loweft clafs of fenfitive being, tothe higheft 
rank of reafon “and intelligences! * Where» 
ever there'is life, there is fome degree of 
happinefs'; there are enjoyments fuited to _ 
the’ different ‘powers of feeling 5 andearth, 
and air, and*water, aré° with ‘magnificent 
liberality, made to teem with life: 
Let: thofe firikinig: difplays” ‘of treating 
goodness call forth, on dur pait, ‘refponfive 
foveMptatitude aia ‘veneration. °T 0: this 
great. 
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great,Father ofall, exiftence; and. life, to SERM. 


Him. who. had railed us, up-to..behold the 
light,of day, /andto,enjoy all. the comforts — 


ate 


which, His,world prefents, let, our hearts — 


fend. forth a.,perpetual., hymn:.of., praife. 
Evening.and morning let.us, celebrate Him, 
who, maketh)the morning andthe evening 
to, rejoice over our-heads :, who opencth his 
band, and Satisfeth the defire of every living 
thing.» Let us rejoice, that we are brought 
into, a world, which. is:.the production, of 
infinite, goodnefs,,, over. which.a fupreme 
intelligence, prefides; .and: where, ‘nothing 
happens, that was not planned and arranged 
fromthe beginning .in -his. decree.:,, Con- 
vinced. that. he! hateth not the works which 


he; hath)}made,. nor hath brought, creatures: 


into,exiftence, -merely/to fuffer unneceflary 
pain, ét us, even in: the «midft of ‘forrow, 
receive with,calm! fubmiflion whatever. he 
is pleafed.,to. fend,;, thankful-for what he 
rors ,and fatisfied, that without good 
xeafon, he takes nothing. SY th ig 
; Sid hie ragst os shen 
win Gtha ph cal, are, the effets which 
meditation , on, the creation, of. the .world 
cli to produce... It Prefents fuch an alto- 
~— nifhing 


e 
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S ik Me. aaa g conjunétion. of power, wifdom, aad 


, goodnefs, as cannot be beheld owithoutte-. 
ligious veneration. | Accordingly, among 
all nations, of the matics it has given rife to 
religious belief and» worfhip. s The! moft 
ignorant and favage tribes, when-they look- 
ed round.on the»earth and ithemheavensy 
could not. avoid: afcribing, their origin! to 
fome-invifible. defigning caufe,: and fecling: 
a propenfity to.adore. They are, indeed} the. 
awful appearances: of the: Creator’s~power, 
by which, chiefly, they have  been;imprefi+ 
ed, and which; have introduced: into their. 
worfhipsfo many rites of dark fuperfiition., 
When the ufuabcourfe of nature feemedad 
be interrupted, when loud thunder rolled, 
above them in the clouds;.or) earthquakes, 
fhook the ground, !the multitude fellcon 
their. knees, |and with trembling :horrory. 
brought: forth: the! bleody facrifice to apa, 
péafe the angry divinity. «But. itis. not in 
thofe tremendous appearances .of ; power 
merely, that.a. good) and .«well-inftrudted 
man beholds the Creator of the world. | In, 
the. ‘conflant. and.- regular: working, of -his 
hands, in’the filent operations of “his wif 
dom and goodnefs, ever goitty’ oni through-. 
out 
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out natutey He delights to: creat ahd 
adore) hig bik: gaehertoq ells: aiw shut 
This ig He ‘ofthe chief fruits ee se 
Fived froMiPthat more perfEa kndwledge'of 
_ the’ Creator) which is imparted tous by the 
| CheMiadtrecckiaons: sImpreffing owr’minds 


with @ jufb fenfel of “his” attributes, as not 


wife! and great only, but as pracious and 
merdiful, let irlead us to view every Objekt 


of calm and undifturbed nature, with a per. 
pettial reference: to its Author.’ We thal! 


thei beliold’ all the fcetles which the heas 


vetis arid’ the” earth prefent with’ more res 
fined) feelings, and fublimer’ emétions, than’ 


they who regard them folely as objects’ of 


. curiofity or’ asia hema: Nature will ap+ 


péaranimiated ‘and” enlivened, bythe pre? 
férice lof its Author. When the fun rifes 


orifets in the: heavens, when {pring paints. 
the earth, when fummer fhines ii its glory, 


whenautumn pours forth vite” fruits, or 
winter! returns in “its awful forms we fhall 


view the Creator manifefting himfelf in his . 


works.’ ‘Wefhiall meet’ his prefence in the 
fields. We thal feel his influetice in the cheer- 
ing’beam. ‘We fhail! hear his voice in the 
wind. ‘We fhall behold ourfelves every where 

furrounded 
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siRM. furrounded. with. the glory of that-univerfal 


xix 


fpirit, who fills, pervades, and. upholds all, 
We fhall live in the world as in. great and 
auguft, tenjple,p»where the. prefence of the 
divinity who inhabits it, infpires devotion. 

| Magnificent)as..the.fabric.of the world 
is, it was not, however, intended for per 
petual duration. It was erected as a tem- 
porary habitation for a race of beings, who, 
after acting there a probationary part, were 
to be removed into‘a higher ftate of exift- 
ence. As there was an. hour fixed from all 
eter nity for i its creation, {o there i is an hour 
‘fixed for its diffolution ; when the heavens 
and the ‘earth {hall pafs away, and- their 
‘place fall know them no more. “The « con- 
fideration of this great event, as the coun- 
terpart to the work of creation, fhall be ‘the 
fubject of the hE easton aes 
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vag 2? Perr, As ee 
‘But tbe day oe the Lord will come-as a thief 
“in the night ; ; in which the heavens foal 

pa away with « a great noife, and the ele~ 
“ments fball melt teith fervent heat ; the 
& “earth alfo, and the works that are therein, 


A; a  foall be burnt up. : 


2 i 


HESE’ words ‘prefent to us. an awful gsERM. 

view of the: final cataftrophe of the | **: 
world. Having treated, in the preceding 
Difcourfe, of the commencement, let us 
now contemplate the clofe, of all human 
things... The diffolution of the material 
fyftem, is an article of our faith, often al- 
- luded to in the Old Teftament, clearly pre- 
digted in the New, It is an article of faith 
9 | fo 
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fo far from being incredible, that many. 

appearances in nature lead to the belief of - 
it. We fee all terreftrial {ubftances chang- 
ing their form. — Nothing that confifts of - 
matter, is formed for perpetual . duration. 
Every (thing around us is impaired and . 
confumed by time, waxes old by degrees, | 


~ and tends to decay. There-is reafon, there~. 


fore, to believe, that a ftructure fo complex | 
as the world muft:be Jiable.to the fame 
law; and fhall, at fome’ period, undergo 
the fame fate. Through many changes, the 
earth has already pafled;, many fhocks it 
has received, and is ftill, often receiving. A 
great portion of ‘what is now: dry land ap- 
pears, from .various tokens,, to ‘have been 
once covered with water... Continents bear 
the marks of having been violently rent, 

and torn afunder from: oné:another. Néw 
illands have rifen from’ the bottom of the 
ocean; thrown-up by the force of fubterra- 
neous ites Formidable earthquakes have, 
in divers quarters, fhaken the globe ; and 
at this hour terrify with their alarms, many 


‘parts of it. Burning’ mouiitains have, for 


ages, been difcharging torrents of flame ; 
and from time to time aenew their explo. 
fions 
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frons‘in various regions. All thefe ciréum-’ se RM. 


ftances fhow, that°in the bowels of the 
earth the inftruments of its’ diffolution are 
formed: ‘To dur view, who behdld only its 
furfaces it’ may appear firm and unfhaken ; 


while its deftruGion is preparing in fecret. 


Thestound’ on which ‘we tread is under= 
mined.’ .Combuftiblé materials’ are ftored. 


The ‘train ‘is laid.” ‘When the mine is: to 


fpring, nohe’of us'cam forefee. 


/Aéeuftomed to behold the courfe ' of 


natiire proceeding” in regular ‘order, | we 


indulgé°meanwhile our pleafures and pur- 


fuits “with” fall’ fecurity ; and fuch' awful 


. fcefes a8 thé convulfion of the’ elements, " 
and’ the diffolution ‘of the world, ‘are’ fo- 


reign to’ our thoughts. © “Yet as it is certain 
that'fome’’ generation of men mutt witnefs 


thigvreat ‘eataftrophe, it is fit’ and proper 


that we fHould fometiines look forward to 
it. Such’ “profpééts “may not, ‘indeed, be 
alluring to the bulk of men. But they 
garry a’ grandeur and folemnity, which are 


XX. 


congenial to fome of the moft dignified” 


feelings in oly nature’; and tend to produce 


elevation of thought. “Amidft the circle of  - 


-levities and follies, ‘of little pleafures and 
Vot. III. Ce little 
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li tle cares, which fill up the ordinary.round 
of \life, it is neceflary that we be occafionally 
excited to attend to what is ferious, and 
great. Such events as are’ now to be the 
fubje& of oar meditation, awake the flum- 
bering mind; check the licentioufnefs of 
idle thought ; and bring home our recollec- 
tion to what moft. concerns us as men and 
Chriftians. 

Let us think what aftonifhment would 
have filled our minds, and what devout 
emotions would have {welled our hearts, if 
we could have been {peCators of the crea- 
tion of the world; if we had feen the earth 
when it arofe at firlt, without form aud void, 
and beheld its parts arranged by the divine 
word; if we had» heard the voice of the 
Almighty, calling light to {pring forth from 
the darkne/s that was on the face of the deep ; 


. if we had feen the fun rifing, for the firft. 


time, in, the eaft with majeftic glory ; and 
all nature, inftantly beginning to teem with — 
life. This wonderful {cene it was impoffi- 


- ble-that any human eye could behold. It 


was a {pectacle afforded. only to angels and 
fuperior fpirits. But to a {fpeGacle no lefs 
‘aftonifhing, the final diffolution of . the 
i world, 
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world, we know there {hall be many hus SERM. 
man witnefles. : The race of men living, in a 
that laft age, fhall fee the prefages of the 
approaching fatal day. There fhall be ens 

in the fun, as the Scripture informs us, and 

Jigns in the moon and flars; upon the earth, 

aifirefs of nations, with perplexity ; the fea 

and the waves roaring *;, They fhall clearly _ 
perceive, that univerfal nature is tending to 

ruin.» They’ fhall feel. the globe hake; 

fhall behold their cities fall; and the. final 
conflagration begin to kindle around them. 
Realifing then this awful fcene; ima- 

- gining ourfelves to be cae sskdeoaabaa of 

it ; a sls a 





L. ela Pt the spades Being 
dicing the diffolution, as he direéted the 
original formation, of the world., He is 
the great agent, in this wonderful -tranfac- 
tion: » It: was by him forefeen. It was by 
him intended; it entered into his plan 
from the moment of creation. This world 
was deftined from the beginning to fulfil a 
certain period; and then its duration was 


to terminate. Not that it is any pleafure to 


. U 
* Luke, xxi. 25. 
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the Almighty to difplay his omnipotence 
in deftroying the works which he has made; 
but as for wile and good purpofes the earth 
was formed, fo for wife and good ends it 
is diflolved, when the time moft proper for 


its termination is come. .He who, inthe. 


counfels of his Providence, brings about fo 
many revolutions among mankind; who 
changeth the times and the feafons ; who raifes 
up empires to rule in fucceffion, among 
the nations, and at his pleafure puts.an end 
to their glory; hath alfo fixed a term for 
the earth itfelf, the feat of all human great- 
nefs. He faw it mect, that after the pro= 
bationary courfe was finifhed, which the 
generations of men were to accomplith, 
their prefent habitation fhould be made to 
pals away. . Of the feafonablenefs of the 
period when this change fhould take place, 
no being can judge except the Lord of the 
univerfe. Thefe are counfels, into. which 
it is not ours to penetrate. But amidft this 
great revolution of nature, our comfort is, 
that it is a revolution brought about by 
Him, the meafures of whofe government 
are all founded in goodnefs, + 


Ke 
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“Tt ts called, in the text, te day of the SERM. 
XX. 


Lord; a day peculiarly his, as known to 
him only ; a day in which he fhall appear 
with uncommon and tremendous majefty. 

But though it be the day of the terrors of 
the Lord, yet from thefe terrors, his up- 
right and faithful fubjeats thall have nothing 
to apprehend. “They may remain fafe and 
quiet fpetators of the threatening fcene. 
For it is not to be a fcene of blind confu- 
fiens of univerfal ruin, brought about by 
undefigning chance. Over the fhock of 
the elements, and the wreck’ of matter, 
Eternal Wifdom prefides. According to its 
direction, the conflagration advances which 
is to confume the earth. Amidft every con- 
yulfion of the world, God fhall continue to 
be, as he was from the beginning, the dwel/. 
ing place of his Jervants to all generations. 
The world may be ‘loft to them; but the 
Ruler of the world is ever the fame, un- 
changeably good and juft. This is the Ligh 
fower to which they: can fly, and be fafe. 
The righteous Lord loveth rightcoufnefs ; and 
under every period of his government bis 
oi ai beholdeth the upright. 
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IL. Ler us contemplate the diffolution of 
the world as the end of all human glory, 
This earth has been the theatre of many a 
great fpedtacle, and many a high achieve+ 
ment. There, the wife have ruled, the 
mighty have fought, and conquerors have 
triumphed. Its furface has been covered 


with proud and‘ftately cities. Its temples 


and palaces have raifed their heads to the 
fkies. Its kings and potentates, glorying 
in their magnificence, have erected pyra- 
mids, conftruéted towers, founded monu- 
ments, which they imagined were to defy 
all the affaults of time. Their inward 
thought was, that their houfes were to conti- 
nue for ever, and their dwelling places to all 
generations. \ts philofophers have explored 


the fecrets of nature; and flattered them- 


felves, that the fame of their difcoveries 
was to be immortal. Alas! all this was 
no more than a tranfient fhow. Not only 
the fafbion of the world, but the world it- 
felf; paffeth away. ‘The day cometh, when 
all the glory of this world fhall be remem- 
bered only as a dream when one awaketh. 
No longer fhall the earth exhibit any of 
thofe fcenes which now delight our eyes. 

The 


> 





On the Diffolution of the World. 


The whole beautiful fabric is thrown down, 
mever more to arife. As foon as the de- 
Rtroying angel has founded the laft tram- 
pet,. the everlafting mountains fall; the 
foundations of the world are fhaken; the 
beauties of nature, the decorations of art, 
the labours of induftry, perifh in one com- 
mon flame. The globe itfelf thall either 
return into its ancient chaos, without form 
and void; or, like a ftar fallen from the 
heavens, fhall be effaced from the univerfe, 
and its place fhall know it no more. 


Tuts day of the Lord, it is foretold in 
the text, cll come as a thief in the night ; 
that is, fudden and unexpected. Mankind, 
notwithftanding the prefages given them, 
fhall continue to the laft in their wonted 
fecurity. Our Saviour tells us, that as iz 
the days of Noah before the flood, they were 
eating and drinking, marrying and giving in 
marriage, until the flood came, and took them 
all away; fo fhall alfo the coming of the Son 
of Man be*. How many projets and 
defigns fhall that day fuddenly confound? 





What long c*atrived fchemes of pleafure’ 


* Matthew, xxiv. 38. 
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thall it overthrow ? ‘What plans of cunning 
and ambition, fhall.it utterly blat? How 
miferable they, whom it fhall.overtake in 
the midft of dark confpiracies, of criminal 
deeds, or profligate pleafures? . In what 
{trong colours is their difmay painted, when 
they are reprefented, in the book of Reve- 
lations, as calling fo the bills and mountains 
to fall on them and cover them? Such 
defcriptions are, apt to be confidered as. ex- 
ageerated.. The impreffion of thofe awful, 
events is weakened by the great. diftance 
of time, at which our imagination places) 
them. But have not we. had a dtriking 
image fet before us, in our own age, of the 
terrors. which the day of the Lord fhall pro-,, 
duce, by thofe partial: ruins. of the world, 
which the vifitation of God has brought on’ 
countries well known, and not removedvery 
far from ourfelves? When,.in the midft of 
peace, opulence, and fecurity, fuddenly the 
earth. was felt by the terrified inhabitants to 
tremble, with violent agitation, below them, 
when their houfes began to fhake over their 
heads, and to overwhelm them with ruins ;. 
the flood, at the fame time, ‘te rife fram its . 
bed, and to fwell around them; when en- 
compafled 
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eompaffed with; univerfal. defolation, no SERM. 


friend coyld aid another; no profpe& of 
efeape’ ‘appéared; no place of: refuge re- 
mained; how-fimilar were fuch fcenes of 
deftruQion to the terrors of the laft day? 
What fimilar, fenfations of dread and re- 
morfe, and tgp Jate repentance, muft they 
have excited among the guilty and pro- 
fane? 


XE. 


To-fuch formidable convulfions of na» 


ture, we, in thefe happy iflands, through 
the blefling of Heaven, are f{trangers ; and 
ftrangers to them may we long continue! 
But, however. we may efcape, partial ruins 


of the:globe, in its general and final ruin. 


we alfo muft, be:involved... To us muft 
come’at laft that awful.day when the fun 
fhall forthe laft time ‘arife, to perform his 
concluding circuit round the world. They 
how bleft,.whom that day fhall find em- 
ployed in religious aéts, or virtuous deeds ; 
in therconicientious difcharge of the duties 
of life; in the exercife of due preparation 
for the conclufion of human things, and for 
appearing before the great. Judge of the 


world? Let us now, F . 
2 IIL Con- 
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Ill, ConTemMpLATE the foul of man, as 
remaining unhurt in the midft of this ge- 
neral defolation, when the whole animal 
creation perifhes,~and the whole frame of 
nature falls into ruins. What a high idea 
does this prefent, of the dignity pertaining 
to the rational fpirit! The world ‘may fall 
back into chads; but, fuperior to matter, 
and independent to all the changes of mas 
terial things, the foul continues the fame. 
When ¢he heavens pafs away with a great 
noife, and the elements melt with fervent heat, 
the foul of man, ftamped for immortality, 
retains its ftate unimpaired; and is capable 
of flourifhing in undecaying youth and vi- 
gour. Very different indeed the condition 
of human fpirits is to be, according as 
their different qualities have marked, and 
prepared them, for different future man- 
fions. But for futurity, they are all def- 
tined. - Exittence, ftill} is theirs. The ca- 
pacity of permanent felicity they all poflefs ; 
and if they enjoy it not, it is owing to 
themfelves. 

Here, then, let us behold what is the true 
honour and excellence of man. It confifts 

6 not 
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not in his body ; which, beautiful or vigor- SERM. 


ous as it may now feem, is no other than 
a fabric of duft, quickly to return to duft 
again. It is not derived from any connec- 
tion he can form with earthly things; which, 
as we have feen, are all doomed to perith, 
‘It confifts in that thinking part which is 
fufceptible of intelleCtual improvement and 
moral worth ; which was formed after the 
image of God; which is capable of perpe- 
tual progrefs in drawing nearer to his na- 
ture; and fhall partake of the divine eter-~ 
nity when time and the world fhall be no 
more. This is all that is refpectable in man. 
By this alone, he is raifed above perifhable 
fubftances, and allied to thofe that are ce- 
leftial and immortal. This part of our na- 
ture, then, let us cultivate with care; and, 
on its improvement, reft our felf-eftimation. 
Tf, on the contrary, fuffering ourfelves to 
be wholly immerfed in weer plunged in 
the dregs of fenfuality, we behave as if we 
were only made for the body and its ani- 
mal pleafures, how degenerate and bafe do 
we become? Deftined to furvive this whole 


material fyftem, fent forth to run the race of 


immortality and glory, fhall we thus abufe 
i- our 


near tetas 


. 396 


On the Diffolution of the World. 


SERM. our Maker’s goodnels, degrade our original’ 


XX. 


honour, and fink ourfelves into deferved 
mifery? It remains, that, 


IV. We contemplate the diffolution of 
the: world, as the introduction to a greater 
and nobler fyftem, in the government of 
God. We, according to his promife, look for 
new heavens and anew carth, wherein dwell= 
eth righicoufne/s*. "Temporal things : are 
now to give place to things eternal. To 
this earthly habitation is to fucceed the city 
of the living God. The earth had com-: 
pleted the purpofe for which it was created. 
It had been employed as a theatre on which 
the human generations were fucceflively to 
come forth, and to fulfl their term of trial. 
As long as. the period of trial continued, 
much ob{fcurity was of courfe to cover the 
counfels. of Prawidence. It was appointed 
that a// tbingsdhould appear as coming alike 


.to.all; that the righteous fhould feem of- 
ten neglected by Heaven, and the wicked be 


allowed externally to profper ; in order that: 
virtue and piety might undergo a proper 


—teft; that it might be fhewn who were fins 


* 2 Peter, ili, 13. 
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tere adherents to confcience, and who were SERM. 


* mere followers of fortune. |The day which 
terminates the dutation of the world, ter« 
minates all thofe feeming diforders. The 
time of trial is concluded. The final dif- 
crimination of characters is made. . When 


the righteous go into everlafting happinefsy: 


and the wicked are difmiffed into the regions 
of punithment, the whole myftery of human 
affairs is unrayelled, and the conduct of 
Providence isjuftifed to man. » 
Suited to a condition of trial was the ftate 
and form of the world, which we now in= 
habit. It was not defigned. to be.a manfion 
for innocent and happy fpirits ; but-a dwell- 
ing for. creatures of fallen nature and of 
mixed characters. Hence, thofe mixtures 
of pleafure and pain, of diforder and beau- 
ty, with which it abounds. Hence, fome 
regions of the earth, prefenting gay and 
pleafing fcenes ; others, exhibiting nothing 
but ruggednefs and deformity ; the face of 
nature, fometimes brightened by a ferene 
atmofphere and a fplended fun; fometimes 


disfigured by jarring elements, and overcaft ' 


with troubled {kies, But far unlike thall 
be the everlafting habitations of the juft. 
| Though 
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SERM. Though how they are formed, or what ob- 
——— jects they contain, is not given us now to © 
conceive ; nor, in all probability, would our 
faculties be equal to the conception ; the 
emblematical defcriptions of them in Scrip- 
ture are calculated to excite high ideas of 
_ magnificence and glory. This one particular 
we know with certainty, that therein dwelleth 
righteou/ne/s ; that is, complete virtue and 
‘eternal order; and wherever thefe are found, 
the moft perfec fources are opened'of joy - 
and blifs. This earth was never intended 
for more than. the outer court, the porch; 
through which the righteous were to pafs 
» into the temple and fanCuary of the Divi- 
nity. When that which is perfect is come, 

that which is in part foall be done away. 


THe inference which follows from what! 
has been faid on this fubject, cannot be fo 
well exprefled as in the words of the 
Apoftle, in the verfe immediately following 
the text; Secing that all thefe things feall be: 
diffolued, what manner of perfons ought we 
to be in all holy converfation and godlinefs ? : 
Ought not the important difcoveries which 
have been made to us of the defigns of the 

Almighty, 
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Almighty, and of the deftiny, of man, to SERM. 


exalt our fentiments, and.to purify our life 
from what is vicious or vain? While we 
purfue the bufinefs and cares of our prefent 
{tation, and partake of the innocent plea- 
fures which the world affords, let us main- 
tain that dignity of character, which .be- 
comes immortal beings; let us act with 
that circumfpedtion which becomes thofe 
who know they are foon to ftand before 
the judgment-feat of the Son of. God: in 
a word, let us ftudy to be what we would 
with to be found, if to us the day. of the 
Lord fhould come. | 


I Know it will occur, that the profpe@ of 
that day cannot be expected to have much 
influence on the prefent agg, The events 
of which I have treated, muft needs, it will 
be faid, belong to fome future race of men. 
Many prophecies yet remain to be fulfilled. 
Many preparatory events muft take place, 
before the world is ripe for final judgment. 
—Whether this be the cafe or not, none of 
us with certainty know. But allow me 
to remind you, that to each of us an event 
is approaching, and not far diftant, which 

fhall 
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fhall prove of the fame effec with thé 
coming of the day of the Lord. The day’ 
of death is, to every individual, the fame 
as the day of the diffolution of the world. 
The fun may continue to fhine; but to 
them who are laid in the grave, his light | 


_ is finally extinguifhed. The world miay 


remain active, \bufy, and noify; but to 
them all is filences ‘The voice which gives 
the mandate, Return again to your duft, is 
the fame with the found of the laft trumpet. 
Death fixes the doom of every one, finally 
and irrevocably. This furely is an event 
which none of us can-remove inourthoughts 
toaremote age. ‘To-morrow, to-day, the 
fatal mandate may be iflued. Watch there- 
fore; be fober and vigilant ; ye know not at 
what baur the Son of Man cometh. 


_ HAvine now treated both of the crea- 
tion and diffolution of the world, [ cannot ~ 
conclude without calling your thoughts to 
the magnificent view which thefe events 
give us, of the kingdom and dominion of 
the Almighty. With reverence we con 
template his hand in the fignal difpenfations, _ 
of Providence among: men; deciding the 
2 fate 
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fate of battles ; rifing up, or overthrowing 
empires ; ; cafting down the proud, and lift- 


ing the low from the duf: But what.are’ 
fuch* occurrences to the power and wifdom: 
_ which He difplays in the higher revolu-' 


tions of the univerfe ; “by his word form= 
ing or diflolving worlds; at his  pleafure, 


tranfplanting *his ‘creatures from ~~ onc. 


world to another, that’ he may carry on 
new plans of wifdom and goodnefs, and 


fill all fpace with the wonders:of ‘creation ? 


Succefiive generations of ‘men have arifen 
to poflefs the earth. -By turns they have 


pafled away and gone into regions uns 


known. Us he hath raifed: up, to occupy 
their room. We too hall fhortly difappear. 
But human exiftence never perifhes. Life 
‘only changes its form, and is renewed. 
Creation is ever filling, -but never full. 
When the whole intended courfe of the 
generations of men fhall be finifhed, then 
as a fhepherd leads his flock from one paf- 
ture to another, fo the great Creator leads 
forth the fouls which he ‘hath made, into 
new and prepared abodes of life. ‘They go 
from this earth to a new earth, and new 
heavens; and {till they remove, only from 

Vou. TL “ Dd one 
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SERM. one ‘province of the divine dominion to 
tp, another. Amidft all thofe changes of na- 


ture, the great Ruler himfelf remains’ 
without variablene/s or foadow of turning, 

To him, thefe fucceffive revolutions of being. 
are.-but as yefterday when it is paft. From. 
his eternal throne, he beholds worlds rifing 
and, pafling away 3 -meafures out, to the 
creatures, who: inhabit them; powers and 
faculties fuited- to their ftate; and diftributes 
among »them = rewards ‘and. punifhments, 
proportioned» to their: actions. —— What 
an aftonifhing view do:-fuch meditations 
afford of the kingdom of God ; infinite*in 
its extents everlafting:in.its: duration ; ex- — 
hibiting, in every period, the reign of per- 
fe&t. righteoufnefs and wifdom!. Who by - 
fearching can ‘find out God? who tan find 
out the Almighty to perfection? « Great and 
qarvellous are all thy works,’ Lord God- 
‘Almighty! Fuft. and true are al 1 thy ways, 

thou King of faints ! “5 
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